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The Qur’an 

• The Qur’an is the foundation of Islam. 

• No adequate knowledge of Islam is 

possible without a basic understanding. 

• First we will explore the historical 

background, literary style, and some of 

the major themes of the Qur’an. 

• Then we will focus on the significance of 

the Qur’an as divine revelation.  



From Oral to Written Format 

• Muhammad did not write down his 

revelation but gave them orally. 

• While the prophet was alive, they did not 

think they needed to write it all down as 

the prophecy was still being given. 

• Shortly after Muhammad’s death they 

were compiled into one book for use in 

the Muslim community. 

• This “finalized” the faith for Muslims.  



Transmission of the Qur’an 

• According to Islamic tradition, different 

fragments of the Qur’an were revealed to 

Muhammad verbatim by the angel Gabriel 

over a period of 23 years (25:32, 17:106). 

• Then Muhammad would verbally recite 

the words to his followers. 

• They would memorize them for personal 

meditation or public worship. 

• Scribes also wrote them down on slips of 

paper, stones, palm-leaves, etc. 



Transmission of the Qur’an 

• A year after Muhammad’s death many of 

those who could recite the entire Qur’an 

were killed in battle. 

• Muhammad’s most trusted scribe, Kayd, 

was ordered by the second Caliph of 

Islam to gather and write it all down. 

• The account of Kayd claims that it was all 

written down in bits and pieces and used 

the various copies and those left who 

knew it by heart to compile the Qur’an. 



Transmission of the Qur’an 

• Despite the traditional evidence, popular 

orthodox Muslim theory holds that the 

Qur’an was arranged in the same form 

that we have today under Muhammad’s 

and Gabriel’s supervision. 

• Yet, the third Caliph discovered that 

several versions of the Qur’an existed. 

• Zayd was called to edit an official copy. 

• All other copies were gathered and 

burned by the order of Caliph Uthman. 



Arrangement of the Qur’an 

• The Qur’an is slightly shorter than the New 

Testament. It is divided into 114 chapters, 

called suras. 

• Eighty-six were written in Mecca 

• Twenty-eight were written in Medina. 

• Each chapter is divided into verses (ayat). 

• The three shorted have three verses each. 

• The second sura is the longest (286). 

• Verses can be grouped into sections (ruku) 



Arrangement of the Qur’an 

• Each sura except one starts with bismillah 

which means, “In the name of God, Most 

Gracious, Most Merciful.” 

• Each sura also contains a title that is often 

derived from a word or phrase within the 

chapter (“The Cow”, “The Fig”, “Jonah”) 

• The suras are not arranged in logical or 

chronological order (almost in reverse). 

• Generally, they are in size order from 

largest to smallest. 



Literary Style of the Qur’an 

• The form is Arabic poetry and prose. 

• The style is quite different in the earlier 

and later parts, though it is obvious that 

the work is that of one man. 

• The earlier revelations have a wild, lyrical 

style with mostly a warm feeling. 

• The later sections, as a rule, are a 

passion of prose with repetitions of long 

stories or psychological explanations.  

 



Literary Style of the Qur’an 

• One authority describes the Qur’anic style:  
“The shortest verses occur in the earliest surahs, in 

which the style of Muhammad’s revelation come very 

close to the rhymed prose used by the Kahins, or 

soothsayers of his time.” 

• As verses get progressively longer and 

more circumstantial, the rhymes come 

further and further apart. 

• The earlier suras have short sentences, 

vivid expressions, and poetic force. 

 

 



Literary Style of the Qur’an 

• The later suras become more and more 

detailed, complicated and, at times, rather 

prosaic in outlook and language. 

• For orthodoxy Muslims, the belief in the 

utter perfection of the Qur’an in style and 

content is impregnable dogma. 

• They say the beauty of style from 

beginning to end proves the divine 

inspiration of the Qur’an. 

 

 



Literary Style of the Qur’an 

• The Qur’an is generally appears as the 

speech of God, who mostly speaks in the 

first person plural (“We”). 

• When Muhammad speaks, the section is 

generally introduced with, ‘Say’ which 

emphasizes the divine origin of the words. 

• There are many dramatic sections 

showing him answering his opponents. 

• Because the OT and NT are not in the 

third person as much, they reject them. 

 

 



Major Qur’anic Themes 

1. Moral Reform 

• During the first period of Muhammad’s 

ministry there is a marked simplicity of 

concept in the earliest suras. 

• Muhammad is primarily a “warner” (87:9) 

or reminder to call men to moral reform. 

• They foretell the imminent day of judgment 

and graphically describe the destiny of the 

lost in hell and the future of the saved in 

paradise. 



Major Qur’anic Themes 

2. Oneness of God 

• Then the oneness and transcendence of 

the true God and Creator become the 

prevailing theme. 

• The form is a series of short addresses full 

of excited passion, glowing imagination 

and poetic power. 

• Muslim tradition says that Muhammad did 

not attach the pagan gods of Mecca at the 

beginning of his ministry. 



Major Qur’anic Themes 

3. Argumentation and Proofs 

• As Muhammad faced strong rejection in 

Mecca the suras got longer and more 

argumentative in tone. 

• Also long repetitious biblical narratives of 

the Old and New Testament appeared. 

• Here is when arguments were made as to 

Muhammad’s linage as a prophet in the 

line of God’s other prophets. 



Major Qur’anic Themes 

4. From Preacher to Prince 

• The Medina suras paint Muhammad as 

the beautiful model for all mankind. 

• He is to be obeyed along with God. 

• He is sent as a mercy for all creatures. 

• God and the angelic beings call blessings 

on the prophet (33:21; 21:107; 33:56). 

• This change in perception of Muhammad 

causes no concern for Muslims. 

