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The New Age MovementThe New Age Movement
The New Age Movement is "the most dangerous The New Age Movement is "the most dangerous 
enemy of Christianity  in the world today,...more enemy of Christianity  in the world today,...more 
dangerous than secular humanism." This is the dangerous than secular humanism." This is the 
knowledgeable opinion of Norman L. Geisler, knowledgeable opinion of Norman L. Geisler, 
professor of Systematic Theology at Dallas (Tex.) professor of Systematic Theology at Dallas (Tex.) 
Theological Seminary. Theological Seminary. 
The New Age Movement began with The New Age Movement began with       
a member of the Theosophical Societya member of the Theosophical Society   
named Alice A. Bailey.named Alice A. Bailey.
She was an Englishwoman who She was an Englishwoman who 
emigrated to America and who livedemigrated to America and who lived   
from 1880 to 1949.   from 1880 to 1949.   



The New Age MovementThe New Age Movement
She laid the real foundations of the New Age She laid the real foundations of the New Age 
Movement and is regarded as its high priestess.  Movement and is regarded as its high priestess.  
As a spiritist medium she allegedly received As a spiritist medium she allegedly received 
messages from a so-called master of wisdom, the messages from a so-called master of wisdom, the 
Tibetan Djwal Khul. Tibetan Djwal Khul. 
These messages, which she wrote under dictation These messages, which she wrote under dictation 
from this demonic being were published in numerous from this demonic being were published in numerous 
books. Her secret teachings, which to this day are books. Her secret teachings, which to this day are 
followed minutely in New Age circles, set forth "The followed minutely in New Age circles, set forth "The 
Plan for the New World Order."Plan for the New World Order."
According to some secret instructions, the Movement According to some secret instructions, the Movement 
was to keep out of the public eye until 1975.was to keep out of the public eye until 1975.



The New Age MovementThe New Age Movement
Believing that God is a neutral force that can be Believing that God is a neutral force that can be 
manipulated either for good or evil, New Age manipulated either for good or evil, New Age 
occultists are greatly interested in learning the means occultists are greatly interested in learning the means 
by which they can achieve this.  Thus at the center of by which they can achieve this.  Thus at the center of 
this New Age spirituality is faith in man in the all-this New Age spirituality is faith in man in the all-
pervasive energy or life force throughout the cosmos.pervasive energy or life force throughout the cosmos.
An essential part of the New Age Religion  is the use An essential part of the New Age Religion  is the use 
of certain psycho  technologies.  They include the of certain psycho  technologies.  They include the 
following  practices: meditation, yoga, Zen, hypnosis, following  practices: meditation, yoga, Zen, hypnosis, 
transpersonal psychology, and positive thinking.  transpersonal psychology, and positive thinking.  
Feminism has some links with New Age spirituality. Feminism has some links with New Age spirituality. 



The New Age MovementThe New Age Movement
Feminist theology endeavors to represent the God of Feminist theology endeavors to represent the God of 
the Bible as being both masculine and feminine or the Bible as being both masculine and feminine or 
even as an exclusively feminine godhead.even as an exclusively feminine godhead.
The radical vanguard of the New Age feminist The radical vanguard of the New Age feminist 
movement is  already demanding that the Christian movement is  already demanding that the Christian 
faith be replaced by the myth of Gaia, "mother faith be replaced by the myth of Gaia, "mother 
Earth,"whose cult is now being revived and Earth,"whose cult is now being revived and 
practiced.  practiced.  
What is common among many New Age groups is a What is common among many New Age groups is a 
counterfeit religious experience such as contact with counterfeit religious experience such as contact with 
demons through drugs, meditation, psycho demons through drugs, meditation, psycho 
technologies, and other ventures.  technologies, and other ventures.  



The New Age MovementThe New Age Movement
They also believe in UFO's and extra-terrestrial They also believe in UFO's and extra-terrestrial 
beings, from which they reputedly also receive beings, from which they reputedly also receive 
messages. messages. 
The symbols used by the Movement are notable. For The symbols used by the Movement are notable. For 
example, the occult Indo-Germanic sign of good luck example, the occult Indo-Germanic sign of good luck 
adopted by Adolf Hitler.  adopted by Adolf Hitler.  
The biblical number 666 which according to Alice The biblical number 666 which according to Alice 
Bailey, possesses sacred qualities and which Bailey, possesses sacred qualities and which 
according to New Age teaching should be used according to New Age teaching should be used 
frequently in order to accelerate the progress of frequently in order to accelerate the progress of 
civilization and the coming of the New Age.civilization and the coming of the New Age.



