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Where Have We Been 

• The first four classes showed us some of 

the key teachings of Islam compared to 

the teachings of Christianity. 

• Admittedly, some of the videos talked 

more about Christianity than Islam. 

• But they did do a good job of highlighting 

the key differences in theology. 

• Tonight we look at the life of Muhammad. 



President Obama at the UN 
"It is time to leave the call of violence and the politics of division 

behind. On so many issues, we face a choice between the 

promise of the visions of the future, or the prisons of the past. 

And we cannot afford to get it wrong. We must seize this 

moment. And America stands ready to work with all who are 

willing to embrace a better future. The future must not belong to 

those who target Coptic Christians in Egypt, it must be claimed 

by those in Tarhir Square who chanted 'Muslims, Christians we 

are one.' The future must not belong to those who bully women, 

it must be shaped by girls who go to school, and those who 

stand for a world where are daughters can live their dreams just 

like our sons... The future must not belong to those who 

slander the profit of Islam. But, to be credible, those who 

condemn that slander must also condemn the hate we see in the 

images of Jesus Christ that are desecrated." 



Muhammad’s Early Life 

• We have little reliable historical information 

on Muhammad’s birth and youth. 

• He was born around 570 AD in Mecca to a 

powerful tribe. 

• His father passed away before he was 

born. His mother died when he was seven. 

• His grandfather died when he was eight. 

• His uncle, Abu Talib rasied him. 

 



Mecca and Medina 



Legends of His Birth 

• According to legend the angels rejoiced at 

this birth. The newborn fell to the ground, 

took a handful of dirt, looked up to heaven 

and proclaimed, “God is Great.” 

• It was said he was born clean, circumcised, 

with his navel cord already cut. 

• Many global signs followed his birth: a light 

in the palaces of Syria, flooding of a lake, 

and the fire of the Zoroastrians to die out. 

 



Early Proclamation 

• Though a member of a noble prosperous 

family, Muhammad had to earn his own 

livelihood as a shepherd and trader. 

• At twelve he went with his uncle caravan 

to Syria. A Syrian monk proclaimed him as 

the coming final prophet. 

• His uncle was charged to guard him from 

the Jews as they would do him harm. 

 

 



Childhood 

• Overall, Muhammad seemed to live a 

relatively normal childhood. 

• Tradition says he never participated in 

pagan rituals as a child but odds are that 

he and his family did. 

• Tradition says that before his call to 

prophethood he was known as Al-Amin, 

the faithful one. 

 

 



Marriage 

• At 25, he conducted a successful caravan 

trade to Syria for a wealthy widow. 

• She offered to marry him and he accepted. 

She was 40 years old at the time. 

• The marriage is reported to be very happy 

and they had two sons who died in infancy 

and four daughters. 

• Nothing else is really known about this time 

except he seemed to grow in prestige. 

 

 



Dissatisfaction with Paganism 

• It is speculated that at this time he became 

increasingly discontent with the paganism 

and idolatry of his society. 

• Other citizens were denouncing paganism 

and talking about the one true God. 

• Many Christians and Jews lived there and 

were influential in this movement. 

• Muhammad is said to have started a 

practice of prayer and retreats at this time. 

 



Prophetic Call 

• After years of meditation in solitude, in 610 

at the age of 40, he said he received his 

call from God through the angel Gabriel. 

• There are conflicting opinions among 

Muslim historians of the details of the call. 

• Some reports said he attributed it to a jinn 

or evil spirit at first and was afraid. 

• His wife told a Christian cousin who said it 

was God’s sign that he was a prophet. 

 

 



Early Ministry 

• Three years of silence followed the 

revelation where he sank into the depths of 

despair, feeling forsaken by God. 

• But he then said he began to receive 

regular messages from the angel. 

• He began his ministry by preaching 

secretly to his friends and family. 

• His followers were mostly young and of no 

social standing. 

 



The People’s Response 

• As word of his message became known, 

the influential Meccans opposed him as a 

self-proclaimed prophet. 

• The opposition grew into hostility as it 

spoke against their idols, gods and 

goddesses. 

• This may have been more about power 

and money than belief in the idols. 

 



Increased Persecution 

• His followers were met with violence and 

verbal abuse. 

• Muhammad was protected because of his 

ties to his uncle who had great influence. 

• Still he was mocked and ridiculed. 

• Filth was sometimes thrown against the 

walls of his house. 

• Many Muslims fled to the protection of the 

Christian kind of Abyssinia. 

 



Possible Compromise 

• Early biographers say that at this time 

Muhammad proclaimed support for three 

popular deities whose intercession he said 

was effectual with God. 

• But soon he proclaimed that these words 

to be in “interpolations” of Satan and 

changed the prophecy to what is now 

found in 53:19-23 and 22:51. These 

became known as the “Satanic verses”  

 

 



Failure in Mecca 

• In 619 his wife died followed by his 

unbelieving  protector, Abu Talib. 

• His safety no longer  guaranteed, 

Muhammad knew his days in Mecca were 

numbered. 

• Muhammad knew the mission in Mecca 

had failed and looked for a new base. 

