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The Islamic Nature of a Prophet 

• Two words in Arabic for God’s messenger 

 Rasul – one who is sent 

 Nabi – one who carries information and proclaims 

news for God 

• A prophet is a mere human being but one 

of impeccable character. 

• The main role was to proclaim the 

message of submission to God. 

• It was not as much about foretelling. 



Proofs for Muhammad’s Claims 

1. The Old and New Testament contain clear 

prophecies about him. 

2. The language and teaching of the Qur’an 

are without parallel and prove his claims. 

3. Muhammad’s miracles are a seal of God 

on his claims. 

4. His life and Character prove him to have 

been the last and the greatest of prophets. 

5. The rapid spread of Islam shows that God 

sent it as his final revelation to men. 

 

 



Muhammad in the Bible 

• “Muhammad is the real object of the 

Covenant and in him, and in him alone, are 

actually and literally fulfilled all the 

prophecies in the Old Testament.” 

• “It is absolutely impossible to get a the 

truth, the true religion, from these Gospels, 

unless they are read and examined from an 

Islamic and Unitarian point of View.” 

• Abdu ‘l-Ahad Dawud, Islamic Apologist, from the book, 

“Muhammad in the Bible” 



Deuteronomy 18:15-18 

• “I will raise up for them a prophet like you 

from among their fellow Israelites, and I will 

put my words in his mouth. He will tell them 

everything I command him.” (v. 18) 

• Muslims say this prophecy is fulfilled in 

Muhammad, as the Qur’an says. 

• “The unlettered Prophet whom they find 

mentioned in their own scriptures, in the law 

and the Gospels.” (7:157) 



Why Not Muhammad 

• They say “Israelites” is really brethren. 

True, but verse 2 makes it clear that it is 

those of the nation of Israel. 

• Duet. 17:15 also shows there is a difference 

between brethren and foreigners. 

• Muhammad was not from Israel. He was 

from Ismael and God made it clear that the 

promise was through Isaac, not Ismael. 

• The Qur’an says that same thing about the 

promise through Isaac (29:27) 

 

 



Because it is Jesus 

• According to the gospels, Jesus completely 

fulfilled this verse (Gal. 4:4). 

• He spoke God’s word (John 12:49) 

• He called himself a prophet (Luke 13:33) 

• People called him a prophet (Mt. 21:11) 

• Jesus the greatest prophet (Heb. 7-10) 

• Jesus the greatest king (Rev. 19-20) 

• Jesus is the central message of the Old and 

New Testaments, not Muhammad. 

 



Deuteronomy 33:2 

• “The Lord came from Sinai and dawned on 

them from Seir; He shone forth from Mount 

Paran, And He came from the midst of ten 

thousand holy ones; At His right hand there 

was flashing lightning for them.(Dt. 33:2 NASB) 

• Islamic scholars say this verse predicts 

three separate visitations from God: one on 

“Sinai” to Moses, Another to “Seir” through 

Jesus, and the third in “Paran” (Arabia) 

though Muhammad. 



Bad Geography 



The Lord “Came” 

• The Lord coming with ten thousand saints, 

not soldiers. No reference to Muhammad. 

• This number is symbolic of a large number 

since the highest number in the Bible 

described by a single word is 10,000. 

• This proclamation was a blessing from 

Moses to the children of Israel. If about 

Islam, it would not be a blessing. 

• This section is about the past, not the 

future. He did this already. 



Matthew 3:11 

• “As for me, I baptize you with water for 

repentance, but He who is coming after me 

is mightier than I, and I am not fit to remove 

His sandals; He will baptize you with the 

Holy Spirit and fire.” NASB 

• Muslim scholars argue that this can not 

refer to Jesus because Jesus was alive at 

the same time as John the Baptist. 

• Also, since John did not follow Jesus as his 

disciple it could not be Jesus. 



Arguments Against Jesus 

• Since Jesus allowed John to baptize him, 

he can not be superior to John. 

• If Jesus was sinless he would not have 

allowed himself to be baptized. 

• In prison John did not say Jesus was the 

one he referred to and sent his disciples to 

ask him if he thought he was the one.  

• John predicted the one coming would make 

the temple more glorious and Jesus did not 

 



In Favor Jesus 

• Jesus did follow John as his ministry started 

after John proclaimed this and baptized 

Jesus. He decreased in ministry. 

• John tried to prevent Jesus’ baptism as he 

recognized who Jesus was. 

• John proclaimed his to be the lamb of God 

who takes away the sin of the world. 

• John’s question while in prison was quickly 

answered satisfactorily by Jesus. 

 



In Favor Jesus 

• The temple referred to was not the Jewish 

temple but the church. Jesus referred to the 

temple of his body being raised in three 

days and the church the new temple. 

• The real glory lies ahead as the prophecies 

of the Messiah refer both to his first coming 

and his second coming. 

• Jesus is the only one who fulfills all of the 

Messianic prophecies. 



John 14:16 

• “I will ask the Father, and He will give you 

another Helper, that He may be with you 

forever;” NASB 

• Muslim scholars say this is a reference to 

Muhammad, not the Holy Spirit. 