The New Age MovementThe New Age Movement
One of its most widely used signs is the rainbow, One of its most widely used signs is the rainbow, 
which is meant to symbolize the bridge between man which is meant to symbolize the bridge between man 
and the Great Universal Mind.  Indeed, it is and the Great Universal Mind.  Indeed, it is 
remarkable how frequent the sign of the rainbow has remarkable how frequent the sign of the rainbow has 
become lately. You can find it, for instance, on become lately. You can find it, for instance, on 
promotional gifts, stationery, clothing and toys.promotional gifts, stationery, clothing and toys.
Various other symbols are used by the New Agers. Various other symbols are used by the New Agers. 
Some of the most frequently used signs: "pyramid, Some of the most frequently used signs: "pyramid, 
triangle, eye in triangle, unicorn , yin-yang (two black triangle, eye in triangle, unicorn , yin-yang (two black 
and white comma shapes nestled together in a and white comma shapes nestled together in a 
circle), goat head on pentagram, and even 666 circle), goat head on pentagram, and even 666 
worked into art." worked into art." 



The New Age MovementThe New Age Movement
The New Age mind-set has touched almost every The New Age mind-set has touched almost every 
area of life:  education, culture, history, religion, area of life:  education, culture, history, religion, 
politics, psychology, science and health. politics, psychology, science and health. 
The Movement has no central headquarters; The Movement has no central headquarters; 
therefore, no leadership or membership lists are therefore, no leadership or membership lists are 
available. available. 
So we have no clear statistics that tell us how many So we have no clear statistics that tell us how many 
people are followers. Some have sought to people are followers. Some have sought to 
determine the number of adherents by other means , determine the number of adherents by other means , 
such as by finding out how many people hold to one such as by finding out how many people hold to one 
or more of the major beliefs of the New Age. or more of the major beliefs of the New Age. 



The New Age MovementThe New Age Movement
Although the words "New Age" could cause one to Although the words "New Age" could cause one to 
assume that these beliefs are new, little is new in the assume that these beliefs are new, little is new in the 
New Age Movement. New Age Movement. 
The words "New Age" are derived from the idea that The words "New Age" are derived from the idea that 
the world is about to enter a utopian age of Aquarius. the world is about to enter a utopian age of Aquarius. 
Astrology -- the belief that the heavenly bodies affect Astrology -- the belief that the heavenly bodies affect 
the mundane matters of humanity -- gets a lot of the mundane matters of humanity -- gets a lot of 
attention from the New Agers. It is from astrology that attention from the New Agers. It is from astrology that 
the "age of Aquarius" is derived.the "age of Aquarius" is derived.
The New Age Movement seems to be a reaction to The New Age Movement seems to be a reaction to 
the scientific age. It seeks to offset the emphasis on the scientific age. It seeks to offset the emphasis on 
the material with a new (old) spirituality.the material with a new (old) spirituality.



The New Age Movement Does...The New Age Movement Does...
Act as a sponge that attempts to absorb all religions, Act as a sponge that attempts to absorb all religions, 
cultures, and governments. cultures, and governments. 
It seeks to unify all systems into one spiritual, socio-It seeks to unify all systems into one spiritual, socio-
economic unity.economic unity.
It uses various means to have mystical experiences It uses various means to have mystical experiences 
with God and/or nature and/or self. with God and/or nature and/or self. 

 ImaginingImagining – where you are told to imagine your  – where you are told to imagine your 
own reality.own reality.

 TranscendenceTranscendence – going beyond the limits of  – going beyond the limits of 
time (i.e. Transcendental Meditation or TM)time (i.e. Transcendental Meditation or TM)

 Sleep deprivationSleep deprivation – with the purpose of inducing  – with the purpose of inducing 
a mystical experiencea mystical experience



The New Age Movement Does...The New Age Movement Does...
Means to mystical experiences Means to mystical experiences (continued)(continued)

 FocusingFocusing – "to experience all of reality as unified  – "to experience all of reality as unified 
and not as a collection of disparate objects"and not as a collection of disparate objects"

 AvoidanceAvoidance – where communication with the  – where communication with the 
outside world is stopped in order to reinterpret the outside world is stopped in order to reinterpret the 
world without its influence on youworld without its influence on you

 IdentificationIdentification – "To trade places mentally with a  – "To trade places mentally with a 
dog or a cat, canary, or animal in the zoo"dog or a cat, canary, or animal in the zoo"

 ReflectionReflection – an exercise designed to help you to  – an exercise designed to help you to 
view the year to come, differently view the year to come, differently 

 Star-gazingStar-gazing – "to induce a sense of objectivity  – "to induce a sense of objectivity 
about your life and a feeling of connectedness to about your life and a feeling of connectedness to 
the rest of cosmos."  the rest of cosmos."  