• Many of his followers had already started 

to leave and seek safety.  

 

 



New Vision 

• It was then that Muhammad had a new 

vision of being taken to Jerusalem. 

• Then he was taken through the seven  

heavens to meet the other prophets. 

• Finally he met God where he received the 

procedures for daily Islamic prayers. 

• News of this vision increased the hostility 

of the opposition. 

• Even some followers left over the vision. 

 



Call to Medina 

• In 621 a dozen men from Medina were in 

Mecca for a pilgrimage to Ka’bah. 

• They met and secretly confessed Islam 

before Muhammad. 

• The next year 75 men from Median 

accepted Islam and invited Muhammad to 

come to Median. 

• The Meccans vowed to kill all Muslims 

before they could escape. 

 

 



The Hijra (Flight) 

• Small groups of Muslims began to slip out 

of the city at Muhammad’s orders. 

• The Meccan leaders found out and sought 

to kill Muhammad before he could leave. 

• On the night of the planned assasination, 

he and a companion slipped out on an 

alternate route and reached Medina on 

September 24, 622.  

 

 



Medina 

• Here he found a ready base for 

monotheism because of three Jewish 

tribes and a some Christians in the area. 

• There was much infighting in the tribes 

and Muhammad acted as an arbitrator to 

bring peace and stability. 

• This took him from a purely religious 

leader to an able diplomat and politician. 

•  He combined revelation with politics. 

 

 



Policy Toward the Jews 

• While he was able to bring the main three 

non-Jewish tribes together with a new 

constitution, the Jews were reluctant to 

sign it as it said he was a prophet. 

• He made some important concessions to 

find favor in their eyes, like turning to 

Jerusalem to pray instead of Mecca. 

• But the Jews rejected the Qur,an as it 

conflicted with their scriptures. 

 

 

 



Rejecting the Jews 

• Eventually he became more hostile to the 

Jews, turning back to Mecca to pray. 

• He changed the times of prayer and 

fasting away from Jewish ones to new 

ones to highlight the differences. 

• The new Qur’anic revelations become 

increasingly critical of the Jews. 

• Eventually all three Jewish tribes would be 

exiled or destroyed. 

 

 

 



From Politician to Raiders 

• After tribal unification he turned to helping 

the Meccan believers find a livelihood. 

• Some become trades, others laborers, but 

a large group become involved in raiding 

the commercial Meccan caravans. 

• The prophet lead three raids the first year. 

• The Qur’anic revelation came at that time 

to support this holy endeavor.  

 

 



Early Raids 

• The early raids failed to produce much 

booty, but sent a message to Mecca. 

• One that did also killed one of the caravan 

on the holy month of Rajah, which is 

forbidden in the Qur’an  

• This caused a great stir among the 

Muslims but soon a new revelation came 

which allowed it for a greater good. 

 

 



Qur’an 2:217-217 

• Fighting is prescribed for you, and ye 

dislike it. But it is possible that ye dislike a 

thing which is good for you…But God 

knoweth, and ye know not. They ask thee 

concerning fighting in the prohibited month. 

Say: “Fighting therein is a grave offence; 

but graver is it in the sight of God to 

prevent access to the path of God, to deny 

Him, to prevent access to the sacred 

Mosque, and drive out its members.” 

 

 



The Battle of Badr 

• Booty drove further raids. Muhammad 

gathered 300 men to attach a large 

caravan heading back to Mecca. 

• The head of the caravan asked for backup 

from Mecca and got 950 men.  

• In March 624 the two forces met and the 

superior tactics of Muhammad won the 

battle and the booty. 

• He interpreted this as God’s blessing on 

his prophet-hood.  

 

 

 



The First Purge 

• With the increase prestige, Muhammad 

launched the systematic elimination of his 

opponents in Medina. 

• This involved the assassination of some 

poets who had satirized the prophet in 

verse, and the expulsion of one of the 

three Jewish tribes. 

• During this period he began the long 

series of multiple marriages that 

strengthened his political power.  

 

 

 



The Battle of Uhud 

• One year after their defeat, the Meccans 

met Muhammad in battle near Media. 

• Three thousand Meccans met one 

thousand of Muhammad's men. 

• At first Muhammad had the upper hand but 

the battle went against him when is archers 

left their posts to get booty. 

• False rumors spread of the death of the 

prophet and the camp was in chaos. 

• Muhammad & most of his forces escaped. 

 

 

 



The Aftermath of Defeat 

• The defeat struck a psychological blow to 

the prestige of Muhammad in the area. 

• His opponents and the Jews rejoiced.  

• Nomads attacked the Muslims and he had 

to work hard to unify the area again.   

• One year later Muhammad exiled the 

second Jewish tribe, taking all of their 

possessions as booty. 

• This large booty from the Jews extended 

his power in the area. 

 

 

 



The Siege of Media 

• In the spring of 627 ten thousand men 

from Mecca and the Arab confederacy 

attached Media. 

• Muhammad received advice from a 

Persian disciple to stay and fortify the city 

with a large ditch around it. 

• After two weeks of trying to cross the ditch 

and secret negotiations with some of the 

Arab tribes, the attack ended in failure.   