• Qur’an 61:6 is the basis as it refers to this 

event from John and the name of 

Muhammad being the helper (Amad or in 

Greek: paraclete). 



John 14:16 

• “I will ask the Father, and He will give you 

another Helper, that He may be with you 

forever;” NASB 

• Muslim scholars say this is a reference to 

Muhammad, not the Holy Spirit. 

• Qur’an 61:6 is the basis as it refers to this 

event from John and the name of 

Muhammad being the helper or praised one 

(Amad). 



Wrong Again 

• There is no support in the Greek for the 

word to mean the praised one. 

• Jesus clearly identifies the helper as the 

Holy Spirit (John 14:6). 

• He clearly says the disciples, those he is 

speaking to then, will receive the Helper in 

not many days. 

• The Helper would abide with them forever 

which Muhammad could not fulfill. 

• The Helper will be “in” them. 



Muslim Misuse of the Bible 

• Verses taken out of historical, cultural, 

and linguistic context. 

• Muslim usage of  the Bible is often 

arbitrary and without textual warrant. 

• They claim the Bible is corrupted, except 

when it supports their contention. 

• They ignore scholarship that shows the 

Bible is over 99% accurate in 

transmission. 

 



Claim’s for Divine Call 

• The Muslim view of Muhammad suffers 

from an acute case of over claim. 

• They do not find support for the claim that 

he was called to bring the full and final 

revelation in the circumstances of the call. 

• They point out that the angel tried to 

choke him three times when he hesitated 

to recite the words of the angel. 

• This seems very unusual in any call. 



Muhammad Questioned It 

• Muhammad questioned the divine origin 

of the experience. At first he thought it 

was a jinn or evil spirit. 

• His wife encouraged his vision and call to 

be a prophet with the help of her cousin. 

• He had feared demon possession before 

but his wife talked him out of it. 

• He experienced great depression during 

the 3 years of silence after the vision. 



Parallel to Occult Visions 

• His revelation is similar to that of occultist 

mediums, or possible epileptic seizure.  
Silence reigned for a while; nobody could describe it 

as long or short. Muhammad had not moved from his 

spot when revelation came to him accompanied by 

the usual convulsions. He was stretched out in his 

clothes and a pillow was placed under his head. 

A’ishah [his wife] later reported, “Thinking that 

something ominous was about to happen, everyone 

in the room was frightened except me, for I did not 

fear a thing, knowing I was innocent…” Muhammad 

recovered, he sat up and began to wipe his forehead 

where beads of perspiration had gathered.” Haykal 



Contact with the Dead 

• A characteristic of occult “revelations” is 

contact with the dead (Dt. 18:9-14). 

• Haykal, a biographer, relates an occasion 

when some overheard him and asked, 

“Are you calling the dead?” 

• Muhammad said, “They hear me no less 

than you do, except that they are unable 

to answer me.” 

 



Prayers for the Dead 

• Haykal records another episode where he 

was found “praying for the dead buried in 

the cemetery.”  

• Haykal says this was normal considering 

“Muhammad’s spiritual and psychic power 

of communication with the realms of 

reality and his awareness of spiritual 

reality that surpasses ordinary men.”  

 



Other Problems 

• Several times Muhammad gave a word 

was from God only to take it back. 

• Most of Muhammad’s ideas can be found 

in Jewish, Christian or pagan sources. 

• Even his biographers admit that the Arab’s 

imagination is by nature strong. 

• The Islamic hadiths record how scribes 

helped Muhammad change various entries 

in the Qur’anic revelations to fit better.  

 



Qur’an as Truth Test 

• When asked to perform miracles to prove 

his claims, Muhammad refused (3:181-84) 

• Instead, he claimed that the language and 

teaching of the Qur’an were proof that his 

message was divine. 

• We will deal with this in depth the next two 

weeks of class. 

• But we will look at five problems with the 

proofs given. 

 



Qur’an as Truth Test 

1. Even admitting the Qur’an is beautiful in 

style, it is not perfect of truly unparalleled. 

2. There is nothing really unique about the 

basic content of the Qur’an. 

3. If literary style means divine origin, Homer 

and Shakespeare qualify as divine. 

4. Offering the Qur’an as a test for his claims 

without supernatural confirmation seems 

self-serving (3:183; 17:102; 23:45) 

 



Qur’an as Truth Test 

5. Muhammad is not the only one to have 

received revelation from an angel. 

 Judaism, Christianity, and Mormonism 

all make the same claims. 

 Yet Muslims reject them for their false 

teaching.  

 Why then should we accept the Islamic 

claim as true. 

 



Miracle Claims 

• All Muslims hold that miracles confirm 

Muhammad’s claim to be a prophet. 

• But many Muslim apologists claim that his 

only miracles were the suras of the Qur’an. 

• In the Qur’an Muhammad did no miracles, 

even when challenged (3:181-84). 

• Nonetheless, miracle stories abound in 

Muslim tradition. 