The NAM Does Not...The NAM Does Not...
It does not teach that man is a sinner - It does not teach that man is a sinner - Rom 5:12; Eph 2:3Rom 5:12; Eph 2:3

It does not teach that man is dependent upon God It does not teach that man is dependent upon God 
for all things - for all things - Isaiah 43:7; James 1:17Isaiah 43:7; James 1:17

It does not teach that punishment is eternal - It does not teach that punishment is eternal - Rev 14:11Rev 14:11

It does not teach that the wages of sin is eternal It does not teach that the wages of sin is eternal 
separation from God - separation from God - Rom. 6:23; Isaiah 59:2Rom. 6:23; Isaiah 59:2

It does not teach that Jesus is the only way to God - It does not teach that Jesus is the only way to God - 
Matt. 11:27; John 14:6Matt. 11:27; John 14:6

It does not accept Christianity as the truth - It does not accept Christianity as the truth - 2 Tim. 3:162 Tim. 3:16  



New Age Terminology New Age Terminology 
In the New Age, words are very important. In fact, the In the New Age, words are very important. In fact, the 
New Age has some of its own special words. Some New Age has some of its own special words. Some 
of them are: Holistic, holographic, synergistic, unity, of them are: Holistic, holographic, synergistic, unity, 
oneness, harmony, at-one-ment, transformation, oneness, harmony, at-one-ment, transformation, 
personal growth, human potential, awakening, personal growth, human potential, awakening, 
networking, energy, and consciousness. These networking, energy, and consciousness. These 
words are prevalent in New Age conversations and words are prevalent in New Age conversations and 
writings. writings. 
In fact, if you were to go to a New Age Bookstore and In fact, if you were to go to a New Age Bookstore and 
read the titles or their books, you would see a read the titles or their books, you would see a 
disproportionate amount of them containing the word disproportionate amount of them containing the word 
"self."  "self."  



The NAM Interpretation of The NAM Interpretation of 
Christianity Christianity 

God is not a personal heavenly Father but an God is not a personal heavenly Father but an 
impersonal force. impersonal force. 
God is all and all is God. God is not the "wholly God is all and all is God. God is not the "wholly 
other" creator of all, but part of all that exists. other" creator of all, but part of all that exists. 
There is nothing that is not God. (This is pantheism.) There is nothing that is not God. (This is pantheism.) 
There is no sin, only incorrect understanding of truth. There is no sin, only incorrect understanding of truth. 
Knowledge is what saves, not Jesus. Knowledge is what saves, not Jesus. 
Hell is not a place but an experience here on Earth; it Hell is not a place but an experience here on Earth; it 
is a state of mind. is a state of mind. 
Jesus was just one of many showers of divine truth. Jesus was just one of many showers of divine truth. 
He exemplified the Christ consciousness probably He exemplified the Christ consciousness probably 
better than anyone else.better than anyone else.



The NAM Interpretation of The NAM Interpretation of 
Christianity Christianity 

Christ is a consciousness, a form of the higher self. It Christ is a consciousness, a form of the higher self. It 
is possessed by all because everyone is divine. "It is is possessed by all because everyone is divine. "It is 
not Christ that can be crucified" (Miracles, Lesson not Christ that can be crucified" (Miracles, Lesson 
303, p. 441). 303, p. 441). 
"A miracle is a correction...It merely looks on "A miracle is a correction...It merely looks on 
devastation, and reminds the mind that what it sees devastation, and reminds the mind that what it sees 
is false. It undoes error" (Miracles, p. 164). is false. It undoes error" (Miracles, p. 164). 
A miracle to a New Ager is not God's intervention A miracle to a New Ager is not God's intervention 
into this world to perform His will but the realization of into this world to perform His will but the realization of 
the true reality that God is all and that you are God.the true reality that God is all and that you are God.



