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ZoroastrianismZoroastrianism

Zoroastrianism, a unique religion which stresses Zoroastrianism, a unique religion which stresses 
the eternal battle of good versus evil, has had a the eternal battle of good versus evil, has had a 
larger impact than its small number of followers larger impact than its small number of followers 
(100,000) would suggest. (100,000) would suggest. 

It is the religion of one man who lived some 600 It is the religion of one man who lived some 600 
years before the birth of Christ. His name was years before the birth of Christ. His name was 
Zoroaster. The religiously fertile area of Babylonia Zoroaster. The religiously fertile area of Babylonia 
(modern Iraq and Iran) was his home.(modern Iraq and Iran) was his home.

His time and place of birth are unknown, but it is His time and place of birth are unknown, but it is 
generally believed that he was born around 650 generally believed that he was born around 650 
B.C. in Persia. B.C. in Persia. 



HistoryHistory

Zoroastrianism emerged out of a common prehistoric Zoroastrianism emerged out of a common prehistoric 
Indo-Iranian religious system dating back to the early Indo-Iranian religious system dating back to the early 
2nd millennium BC.2nd millennium BC.

Zoroastrian tradition says Zoroaster was a reformer Zoroastrian tradition says Zoroaster was a reformer 
who exalted the deity of Wisdom, Ahura Mazda, to who exalted the deity of Wisdom, Ahura Mazda, to 
the status of Supreme Being and Creator, while the status of Supreme Being and Creator, while 
demoting other deities and rejecting certain rituals.demoting other deities and rejecting certain rituals.

Although older, Zoroastrianism only enters recorded Although older, Zoroastrianism only enters recorded 
history in the mid-5th century BC. Herodotus' The history in the mid-5th century BC. Herodotus' The 
Histories (440 BC) includes a description of Greater Histories (440 BC) includes a description of Greater 
Iranian society with what may be recognizably Iranian society with what may be recognizably 
Zoroastrian features, including exposure of the dead.Zoroastrian features, including exposure of the dead.



History History (cont)(cont)

The Histories is a primary source of information on The Histories is a primary source of information on 
the early period of the Achaemenid era (648–330 the early period of the Achaemenid era (648–330 
BC), in particular with respect to the role of the Magi.BC), in particular with respect to the role of the Magi.

According to Herodotus, the Magi were the sixth tribe According to Herodotus, the Magi were the sixth tribe 
of the Medians, who appear to have been the priestly of the Medians, who appear to have been the priestly 
caste of the Mesopotamian-influenced branch of caste of the Mesopotamian-influenced branch of 
Zoroastrianism today known as Zurvanism, and who Zoroastrianism today known as Zurvanism, and who 
wielded considerable influence at the courts of the wielded considerable influence at the courts of the 
Median emperors.Median emperors.

Following the unification of the Median and Persian Following the unification of the Median and Persian 
empires in 550 BC, Cyrus the Great greatly reduced empires in 550 BC, Cyrus the Great greatly reduced 
the powers of the Magi.the powers of the Magi.



History History (cont)(cont)

It was  under Cyrus the Great that Ezra was granted It was  under Cyrus the Great that Ezra was granted 
permission to return to Israel and rebuilt the temple.permission to return to Israel and rebuilt the temple.

The work on the temple was stopped and not started The work on the temple was stopped and not started 
until King Darius takes the throne. until King Darius takes the throne. 

Some claim that Judaism and Christianity borrowed Some claim that Judaism and Christianity borrowed 
many of their unique characteristics from many of their unique characteristics from 
Zoroastrianism during the period of the exile. Zoroastrianism during the period of the exile. 

But more likely, Judaism influenced the other religion But more likely, Judaism influenced the other religion 
since the Old Testament shows a consistent faith since the Old Testament shows a consistent faith 
from before and after this period.from before and after this period.

And the prophecies about the Messiah were And the prophecies about the Messiah were 
recorded long before the exile.  recorded long before the exile.  



