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Jehovah's Witnesses'

View of Death and Eschatology



  

The Five Big Questions

1. Origin: Where did we come from?
2. Identity: Who are we?
3. Meaning: Why are we here?
4. Morality:  How should we live?
5. Destiny: Where are we going?



  

On Death and Our Final Destination

● Every Philosophy and Religion has answers to 
the Five Questions of Life. 

● What do the following say about Death and our 
Final Destination? (Where are we going? Class discussion)

– Atheism
– Spiritualism
– Hinduism / Buddhism
– Islam
– Christianity



  

Jehovah's Witnesses on Death

● They do not believe that man's soul or spirit is 
distinct from the physical body.

● They believe that man is composed of body and 
“breath” that form a “living soul.”

– “A soul, heavenly or earthly, consists of a body 
together with the life principle or life force 
actuating it.” (Make Sure of All Things, 1965, p 68)

● The person is a “soul” and does not have a 
soul. So when a person dies, they no longer 
exist as a living soul.



  

Attempts at Scriptural Support
● Genesis 2:7 – “And the Lord God formed man 

of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his 
nostrils the breath of life; and man became a 
living soul.” (KJV)

● 1 Peter 3:20 – “In Noah's days...a few people, 
that is , eight souls, were carried safely through 
the water.” (NWT) 

● Joshua 11:11 – “They went striking every 
soul...with the edge of the sword”

● Clearly, they argue, the “soul” is synonymous 
with “living being” in these verses.



  

Death is Extinction

● “If, as the Bible says, man does not have a soul 
but is a soul, then there is no conscious 
existence after death. There is no bliss, and 
there is no suffering. All the illogical 
complications of the 'hereafter' disappear.” 
(Mankind's Search for God, 1990, p 128)

● “When a person is dead he is completely out of 
existence. He is not conscience of anything.” 
(You Can Life Forever in Paradise Earth, 1982, p 88)



  

The Source of the Lie

● Jehovah's Witnesses say that Satan is behind 
the lie that the soul lives on after death

– After God warned Adam and Eve that 
disobedience would bring death, Satan, acting 
through the serpent, contradicted God and told 
them they would not die. (Genesis 3:4)

– “This doctrine is the main one that the Devil has 
used down through the ages to deceive the 
people and hold them in bondage. In fact, it is the 
foundation doctrine of false religion.” (Let God Be 
True, 1946, p 75)



  

Hell is the Grave

● Satan is also behind the lie of hell as an eternal 
place of suffering. It is a “God-dishonoring 
religious doctrine.” (Let God Be True, 1946, p 68) 

● Jehovah's Witnesses say that “hell” simply 
refers to the common grave of humankind. 

– “Yes, good people go to the Bible hell...Sheol and 
Hades refer not to a place of torment but to the 
common grace of all mankind.” (You Can Life Forever 
in Paradise Earth, 1982, p 83)



  

What is in it for Satan

● When Jesus was accused of driving out 
demons by the power of the prince of demons 
Jesus responded:

– “Every kingdom divided against itself will be 
ruined, and every city or household divided 
against itself will not stand. If Satan drives out 
Satan, he is divided against himself. How then 
can his kingdom stand?”

● Jesus said that Satan would be a fool if he 
knowingly worked against his best interest.



  

What is in it for Satan

● So why would Satan make up a lie, like their 
being a place of eternal punishment, when that 
would drive more people to God than to 
himself ?

● Historically many became Christians after 
hearing about Hell and the pain and punishment 
that it held.

● It does not make logical sense for Satan to do 
this as drives away “customers.”



  

“Living Soul” and “Inner Man”

● The Hebrew word for soul (nephesh) can be 
used in reference to a living human being.

● If used in this context it is just describing what 
man is (living being), not what he is not.