 

 

 



Renewed Confidence 

• Muhammad’s reputation was restored by 

the silent victory. 

• He took this time to attack the last Jewish 

tribe, killing all the men and making slaves 

of the women and children. 

• This lead to a fixed axiom that the Jews 

were the sworn enemies of Allah. Any 

mercy toward them was out of the 

question.   

 

 

 



Reversal of Fortunes 

• Muhammad’s power quickly rose for the 

next two years. He led many more raids 

with more wealth from the booty. 

• The successes brought many to accept 

Islam, even if just for the financial gains. 

• Meanwhile Mecca suffered from military 

and economic decline. 

• Some of the leading men from Mecca 

defected to Muhammad.   

 

 

 



The Conquest of Mecca 

• In March 628 the Meccans made a peace 

treaty with Muhammad.  

• Over a year later some minor allied tribe of 

Mecca attacked a minor tribe aligned with 

Muhammad, nullifying the treaty. 

• In January 630 Muhammad attacked 

Mecca with ten thousand men. 

• Mecca surrendered without a fight and 

Muhammad treated then mercifully.  

 



Muhammad’s Final Years 

• Large number of tribes in the Arabian 

peninsula accepted Islam in mass. 

• Some submitted only after losing battles. 

• Christians and Jews were allowed to 

practice their faiths by paying tribute. 

• In March 632 he lead a pilgrimage to 

Mecca and delivered is final address. 

• In June 632 he suddenly died of natural 

causes as the age of sixty-three.   

 



Impact on Islamic Culture 

• “Love of the Prophet runs like blood in the 

veins of his community.” Iqbal of India (1938) 

• It is said that you can deny God, but you 

cannot deny the prophet! 

• Adoration of the prophet is a fundamental 

factor in Islamic art and literature, as well 

as shaping the details of everyday life. 

• “Ye have indeed in the apostle of God a 

beautiful pattern of conduct.” Qur’an 33:21 



The Hadiths 

• The reports of Muhammad’s sayings 

(hadith) and actions (sunnah) were 

collected for generations. 

• These were put into written format 200-300 

years after Muhammad. 

• The Qur’an is the only inspired writing but 

the hadiths of the prophet dictate minute 

details on every aspect of Muslim life. 

• They are the real inspiration to the masses. 



Observing the Prophet’s Way 

“Know that the key to happiness is to follow the 

sunna and to imitate the Messenger of God in all 

his coming and goings, his movements and rest, 

in his way of eating, his attitude, his sleep and 

his talk…God has said: ‘What the messenger 

has brought—accept it, and what he has 

prohibited—refrain from it!’ (59:7). That means, 

you have to sit while putting on trousers, and to 

stand when winding a turban, and to begin with 

the right foot when putting on shoes.” Al-Ghazail 

– the greatest Muslim theologian (died in 1111). 



Some Extreme Examples 

• Sayyid Ahmad Khan, a 19th century 

reformed in India, said is was better not to 

eat mangoes since the prophet never 

touched this favorite fruit of India. 

• The mystic Bayezid Bistami did not eat 

watermelons for sixty years since he could 

not determine how Muhammad would have 

cut the melon. 



Islamic Law 

• Islamic law, or shari’a, is based on the 

Qur’an, the hadith, ijima (the consensus of 

the community), and qiyas (the application 

from reason of the above sources). 

• Various systems were developed based on 

the above and which separate the Islamic 

factions. 

• Even within a tradition there is variety. The 

Sunni’s have four major schools.  

 



Muhammad’s Place in Theology 

• Muhammad is not considered divine. 

• But there is much diversity on his place. 

• Although he is admittedly a human being, 

he is seen as the greatest prophet and 

man that ever lived. 

• “He was perfect in intellect and was of noble 

origin … perfect bravery, excessive 

humanity…perfect fear of God and sublime piety. 

He was the most perfect of mankind in every 

variety of perfection.” To Every Muslim An Answer, 

1982, p. 72) 

 



Superiority of Muhammad (Proofs) 

1. The Old and New Testament contain clear 

prophecies about him. 

2. The language and teaching of the Qur’an 

are without parallel and prove his claims. 

3. Muhammad’s miracles are a seal of God 

on his claims. 

4. His life and Character prove him to have 

been the last and the greatest of prophets. 

5. The rapid spread of Islam shows that God 

sent it as his final revelation to men. 

 

 



Popular Islam and Muhammad 

• Orthodox Islam said he was merely a 

messenger and the greatest of all prophets. 

• Popular Islam ascribed many more 

characteristics and roles for Muhammad. 

• One was the role of intercessor, much like 

Jesus is for Christians. 

• Another is that by blessing him you would 

receive ten fold blessings. 

• Finally, many ascribed divinity to him, giving 

him the same names and more as God. 



Conclusion 

• Despite the un-Qur’anic exalted position of 

popular Islam, Muhammad is not seen 

comparable to the person of Christ in 

Christianity in orthodox Islamic thought. 

• The ultimate foundation of Islam is not 

Muhammad but the Qur’an, the uncreated 

and eternal Word of God. 

• But even today we see both being revered 

in the same way. 


