
Key Terms for Introduction to Theology (1) 
 

 

1. Irenic Theology: Theology that is done peaceably, accurately representing all views, even when 
you oppose them. 

2. Polemic Theology: Theology that is done in a warlike manner inside the Church, prophetically 
speaking against those with whom there is disagreement. 

3. Apologetic Theology: Theology that is done to defend the faith against those who oppose 

outside the church. 

4. Prolegomena: Literally means “things which are spoken beforehand.” Deals with the foundational 
issues of theology, such as theological methodology, sources, and reasons for the study of theology. 

5. Bibliology: The study of the nature, transmission, canonization, and purpose of Scripture. 

6. Theology Proper: The study of God’s nature, sometimes called “Trinitarianism.” 

7. Christology: The study of the person and work of Christ. 

8. Pneumatology: The study of the nature and work of the Holy Spirit. 

9. Anthropology: The study of the nature of humanity, both in its pre-fall and post-fall state. 

10. Soteriology: The study of salvation. 

11. Ecclesiology: The study of the nature of the Church. 

12. Hamartiology: The study of sin. 

13. Eschatology: The study of the last things. 

14. Evangelical: A transdenominational term used to describe those within Christianity who believe 
that salvation is found in faith alone through Christ alone, and a commitment to Scripture as the 
inspired and infallible rule of life. 

15. Doctrine: A theological formation that summarizes belief about a particular theological discipline. 

16. Dogma: A statement of belief which carries with it the authority of a particular religious 

institution. 

17. Systematic Theology: A system of studying theology which draws from all sources of revelation 
in order to come to systematic conclusions about what has been revealed about the various 
theological disciplines. 

18. Biblical Theology: A system of studying theology that uses the Bible as its only source. Biblical 
theology can be done by looking at particular books, testaments, theology of a particular author, or 
the entire Bible as a whole. 