Basic BeliefsBasic Beliefs

Zoroastrians believe that there is one universal and Zoroastrians believe that there is one universal and 
transcendent God, Ahura Mazda. transcendent God, Ahura Mazda. 

He is said to be the one uncreated Creator to whom He is said to be the one uncreated Creator to whom 
all worship is ultimately directed.all worship is ultimately directed.

Ahura Mazda's creation—evident as asha, truth and Ahura Mazda's creation—evident as asha, truth and 
order—is the antithesis of chaos, which is evident as order—is the antithesis of chaos, which is evident as 
druj, falsehood and disorder. druj, falsehood and disorder. 

The resulting conflict involves the entire universe, The resulting conflict involves the entire universe, 
including humanity, which has an active role to play including humanity, which has an active role to play 
in the conflict.  in the conflict.  



Basic Beliefs Basic Beliefs (cont)(cont)

The religion states that active participation in life The religion states that active participation in life 
through good deeds is necessary to ensure through good deeds is necessary to ensure 
happiness and to keep chaos at bay. happiness and to keep chaos at bay. 

This active participation is a central element in This active participation is a central element in 
Zoroaster's concept of free will, and Zoroastrianism Zoroaster's concept of free will, and Zoroastrianism 
rejects all forms of monasticism. rejects all forms of monasticism. 

Ahura Mazda will ultimately prevail over the evil Ahura Mazda will ultimately prevail over the evil 
Angra Mainyu or Ahriman, at which point the Angra Mainyu or Ahriman, at which point the 
universe will undergo a cosmic renovation and time universe will undergo a cosmic renovation and time 
will end. will end. 



Basic Beliefs Basic Beliefs (cont)(cont)

In the final renovation, all of creation—even the souls In the final renovation, all of creation—even the souls 
of the dead that were initially banished to of the dead that were initially banished to 
"darkness"—will be reunited in Ahura Mazda, "darkness"—will be reunited in Ahura Mazda, 
returning to life in the undead form. returning to life in the undead form. 

At the end of time, a savior-figure (a Saoshyant) will At the end of time, a savior-figure (a Saoshyant) will 
bring about a final renovation of the world bring about a final renovation of the world 
(frasho.kereti), in which the dead will be revived.(frasho.kereti), in which the dead will be revived.

These concepts are pointed to by Christian Critics These concepts are pointed to by Christian Critics 
where they say that it was these beliefs that were where they say that it was these beliefs that were 
borrowed in order to create the Christ concept. borrowed in order to create the Christ concept. 



Basic Beliefs Basic Beliefs (cont)(cont)

In Zoroastrian tradition, the "chaotic" is represented In Zoroastrian tradition, the "chaotic" is represented 
by Angra Mainyu, the "Destructive Principle", while by Angra Mainyu, the "Destructive Principle", while 
the benevolent is represented through Ahura the benevolent is represented through Ahura 
Mazda's Spenta Mainyu, the instrument or Mazda's Spenta Mainyu, the instrument or 
"Bounteous Principle" of the act of creation. "Bounteous Principle" of the act of creation. 

It is through Spenta Mainyu that transcendental It is through Spenta Mainyu that transcendental 
Ahura Mazda is immanent in humankind, and Ahura Mazda is immanent in humankind, and 
through which the Creator interacts with the world.through which the Creator interacts with the world.

  According to Zoroastrian cosmology, in articulating According to Zoroastrian cosmology, in articulating 
the Ahuna Vairya formula, Ahura Mazda made His the Ahuna Vairya formula, Ahura Mazda made His 
ultimate triumph evident to Angra Mainyu. ultimate triumph evident to Angra Mainyu. 



Basic Beliefs Basic Beliefs (cont)(cont)

As expressions and aspects of Creation, Ahura As expressions and aspects of Creation, Ahura 
Mazda emanated the Amesha Spentas ("Bounteous Mazda emanated the Amesha Spentas ("Bounteous 
Immortals"), that are each the hypostasis and Immortals"), that are each the hypostasis and 
representative of one aspect of that Creation. representative of one aspect of that Creation. 