● The word is not limited to this one usage alone.  
● It is used also for the seat of the emotions and 

experiences. (Deuteronomy 28:65; Job 30:25; Psalm 13:2; 
Genesis 42:21, Job 3:20; Psalm 6:3; Psalm 86:4)

●  It can refer to the “inner man” within the human 
being. (2 Kings 4:27; Psalm 42:6; Psalm 43:5)



  

Ask...

● Are you aware that the Hebrew word for soul – 
nephesh – can be used in a variety of ways in 
Scripture? (Give some examples)

● Do you concede that the word nephesh, for 
example, can be used to refer to the “inner 
man” as opposed to man as a living being? (If 
he or she says no, have them read the above 
verses and ask the question again)



  

The Soul Exists After Death

● “Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but 
cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One 
who can destroy both soul and body in hell.” 
(Matthew 10:28)

● This verse clearly indicates that it is possible to 
kill the body without killing the soul (psuche).

● Jesus is speaking these words to assure his 
disciples that nothing in the world can destroy 
them, even if they can kill them it will only 
destroy their body.  



  

Ask...

● If the word soul is just another way of referring 
to the “whole person,” as the Watchtower 
Society teaches, then wouldn't the soul die 
when the physical body dies?

● How do you reconcile the Watchtower position 
with Matthew 10:28 which clearly indicates that 
it is possible to kill the body without killing the 
soul?



  

Souls Under God's Alter

● “When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the 
altar the souls of those who had been slain 
because of the word of God and the testimony 
they had maintained. They called out in a loud 
voice, 'How long, Sovereign Lord, holy and true, 
until you judge the inhabitants of the earth and 
avenge our blood?'” (Revelation 6:9-10)

● In this passage it is impossible for “souls” to 
refer to living beings.

● Notice that the souls exist and are conscious 
despite the fact that they were physically slain. 



  

Ask...

● Isn't is impossible for the word “soul” to refer to 
living beings in Revelation 6:9-10 since the text 
would then read, “I saw underneath the alter the 
living beings of those who had been slain”?

● Since these souls had been physically slain—
and since they are obviously conscious in God's 
presence—doesn't this indicate that they have 
an immaterial nature that survived their physical 
slaying (death)?



  

Into Thy Hands I Commit My Spirit

● “Jesus called out with a loud voice, 'Father, into 
your hands I commit my spirit.' When he had 
said this, he breathed his last.” (Luke 23:46)

● Here spirit (pneuma) means ones immaterial 
soul or spirit. The other meanings of the word 
like wind, breath or Spirit of God does not fit.

● It indicates that Jesus' human soul or spirit went 
directly to the Father's presence in heaven 
while His body lay in the tomb.



  

Ask...

● Don't you think that a person reading this verse 
for the first time, without having consulted any 
Watchtower literature, would conclude that the 
verse deals with committing Christ's immaterial 
soul or spirit to the Father?



  

Lord Jesus, Receive My Spirit
● “While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, 

'Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.'” (Acts 7:59)

● This verse would make virtually no sense if we 
interpret “spirit” (pnema) as simply the life-force 
within Stephen that ceased to exist at the 
moment of his death.

● Why would Stephen ask Jesus to “receive” that 
which was about to cease to exist.

● He is clearly asking Jesus to receive and take 
to Himself that part of his self that would survive 
the death of the physical body. 



  

Ask...

● From a plain reading of Acts 7:59, doesn't it 
seem unlikely that Stephen would appeal to 
Jesus to “receive my spirit” if the spirit was 
merely his life-force that was about to be 
extinguished and cease existing? 



  

The Dead in Christ Shall Rise First

“13 Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be 
uninformed about those who sleep in death, so that you do 
not grieve like the rest of mankind, who have no hope. 14 
For we believe that Jesus died and rose again, and so we 
believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have 
fallen asleep in him. 15 According to the Lord’s word, we tell 
you that we who are still alive, who are left until the coming 
of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have 
fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord himself will come down from 
heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the 
archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead 
in Christ will rise first. 17 After that, we who are still alive 
and are left will be caught up together with them in the 
clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with 
the Lord forever.” (1 Thessalonians 4:13-17)



  

Coming Back with Jesus
● The term “sleep” is often used to denote death 

in Scripture. But it is never used to reference 
the immaterial part of man.