 



Major Qur’anic Themes 

5. Institutionalized Islam 

• The later suras define the structure of 

Islamic ethics, law and jurisprudence. 

• Now that Islam was the center of life, the 

Prophet’s revelations concern civic 

problems and treat political and social 

relevant questions. 

• It also brings the final break with the 

Jewish and Christian faiths. 

 

 



Major Qur’anic Themes 

6. Islam the True Abrahamic Covenant 

• In Mecca it was claimed that no prophet 

was sent to the Arabs before Muhammad. 

• In the latter suras, Abraham holds a 

prominent position who brought the pure, 

holy religion before corrupted by Jews. 

• It is now said that Abraham lived in Mecca 

and with the help of his son Ishmael, 

founded the sanctuary of Mecca. 

 

 



Major Qur’anic Themes 

7. Abrogation 

• The Qur’anic doctrine of abrogation is 

closely aligned to the Islamic concept of 

progressive revelation. 
“None of our revelations do we abrogate or cause to 

be forgotten, but we substitute something better or 

similar” (2:106) 

• Later pronouncements of the Prophet can 

declare null and void, his earlier ones. 

• Similar to Jehovah Witnesses “new light” 

 

 

 



Abrogation 

• Three kinds of Abrogation can occur.  

1. Both the text and prescription are abrogated. 

2. The text is abrogated but the prescription remain. 

3. The prescription remains but the text is abrogated. 

• Examples of the three kinds are: 

1. Text is just removed from new editions. 

2. Stoning as a punishment for adultery just becomes a 

prohibition against it in newer editions. 

3. Sixty-three suras changed old suras like prayers now 

being done facing Mecca instead of Jerusalem. 

 

 

 



Abrogation 

• This doctrine can also work the other way 

around, especially among Sufis and with 

some progressive Muslims. 

• Some have argued that it is in the 

message of the Meccan period that the 

primary religious quality of Islam is 

enshrined. 

• They want to make null and void the more 

militant orders from the Median period. 

 

 



The Qur’an as Islamic Scripture 

“I have not yet come across a western man who 

understands what the Qur’an is. It is not a book in 

the ordinary sense, nor is it comparable to the 

Bible, either Old or New Testaments. It is an 

expression of Divine Will. If you want to compare it 

with anything in Christianity, you must compare it 

with Christ Himself. Christ was the expression of 

the Divine among men, the revelation of the Divine 

Will. That is what the Qur’an is. If you want a 

comparison for the role of Muhammad, the better 

one in that particular respect would be Mary.” 

- Professor Yusuf K. Ibish 

 

 



The Qur’an as Islamic Scripture 

“The Word of God in Islam is the Quran; in 

Christianity it is Christ…the form of this book, which 

like the content is determined by the dictum of 

heaven, corresponds in a sense to the body of 

Christ. The form of the Quran is the Arabic 

language which religiously speaking is as 

inseparable form the Quran as the body of Christ is 

from Christ Himself. Arabic is sacred in the sense 

that it is an integral part of the Quranic revelation 

whose very sounds and utterances play a role in 

the ritual acts of Islam.” 

- Seyyed Hossein Nasr 

 

 



The Qur’an as Islamic Scripture 

• In Christianity the Word was with God and 

became flesh. In Islam the Word was with 

God and became a book. 

• The Qur’an is seen not as a human or 

angelic by product, but as wholly coming 

from God himself. 

• It is not simply a revelation from God but a 

book of heavenly origin. 

• It is eternal as God is eternal. 

 

 



The Qur’an as Islamic Scripture 

• According to orthodox Muslim doctrine, 

the Qur’an is the uncreated speech of God 

that has existed in the mind of God from 

eternity. 

• It is the eternal Word of God descended to 

Muhammad in order to be the final light 

and guidance for humankind. 

• The Qur’an by its very nature superseded 

all previous revelation. 

 

 



A Divine Guide for Humankind 

• On many occasions the Qur’an refers to 

itself as a “Clear Argument”, “Light”, or 

“The Explanation”. 

• In Christianity Christ is believed to be the 

self-disclosure of God. 

• In Islam the Qur’an does not reveal God, 

but discloses the commands of God. 

• It is not about knowing God per se, but 

knowing the will and commands of God.  

 



A Divine Guide for Humankind 

• The belief that the Qur’an provides divine 

guidance for life is not only accepted as an 

intellectual dogma, but as a daily and 

lifelong reality for the faithful. 

• Muslims live by the Qur’an. From the first 

rituals of birth to the principle events of life 

and death, marriage, inheritance, business 

contracts, all are based on the Qur’an. 

• What if we did the same with the Bible?  

 



A Divine Miracle 

• The Qur’an is seen as the ultimate divine 

miracle, in addition to divine revelation. 

• Muhammad claimed the Qur’an to be his 

only miracle (2:23). 

• They believe that no one, or group of 

people could produce a book as perfect in 

language, law, wisdom and truth. 

• Many evidences are given for the divine 

origin of the Qur’an. 

 

 



A Divine Miracle 

• The argument from unique literary style. 

• The argument from Muhammad’s illiteracy 

• The argument from the perfect 

preservation of the Qur’an 

• The argument from prophecies in the 

Qur’an 

• The argument from the unity of the Qur’an 

 

 



A Divine Miracle 

• The argument from the scientific accuracy 

of the Qur’an 

• The argument from the amazing 

mathematical structure of the Qur’an 

• The argument from changed lives 

 



Conclusion 

• The Qur’an has an exalted place in Islam 

• Understanding it is not the final goal 

• It is a guide and this life is a preparation 

for the eternal life hereafter. 

• It is of utmost importance that the faithful 

stay on the straight path to the end. 

• Only then will the faithful be saved from 

the eternal wrath of God and be received 

into God’s blessing of heaven. 

 