The New Age View of Man  The New Age View of Man  

Since all is God, and man is part of all, then man is Since all is God, and man is part of all, then man is 
God. This is pantheism. God. This is pantheism. 
➢ This is an eastern mystical belief system that has This is an eastern mystical belief system that has 

crept into mainstream America. crept into mainstream America. 
➢ God is not part of creation. He is separate from it God is not part of creation. He is separate from it 

and made it (Isaiah 44:24). and made it (Isaiah 44:24). 
➢ Man is not God, he is a creation (Gen. 1:26). Man is not God, he is a creation (Gen. 1:26). 

Therefore, man is good by nature. Therefore, man is good by nature. 
➢ Man is not good by nature (Eph. 2:3). Man is not good by nature (Eph. 2:3). 



The New Age View of Man The New Age View of Man (cont)  (cont)  

Man has infinite potential. Man has infinite potential. 
➢ This arrogant conclusion based upon false This arrogant conclusion based upon false 

concepts of grandiose self worth, is a deceptive, concepts of grandiose self worth, is a deceptive, 
self-satisfying indulgence into pride. self-satisfying indulgence into pride. 

➢ As Satan wanted to be like God (Isaiah 14:12-17) As Satan wanted to be like God (Isaiah 14:12-17) 
and encouraged Adam and Eve to be like God and encouraged Adam and Eve to be like God 
also (Gen. 3:1-5), the New Ager listens to the also (Gen. 3:1-5), the New Ager listens to the 
echo of that Edenic lie and yields to it willingly. echo of that Edenic lie and yields to it willingly. 

Man is one with the universe Man is one with the universe 
 The difference between man and creation is The difference between man and creation is 

blurred. Man is made in the image of God. The blurred. Man is made in the image of God. The 
universe is not. Man is different than creation.  universe is not. Man is different than creation.  



The NAM View of SalvationThe NAM View of Salvation    

Salvation in the NAM means to be in tune with the Salvation in the NAM means to be in tune with the 
divine consciousness. divine consciousness. 

➢ In tune means to be in harmony with reality and In tune means to be in harmony with reality and 
whatever is perceived to be true. whatever is perceived to be true. 

Since the NAM. doesn't acknowledge sin or Since the NAM. doesn't acknowledge sin or 
sinfulness, there is no need for a redeemer like sinfulness, there is no need for a redeemer like 
Jesus. Salvation, to them, is simply the realization of Jesus. Salvation, to them, is simply the realization of 
our divine nature. "I am not a body. I am free. For I our divine nature. "I am not a body. I am free. For I 
am still as God created me. Salvation of the world am still as God created me. Salvation of the world 
depends on me" (Miracles, Lesson 206, p. 380). depends on me" (Miracles, Lesson 206, p. 380). 
Such arrogance is mind-boggling. Such arrogance is mind-boggling. 



The NAM View of SalvationThe NAM View of Salvation    

It is a form of knowledge, of achieving correct It is a form of knowledge, of achieving correct 
thought. Therefore we need to be saved from thought. Therefore we need to be saved from 
ignorance, not sin. ignorance, not sin. 
Salvation, in the New Age sense, is self achieved Salvation, in the New Age sense, is self achieved 
through understanding your natural godlikeness and through understanding your natural godlikeness and 
goodness, combined with proper knowledge.goodness, combined with proper knowledge.

As you can see, the New Age Movement is not a biblical As you can see, the New Age Movement is not a biblical 
teaching by any means. It is a false religious system. teaching by any means. It is a false religious system. 
It contradicts Christianity in almost all of its main It contradicts Christianity in almost all of its main 
tenets. It is to be avoided, to be guarded against, and tenets. It is to be avoided, to be guarded against, and 
to be defeated with the truth.to be defeated with the truth.



Source of AuthoritySource of Authority    

Generally, New Agers do not speak of a source of Generally, New Agers do not speak of a source of 
authority. If such is referred to, it is not an external authority. If such is referred to, it is not an external 
authority but an internal one. authority but an internal one. 
In the New Age Movement, the individual is In the New Age Movement, the individual is 
considered to be the standard of truth. considered to be the standard of truth. 
New Age proponent Shirley MacLaine reveals the New Age proponent Shirley MacLaine reveals the 
supposed power of the individual when commenting, supposed power of the individual when commenting, 
"It's all my dream. I'm making all of it happen -- good "It's all my dream. I'm making all of it happen -- good 
and bad -- and I have the choice of how I'll relate to it and bad -- and I have the choice of how I'll relate to it 
and what I'll do about it." and what I'll do about it." 
MacLaine goes on to say, "Perhaps everyone has his MacLaine goes on to say, "Perhaps everyone has his 
own truth, and truth as an objective reality simply own truth, and truth as an objective reality simply 
does not exist." does not exist." 