● When Jesus returns he will bring with (Greek: 
sun) Him those whose bodies are “sleeping.”

● These are the souls or spirits of those who are 
now with Christ in glory. (2 Cor. 5:8; Phil 1:22-23)

● The Greek word sun indicates that they will be 
in a “side by side” position with Christ, while 
their physical bodies are “sleeping” before the 
two are reunited.



  

Ask...

● According to 1 Thessalonians 4:14, who will 
Jesus bring with Him when he comes again?

● Do these believers have bodies yet? (Obviously 
not, since they do not receive their resurrection 
bodies until verse 16)

● If Jesus is bringing some believers with Him 
(verse 14) but they don't have resurrection 
bodies yet (verse 16), then doesn't this mean 
that the immaterial souls/spirits of these 
believers are with Jesus and will be reunited to 
their bodies at the resurrection?



  

The God of the Living
● “He is not the God of the dead, but of the living, 

for to him all are alive.” (Luke 20:38)

● In this section, Jesus was being quizzed by 
“some of the Sadducees, who say there is no 
resurrection.” (Luke 20:27)

● They asked him what they thought was an 
unanswerable question to show that when we 
die, we are dead and no longer exist.

● Jesus shut them up with this answer and even 
got praise from other of his antagonists, the 
teachers of the law.



  

Ask...

● Why do you think Jesus referred to God as the 
“God...of the living” in reference to Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob (Luke 20:38)?

● Why do you think Jesus said of the dead that 
“all live” to God, using a present tense for “live”, 
thereby indicating present-time living as 
opposed to a future living?



  

To Depart and Be with Christ

● “For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. If I 
am to go on living in the body, this will mean 
fruitful labor for me. Yet what shall I choose? I 
do not know! I am torn between the two: I 
desire to depart and be with Christ, which is 
better by far;” (Philippians 1:21-23)

● Paul says that being with Christ is far better 
than remaining in the physical body and that it 
occurs immediately after one another (Greek: aorist 
infinitive linked by single article and present infinitive). 



  

Ask...
● How could Paul refer to death as gain if death 

meant nonexistence?
● Doesn't it seem to you that Paul defines what 

he means by gain by his words in verse 23: “My 
desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is 
far better”?

● Did you know that the construction of the Greek 
text in verse 23 indicates that departing (dying) 
and being with Christ are two sides of the same 
coin, which means that being with Christ occurs 
immediately after the departing takes place?



  

Absent from the Body, 
Home with the Lord

● “Therefore we are always confident and know 
that as long as we are at home in the body we 
are away from the Lord. For we live by faith, not 
by sight. We are confident, I say, and would 
prefer to be away from the body and at home 
with the Lord.” (2 Corinthians 5:6-8)

● Paul makes it clear that when we die and are 
separated from our bodies, we exist with the 
Lord immediately afterwords.

● We do not cease to exist.



  

Ask...

● What do you think is meant by the phrase, 
“away from the body and at home with the Lord” 
(2 Corinthians 5:8) ?

● Did you know that the Greek word translated 
“with” (in the phrase “at home with the Lord”) is 
one that indicates intimate fellowship?

● How could we have intimate fellowship with the 
Lord after we die if we cease to exist.



  

Other Scriptures They Use

● Psalm 146:3-4 – “Do not put your trust in 
princes, in mortal men, who cannot save. When 
their spirit departs, they return to the ground;     
on that very day their plans come to nothing.”

● Ecclesiastes 9:5 – “For the living know that they 
will die, but the dead know nothing; they have 
no further reward, and even the memory of 
them is forgotten.”