These Amesha Spenta are in turn assisted by a These Amesha Spenta are in turn assisted by a 
league of lesser principles, the Yazatas, each league of lesser principles, the Yazatas, each 
"Worthy of Worship" and each again a hypostasis of "Worthy of Worship" and each again a hypostasis of 
a moral or physical aspect of creation.a moral or physical aspect of creation.

Though some of these concepts seem close to some Though some of these concepts seem close to some 
in Christianity, there are large differences that make in Christianity, there are large differences that make 
the two incomparablethe two incomparable



Differences in ChristianityDifferences in Christianity

The God of Zoroastrianism is similar to the God The God of Zoroastrianism is similar to the God 
revealed in the Bible; however, there are some major revealed in the Bible; however, there are some major 
differences. differences. 

Ahura-Mazda is not an all-powerful God but is only Ahura-Mazda is not an all-powerful God but is only 
equal in strength to Angra Mainyu. They are co-equal equal in strength to Angra Mainyu. They are co-equal 
and co-eternal.and co-eternal.

According to the Bible, God is the only all-powerful According to the Bible, God is the only all-powerful 
Being, with His archenemy, Satan, a created being.Being, with His archenemy, Satan, a created being.

Satan is not the opposite of God, for he is neither all-Satan is not the opposite of God, for he is neither all-
powerful nor eternal. powerful nor eternal. 



Differences in Christianity Differences in Christianity (cont)(cont)

Zoroastrianism believes that a person earns favor Zoroastrianism believes that a person earns favor 
with God by his good works. There is no answer to with God by his good works. There is no answer to 
the sin problem of mankind, for the difference the sin problem of mankind, for the difference 
between a good man and a bad man is considered to between a good man and a bad man is considered to 
be only relative. be only relative. 

According to the Bible, there is no one who is good According to the Bible, there is no one who is good 
enough on his own to make it to heaven. This is why enough on his own to make it to heaven. This is why 
Jesus Christ had to die on the cross, to solve the Jesus Christ had to die on the cross, to solve the 
problem of sin. The Bible makes this very clear:problem of sin. The Bible makes this very clear:

As it is written, There is none righteous, not even one As it is written, There is none righteous, not even one 
(Romans 3:10, NASB). For all have sinned and fall (Romans 3:10, NASB). For all have sinned and fall 
short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23, NASB).short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23, NASB).



Differences in Christianity Differences in Christianity (cont)(cont)

The practice of Zoroastrianism involves much that is The practice of Zoroastrianism involves much that is 
occultic and superstitious, something resoundingly occultic and superstitious, something resoundingly 
condemned in the Scripture. condemned in the Scripture. 

The practice of drinking haoma (soma in India), a The practice of drinking haoma (soma in India), a 
hallucinogenic, has become a central rite in hallucinogenic, has become a central rite in 
Zoroastrian worship.Zoroastrian worship.

Any type of involvement in occultic practices is Any type of involvement in occultic practices is 
strongly forbidden by the Bible strongly forbidden by the Bible (Deut. 18:10-12)(Deut. 18:10-12)..

And being drunk or under the influence of anything And being drunk or under the influence of anything 
but the Holy Spirit is condemned but the Holy Spirit is condemned (Eph 5:18)(Eph 5:18)..



Differences in Christianity Differences in Christianity (cont)(cont)

Worship in Zoroastrianism is legalistic and Worship in Zoroastrianism is legalistic and 
impersonal, reflecting the view of its impersonal god, impersonal, reflecting the view of its impersonal god, 
Ahura-Mazda. Ahura-Mazda. 

In Christianity, God is to be worshipped personally In Christianity, God is to be worshipped personally 
with all one's heart, since His nature is personal.with all one's heart, since His nature is personal.