 



If He Could, but Can’t 

• Many Muslims use 6:35 to show that 

Muhammad could do miracles. 

“If their spurning is hard on the mind, yet if thou 

wert able to see a tunnel in the ground or a 

ladder to the skies and bring them a sign---

(What good?).” 

• But the text does not support the claim. 

• It is hypothetical, not saying he could. 

• It even implies he can not do miracles. 

 



Splitting The Moon 

• Many Muslims understand 54:1-2 to mean 

that upon Muhammad’s command, before 

unbelievers, he split the moon in half. 
The hour (of judgment) is nigh, and the moon is cleft 

asunder. But if they see a sign, they turn away, and 

say, “this is (but) transient magic.” 

• First problem, Muhammad is not 

mentioned in the passage. 

• Second, the Qur’an does not say this was 

a miracle. 

 



Splitting The Moon 

• Third, if it is a miracle of Muhammad it 

contradicts the Qur’an (3:181-84). 

• Fourth, it predates the passage where 

unbelievers call for a miracle. 

• Fifth, a sign like this would have been seen 

worldwide. No other record exists. 

• Sixth, Muslim scholars say this refers to the 

resurrection of the dead, in the future. 

 

 



The Miracle of Miraj 

• This is the “night journey” where he is said 

to have been taken to Jerusalem and then 

ascended to heaven on the back of a mule. 
Glory to (God) who did take his servant for a journey by 

night from the sacred Mosque to the farthest mosque, 

whose precincts we did bless, in order that we might 

show him some of our signs. 

• Later traditions added that Gabriel was 

there and they ascended the 7 heavens. 

• But even many Muslim scholars do not 

take this literally.  

 

 



The Miracle of Miraj 

• They call it a mystic vision, not a miracle. 

• If a miracle, there is no way to validate it 

and no witnesses. 

• By Islam’s own definition of a confirming 

sign, this miracle would have no apologetic 

value, thus could not prove anything. 

• According to Muslim scholars a miracle 

confirming the authenticity of a prophet 

must meet nine criteria.  

 

 



Standards for a Miracle 

1. An act of God that cannot be done by any 

other creature. 

2. Is contrary to the customary course of 

things in that class. 

3. Is aimed at proving the authenticity of that 

prophet. 

4. Is preceded by the announcement of a 

forthcoming miracle. 

5. Proceeds in the exact manner it was 

announced. 

 

 



Standards for a Miracle 

6. Occurs only through the hands of the 

prophet. 

7. In no way disavows Muhammad’s 

prophetic claim. 

8. Is accompanied by a challenge to 

reduplicate it. 

9.  Cannot be followed by a duplication by 

anyone present. 

 

 



Other Miracles 

• The miraculous victory at Badr. 

• The splitting of Muhammad’s Breast. 

• Miracles in the Qur’an 

• Miracles in the Hadith 

 

• All of these lack credibility and any 

apologetic value. 

 



Muhammad’s Moral Example 

• Most students of Islam say that 

Muhammad was a generally moral person. 

• But Muslims claim much more. 

• They claim he stand in history as the best 

model for man in piety and perfection. He 

is a living proof of what man can be and of 

what he can accomplish in the realm of 

excellence and virtue. 

• They say this is the chief proof that he is 

the unique prophet of God. 

 



The Problem of Polygamy 

• The Qur’an says a man may have four 

wives (4:3). This raises two questions. 

• Is polygamy moral? 

• Was Muhammad consistent with his own law? 

• Judeo-Christian tradition says it is morally 

wrong but God permitted it. He never 

commanded it. 

• The Qur’an sanctions polygamy so long as 

he can support them and cares for them. 

 

 



Why Not Polygamy 

• God established marriage between one 

man and one woman. 

• The first polygamist was an evil man. 

• The proportion of men to women is about 

50-50 which indicates one to one. 

• Why multiple wives and not multiple 

husbands? 

• Even Muslim scholars attest to the 

superiority of monogamy. 

 

 



Muhammad and Polygamy 

• He had many more than four wives (15) so 

did not live by his own law. 

• Each wife was supposed to receive a fixed 

rotation of affection and rights. Muhammad 

ignored many of his wives took them as he 

desired when he desired them. 

• He even married the divorced wife of his 

adopted son which was against the law 

until he received a special revelation. 

 

 

 



The Lower Status of Women 

• The Qur’an and tradition accord a much 

lower status for women than men. 

• It is even lower than the prevalent culture 

or anything we see in Bible times. 

• Men were allowed to beat their wives 

because Allah made them in charge. 

• Yet it was said of Muhammad that he 

honored women more than any other man. 

That is blatantly untrue. 

 

 

 



Moral Imperfection in General 

• Qur’an speaks of his sins (40:55; 48:2). 

• Holy wars became a means to an end, the 

destruction of political enemies and the 

gain of material possessions. 

• Political assassinations were common. 

• Lying was encouraged against those who 

were not Muslim or when Muhammad 

desired to lie to anyone he wanted. 

• Lack of mercy was very common. 

 

 

 