  

Jehovah's Witnesses Eschatology

1. In October 1914, at the end of "seven times" 
Christ was installed as king in heaven and 
Satan and his angels were hurled down to the 
earth, marking the beginning of the end times or 
"last days". (Daniel 7:13,14, Revelation 12:7-12)

2. Fulfillment of prophecies in Matthew 24, Mark 
13, Luke 21 about the "conclusion of the system 
of things" has occurred since 1914 to provide a 
composite "sign" that Jesus' invisible presence 
in heaven has begun.



  

Jehovah's Witnesses Eschatology

3. Jehovah's worshipers will be gathered and 
restored. They do not engage in wars.  (Isaiah 2:2-4, 
Micah:4:5 )

4. The good news about God's kingdom will be 
preached to all nations.(Mathew:24:14)

5. There will be a worldwide "cry of 'peace and 
security'" before the "great tribulation" begins.     
(1 Thessalonians 5:3)

6. All religions, represented by the Babylon the 
Great, except Jehovah's Witnesses, will be 
destroyed by the United Nations. (Revelation 17:16-18)



  

Jehovah's Witnesses Eschatology
7. Satan will attack God's people. (Ezekiel 38:10-12,16,18)

8. Political rulers and other wicked people will be 
destroyed by God at Armageddon.(Rev. 16:14-16)

9. Jesus will bind Satan in an abyss. (Revelation 20:1-3)

10. Jesus will reign for 1000 years from heaven, 
during which righteous people delivered through 
Armageddon will work together with the help of 
Jesus and 144,000 to make the earth a paradise, 
like the original Garden of Eden. In addition, the 
dead will gradually be resurrected and given the 
chance to learn righteousness without Satanic 
influence. Mankind will be restored to perfection.
(Revelation 20:5,6, 5:10, 21:3-5, John:5:28,29)



  

Jehovah's Witnesses on Eternity
11. At the end of the 1000 years, Satan will be let 

loose for a short time as a final test to "mislead 
the nations", after which he will be destroyed 
along with his followers. (Revelation 20:7-10)

12. Our planet earth will not be literally destroyed, 
except the wicked. (Psalms 104:5, 78:69, 37:9-11, Mathew:5:5)

13. With only perfect mankind remaining, Jesus will 
handover the kingdom to the Almighty God 
'Jehovah'. (1 Corinthians:15:24-28)



  

Jehovah's Witnesses on Eternity

14. Those righteous people, who survive the final 
test at the end of the thousand year rule, will live 
forever on a paradise earth.(Psalms:37:29, 72:7,8)

15. All who live on earth will worship the only true 
God, "Jehovah". (Isaiah:11:9)

16. Thus God's original purpose for mankind on 
earth, will be fulfilled. (Genesis:1:28)



  

Ask...
● If death is annihilation (non-existence) as the 

Watchtower teaches, then how can there be 
degrees of punishment as Matthew 10:14,15, 
and 11:20-24 clearly show?

● Wouldn’t the dead have to be conscious if there 
are degrees of punishment? 

● How can it be “more tolerable” for Sodom and 
Gomorrah in the Day of Judgment than for 
those who saw the mighty works of Jesus if 
death is just the grave?

● Does it make sense to say that there are  
degrees of non-existence? 



  

Ask...
● If death is annihilation is it fair for someone who 

is an honorable and just man, but is not a 
Jehovah’s Witness, to receive exactly the same 
punishment as Adolph Hitler, Judas, or some 
other great criminal?

● If in the Old Testament the Jews believed that 
the dead ceased to exist consciously then why 
did God find it necessary to forbid them to 
practice necromancy (seeking after the dead)? 
Why would anyone try to make contact with the 
dead if they believed the dead had no 
conscious existence?



  

Immortality of the Soul or
Resurrection of the Dead

● In 1955 the German theologian Oscar Cullman 
gave a lecture that turned into a small book.