Psalm 100 reflects the proper attitude with which to Psalm 100 reflects the proper attitude with which to 
approach the God of the Bible.approach the God of the Bible.

Zoroastrianism may resemble something of Zoroastrianism may resemble something of 
Christianity on the surface, but a close comparison of Christianity on the surface, but a close comparison of 
the two will reveal the contradictory differences the two will reveal the contradictory differences 
between them.between them.



The New Age MovementThe New Age Movement
The New Age (NAM) movement The New Age (NAM) movement 
has many sub-divisions, but it is has many sub-divisions, but it is 
generally a collection of Eastern-generally a collection of Eastern-
influenced metaphysical thought influenced metaphysical thought 
systems, a conglomeration of systems, a conglomeration of 
theologies, hopes, and theologies, hopes, and 
expectations held together with an expectations held together with an 
eclectic teaching of salvation, of eclectic teaching of salvation, of 
"correct thinking," and "correct "correct thinking," and "correct 
knowledge." knowledge." 

It is a theology of "feel-goodism," It is a theology of "feel-goodism," 
"universal tolerance," and "moral "universal tolerance," and "moral 
relativism."relativism."



The New Age Movement The New Age Movement (cont)(cont)

In the NAM Man is central. In the NAM Man is central. 

He is viewed as divine, as co-creator, as the hope for He is viewed as divine, as co-creator, as the hope for 
future peace and harmony. future peace and harmony. 

A representative quote might be: A representative quote might be: 
 "I am affected only by my thoughts. It needs but "I am affected only by my thoughts. It needs but 

this to let salvation come to all the world. For in this to let salvation come to all the world. For in 
this single thought is everyone released at last this single thought is everyone released at last 
from fear." (A course in Miracles, The from fear." (A course in Miracles, The 
Foundation for Inner Peace, Huntington Station, Foundation for Inner Peace, Huntington Station, 
N.Y. Lesson 228, p. 461.) N.Y. Lesson 228, p. 461.) 



The New Age Movement The New Age Movement (cont)(cont)

Unfortunately for the NAM, the fear from which they Unfortunately for the NAM, the fear from which they 
want to be released might very well be the fear of want to be released might very well be the fear of 
damnation, of conviction of sin, and it is even, damnation, of conviction of sin, and it is even, 
sometimes, fear of Christianity and Christians.sometimes, fear of Christianity and Christians.

Though the NAM is tolerant of almost any theological Though the NAM is tolerant of almost any theological 
position, it is opposed to the "narrow-mindedness" of position, it is opposed to the "narrow-mindedness" of 
Christianity that teaches Jesus is the only way and Christianity that teaches Jesus is the only way and 
that there are moral absolutes.that there are moral absolutes.

NAM is difficult to define because "there is no NAM is difficult to define because "there is no 
hierarchy, dogma, doctrine, collection plate, or hierarchy, dogma, doctrine, collection plate, or 
membership."  membership."  



The New Age Movement The New Age Movement (cont)(cont)

It is a collection, an assortment of different theologies It is a collection, an assortment of different theologies 
with the common threads of toleration and with the common threads of toleration and 
divergence weaving through its tapestry of "universal divergence weaving through its tapestry of "universal 
truth." truth." 

The term "New Age" refers to the "Aquarian Age" The term "New Age" refers to the "Aquarian Age" 
which, according to New Age followers, is dawning. which, according to New Age followers, is dawning. 

It is supposed to bring in peace and enlightenment It is supposed to bring in peace and enlightenment 
and reunite man with God. and reunite man with God. 

Man is presently considered separated from God not Man is presently considered separated from God not 
because of sin (Isaiah 59:2), but because of lack of because of sin (Isaiah 59:2), but because of lack of 
understanding and knowledge concerning the true understanding and knowledge concerning the true 
nature of God and reality.nature of God and reality.