Fourteen Top NAM Beliefs Fourteen Top NAM Beliefs 

(1)(1) An impersonal god (force) An impersonal god (force) 
(2)(2) An eternal universe An eternal universe 
(3)(3) An illusory nature of matter An illusory nature of matter 
(4)(4) A cyclical nature of lifeA cyclical nature of life
(5)(5) The necessity of reincarnationsThe necessity of reincarnations
(6)(6) The evolution of man into godhoodThe evolution of man into godhood
(7)(7) Continuing revelations from beings Continuing revelations from beings 

beyond the worldbeyond the world



Fourteen Top NAM Beliefs Fourteen Top NAM Beliefs 
(8)(8) The identity of man with God The identity of man with God 
(9)(9) The need for meditation (or other The need for meditation (or other 

consciousness-changing  techniques) consciousness-changing  techniques) 
(10)(10) Occult practices (astrology, mediums Occult practices (astrology, mediums 

and so forth) and so forth) 
(11)(11) Vegetarianism and holistic health Vegetarianism and holistic health 
(12)(12) Pacifism (or anti-war activities) Pacifism (or anti-war activities) 
(13)(13) One world (global) orderOne world (global) order
(14)(14) Syncretism (unity of all religions) Syncretism (unity of all religions) 



Conclusion  Conclusion  
The concepts of the New Age Movement are not new The concepts of the New Age Movement are not new 
- they are based on ancient erroneous beliefs about - they are based on ancient erroneous beliefs about 
God, man and the world. God, man and the world. 
The Movement is to be commended for its spiritual The Movement is to be commended for its spiritual 
concern, but it has turned away from the true God to concern, but it has turned away from the true God to 
gods of the spirit world. gods of the spirit world. 
As Paul said of the Jewish leaders of his day, "They As Paul said of the Jewish leaders of his day, "They 
have a zeal for God, but not in accordance with have a zeal for God, but not in accordance with 
knowledge" (Romans 10:2). knowledge" (Romans 10:2). 
Any believer who is tempted to delve into the Any believer who is tempted to delve into the 
teachings of the New Age Movement needs to heed teachings of the New Age Movement needs to heed 
the warnings of the Bible (see Deut. 13:1-3;18:9-12). the warnings of the Bible (see Deut. 13:1-3;18:9-12). 



Conclusion  Conclusion  
God has given us His completed revelation, so we God has given us His completed revelation, so we 
have no need to seek further information through the have no need to seek further information through the 
spirit world. Our need is to know the clear teachings spirit world. Our need is to know the clear teachings 
of the Bible better. of the Bible better. 
Believers should be concerned about world peace, Believers should be concerned about world peace, 
the environment, humane treatment of animals and the environment, humane treatment of animals and 
reaching our full potential in Christ.reaching our full potential in Christ.
Our concern should not be based, however, on the Our concern should not be based, however, on the 
theology of Eastern religions - believing that all these theology of Eastern religions - believing that all these 
things are part of the One, or the impersonal Force.things are part of the One, or the impersonal Force.



Conclusion  Conclusion  
Above all, we should not be naive when we hear Above all, we should not be naive when we hear 
someone mention the terms "God" and "Christ." someone mention the terms "God" and "Christ." 
When the New Agers use these terms, they are not When the New Agers use these terms, they are not 
talking about the God and the Christ of the Bible. talking about the God and the Christ of the Bible. 
Let us love those who have gone after other gods Let us love those who have gone after other gods 
and live before them as dynamic, caring Christians and live before them as dynamic, caring Christians 
so they will see that Christianity is more than a creed; so they will see that Christianity is more than a creed; 
it is life - eternal life. it is life - eternal life. 
Let us be faithful in gently, but firmly, persuading Let us be faithful in gently, but firmly, persuading 
them to turn to the Christ of the Bible who has paid them to turn to the Christ of the Bible who has paid 
the penalty for their sins. the penalty for their sins. 
Let us pray that they will trust in Him as Savior and Let us pray that they will trust in Him as Savior and 
be delivered from their man-centred religion.be delivered from their man-centred religion.
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