● Cullman's thesis is that the doctrine of the 
immortality of the soul is a pagan Greek belief 
that, to a great extent, supplanted the biblical 
doctrine of the resurrection from the dead.

● Cullman was fighting against liberal theologians 
that said the resurrection of the body was not 
essential to Christianity.

● Jehovah's Witnesses cite his work though they 
do not fully understand his position.



  

Immortality of the Soul or
Resurrection of the Dead

● Jehovah's Witnesses quote him to say that the 
soul does not exist, only that is not what he 
said. He said the soul is not meant to exist 
forever outside the body. 

● Cullman does not deny the existence of the 
human person after death and before the 
resurrection.

● What he denies is a hybrid position that is part 
Christian, part pagan, and fully dualistic.



  

Immortality of the Soul or
Resurrection of the Dead

Immortality of the Soul Resurrection of the Dead
The soul is imprisoned n the 
body.

The soul belongs in the body

The body is inherently evil and 
so needs to be abandoned.

The body is inherently good yet 
corrupted by evil, and so needs 
to be redeemed

Human death is a friend, a 
blessing: it is a natural passage 
from a lower to a higher form of 
life

Human death is an enemy, a 
curse, the consequence of sin; 
it is a passage from life to a 
shady, incomplete state of 
existence.

All Human beings irrespective 
of their beliefs or conduct 
inherently posses this 
immortality of the soul

All Human being will be judged, 
and only those who are 
redeemed will receive immortal 
life (in the body).



  

Immortality of the Soul or
Resurrection of the Dead

Immortality of the Soul Resurrection of the Dead
A complete state of 
blessedness is attained 
immediately upon death.

A complete state of 
blessedness is attained only in 
the future resurrection from the 
dead.

Human immortality is based on 
universal human nature.

Human immortality is based on 
the particular death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ, the 
divine Son incarnate.

Immortality involves passing 
from the material world to the 
immaterial world.

Immortality involves passing 
from this age to the age to 
come.



  

Witnessing Tips
● Jehovah's Witnesses are people.

– They are normal in many ways.
– They have feelings just like other people.
– They are different from one another.
– They are sinners.

● Jehovah's Witnesses are indoctrinated.
– They attend several meetings each week and are 

taught uniformly the same teaching the world over.
– They are required to read 60 pages of Watchtower 

literature a week and 4 pages of Bible text.
– They are discouraged from reading non-Witness 

literature and forbidden ex-Witness material.



  

Witnessing Tips
– They are taught to value unity and organizational 

loyalty at all costs.
– They are discouraged from thinking for 

themselves or studying the Bible by itself.
● Challenge Jehovah's Witnesses stereotypes of 

non-Witnesses
– Be courteous and respectful at all times.
– Know the Bible and what you believe.
– Agree with their biblical insights when right.
– Explain the differences if they are partly right. 



  

Witnessing Tips

● Ask questions, don't just make statements
– It creates rapport and helps you avoid the label of 

“opposer.”
– It helps them think for themselves.
– It helps expose week points  in Watchtower 

doctrine.
● Ask questions based on biblical passages that 

help the Witness see how their doctrine 
conflicts with scripture.



  

Witnessing Tips

● Tactfully show the Witnesses that the 
Watchtower has lied to them.

● Tactfully show the Witness that the Society is 
guilty of false prophecy.

● Don't assume they know the Bible.
● Don't assume there is only one right way to 

witness to Jehovah's Witnesses.
● Don't turn Jehovah's Witnesses away.
● Don't get in over your head.



  

Final Witnessing Do's and Don'ts
● Do – Identify with the Jehovah's Witness.
● Do – Labor persistently with them.
● Do – Exhaust every effort to answer questions
● Do – Allow them to save face
● Don't approach a Jehovah's Witness with a 

spiritual chip on your shoulder
● Don't lose your patience, regardless of how 

dense you may think they are. 
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