Evolutionary GodhoodEvolutionary Godhood

The New Age Movement is a religious system with The New Age Movement is a religious system with 
two basic beliefs: Evolutionary Godhood and Global two basic beliefs: Evolutionary Godhood and Global 
Unity.Unity.

What is Evolutionary Godhood?What is Evolutionary Godhood?
 It is the next step in evolution. It will not be It is the next step in evolution. It will not be 

physical, but spiritual.physical, but spiritual.
 Evolutionary Godhood means that mankind will Evolutionary Godhood means that mankind will 

soon see itself as god, as the "Christ principle."soon see itself as god, as the "Christ principle."
 The NAM teaches that Man's basic nature is good The NAM teaches that Man's basic nature is good 

and divine. This opposes God's Word which says and divine. This opposes God's Word which says 
that we are all sinners, opposed to God.that we are all sinners, opposed to God.



Evolutionary Godhood Evolutionary Godhood (cont)(cont)

What is Evolutionary Godhood? (continued)What is Evolutionary Godhood? (continued)
 It teaches that since man is divine by nature, he It teaches that since man is divine by nature, he 

then has divine qualities. then has divine qualities. 
 This is an important part of NAM thinking. Because This is an important part of NAM thinking. Because 

the average New Ager believes himself to be the average New Ager believes himself to be 
divine, he can then create his own reality, even if divine, he can then create his own reality, even if 
in conflict with the reality of others (relativism).in conflict with the reality of others (relativism).

 The New Ager who believes in his own divinity and The New Ager who believes in his own divinity and 
ability to create, usurps the authority and position ability to create, usurps the authority and position 
of God. He also is still listening to the lie of the of God. He also is still listening to the lie of the 
devil who spoke to Eve and said she would be like devil who spoke to Eve and said she would be like 
God (Gen. 3:5). God (Gen. 3:5). 



Evolutionary Godhood Evolutionary Godhood (cont)(cont)  

What is Evolutionary Godhood? (continued)What is Evolutionary Godhood? (continued)
 Though not all New Agers adhere to reincarnation, Though not all New Agers adhere to reincarnation, 

most believe in some form or another. most believe in some form or another. 
 And, many believe the Bible was changed to And, many believe the Bible was changed to 

remove any verses that might have taught remove any verses that might have taught 
reincarnation. But this accusation only shows the reincarnation. But this accusation only shows the 
limitation of their knowledge. The Bible never had limitation of their knowledge. The Bible never had 
any references to reincarnation. any references to reincarnation. 

 Reincarnation opposes the Word of God which Reincarnation opposes the Word of God which 
says that it is appointed for man to die once, and says that it is appointed for man to die once, and 
after this comes judgment (Heb. 9:27).after this comes judgment (Heb. 9:27).



Global Unity Global Unity 
Global Unity consists of three major divisions: Man Global Unity consists of three major divisions: Man 
with Man; Man with Nature; and Man with God. with Man; Man with Nature; and Man with God. 

Man with manMan with man
 They teach that we will all learn our proper divine They teach that we will all learn our proper divine 

relationship with one another and achieve relationship with one another and achieve 
harmony and mutual love and acceptance through harmony and mutual love and acceptance through 
the realization and acceptance of this divine the realization and acceptance of this divine 
proper knowledge.  proper knowledge.  

 This hoped-for harmony is economic and spiritual This hoped-for harmony is economic and spiritual 
unity. They are looking for a single world leader unity. They are looking for a single world leader 
who, with New Age principles, will guide the world who, with New Age principles, will guide the world 
into a single harmonious whole. into a single harmonious whole. 



Global Unity Global Unity 
Man with man Man with man (continued)(continued)

 It is also hoped that this leader will unite the world It is also hoped that this leader will unite the world 
into a spiritual unity; that is, a one-world religion. into a spiritual unity; that is, a one-world religion. 

 The New Age hope is reminiscent of the Scriptures The New Age hope is reminiscent of the Scriptures 
that speak of the coming Antichrist. that speak of the coming Antichrist. 

Don't let anyone deceive you in any way, for that day will not Don't let anyone deceive you in any way, for that day will not 
come until the rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness come until the rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness 
is revealed, the man doomed to destruction. He will oppose is revealed, the man doomed to destruction. He will oppose 
and will exalt himself over everything that is called God or is and will exalt himself over everything that is called God or is 
worshiped, so that he sets himself up in God's temple, worshiped, so that he sets himself up in God's temple, 
proclaiming himself to be God. (2 Thess. 2:3-4)proclaiming himself to be God. (2 Thess. 2:3-4)

 See also Rev. 13:17,14:9,11; 16:2; 19:20See also Rev. 13:17,14:9,11; 16:2; 19:20..



Global Unity Global Unity 
Man with natureMan with nature
 Since the NAM says that God is all, and all is God, Since the NAM says that God is all, and all is God, 

then nature is also part of God. Man must then get then nature is also part of God. Man must then get 
in tune with nature and learn to nurture it and be in tune with nature and learn to nurture it and be 
nurtured by it. In this, all people can unite.nurtured by it. In this, all people can unite.

 American Indian philosophies are popular among American Indian philosophies are popular among 
New Agers because they focus on the earth, on New Agers because they focus on the earth, on 
nature, and man's relationship to them.nature, and man's relationship to them.

 New Age philosophy seeks to merge with those New Age philosophy seeks to merge with those 
philosophies that put man and nature on an equal philosophies that put man and nature on an equal 
level. We are no more or less important or different level. We are no more or less important or different 
than our cousin the animal, bird, or fish.than our cousin the animal, bird, or fish.



Global Unity Global Unity 
Man with nature Man with nature (continued)(continued)

 We must live in harmony with them, understand We must live in harmony with them, understand 
them, and learn from them, is the general them, and learn from them, is the general 
philosophy of the New Age.philosophy of the New Age.

 This is opposed to the Scriptural teaching of man's This is opposed to the Scriptural teaching of man's 
superiority over animals (Gen. 1:26-27; 2:19). superiority over animals (Gen. 1:26-27; 2:19). 

 This does not mean that Man must abuse that This does not mean that Man must abuse that 
which he is over, but Man is given the which he is over, but Man is given the 
responsibility of caring for and being stewards of responsibility of caring for and being stewards of 
God's creation (Gen. 2:15). God's creation (Gen. 2:15). 

 God will hold Christians responsible for the God will hold Christians responsible for the 
stewardship that has been entrusted to them. stewardship that has been entrusted to them. 



Global Unity Global Unity 
Man with nature Man with nature (continued)(continued)

 The New Agers have a name for the earth. It is The New Agers have a name for the earth. It is 
Gaia. Gaia is to be revered and respected. Gaia. Gaia is to be revered and respected. 

 Some even worship the earth and nature. This Some even worship the earth and nature. This 
opposes the Scripture that says we are not to have opposes the Scripture that says we are not to have 
any other Gods before God any other Gods before God (Ex. 20:3)(Ex. 20:3)..



Global Unity Global Unity 
Man with GodMan with God
 Since the NAM teaches that man is divine by Since the NAM teaches that man is divine by 

nature, all people, once they see themselves as nature, all people, once they see themselves as 
such, will be helped in their unity of purpose, love, such, will be helped in their unity of purpose, love, 
and development. The goal is to fully realize our and development. The goal is to fully realize our 
own goodness. own goodness. 

 It is obvious that this contradicts Scriptures. It is obvious that this contradicts Scriptures. 
 Rom. 3:10-12: "As it is written: ‘There is no one Rom. 3:10-12: "As it is written: ‘There is no one 

righteous, not even one; there is no one who righteous, not even one; there is no one who 
understands, no one who seeks God. All have understands, no one who seeks God. All have 
turned away, they have together become turned away, they have together become 
worthless; there is no one who does good, not worthless; there is no one who does good, not 
even one." even one." 
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