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The Nature of God

● Jehovah's Witnesses have a different view of 
God's basic nature than historic Christianity.

● Historic Christianity ascribes three fundamental 
characteristics to God. These all start with the 
word “Omni” which means “All” in Latin.

– Omnipresence – All Present
– Omniscience – All Knowing
– Omnipotence – All Powerful



  

God's Omnipresence
● This means that God is unlimited with respect 

to space. As Wayne Grudem puts it:
– “God does not have size or spatial dimensions 

and is present at every point of space with his 
whole being, yet God acts differently in different 
places." (W. A. Grudem, Systematic Theology, 1994, p 173)

● Scripture References include:
– Highest heavens can't contain God (1 Kings 8:27).
– He is still nearby when we pray, unlike other 

Gods, which don’t even exist (Deuteronomy 4:7).
– He fills heaven and earth and no-one can hide 

from Him. There are no secret places where He is 
excluded (Jeremiah 23:23-24).



  

Psalm 139:7-10

● Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I 
flee from your presence? If I go up to the 
heavens, you are there; if I make my bed in the 
depths, you are there. If I rise on the wings of 
the dawn, if I settle on the far side of the sea, 
even there your hand will guide me, your right 
hand will hold me fast.



  

Watchtower on Omnipresence

● According to the Watchtower, Jehovah God has 
a physical location. This doctrine is closely 
associated with its view that God has a “body of 
spirit.” Jehovah’s influence may reach to all 
corners of the universe, but He is confined to a 
spirit body in a specific location within His 
creation.

– “The true God is not omnipresent, for he is 
spoken of as having a location. (1 Ki. 8:49; John 
16:28; Heb. 9:24) His throne is in heaven. (Isa. 
66:1) He is all-powerful, being the Almighty God.” 
(Aid to Bible Understanding, 1971, p 665)



  

Watchtower Speculation 
on God's Location

● Until the 1950s, the Watchtower taught that 
Heaven was in the Pleiades star system:

– …the group Pleiades. And the reasonable 
suggestion has been made that that center may 
be the heaven of heavens, the highest heaven, 
the throne of God. (Watchtower, 5/15/1895, p. 121)

– The Bible seems to show that God’s throne in 
heaven is in what we call the north, very likely 
near the stars called the Pleiades (Job 38:31) 
(Golden Age, 5/16/1928, p. 540)

– Probably some few days would be required to 
make the journey from heaven to earth (Watchtower, 
7/31/31, p. 203).



  

God's Omniscience

● Omniscience implies the possession of all 
knowledge: past present and future.

– “God knows every possible item of knowledge 
concerning everything that exists or could have 
existed anywhere in the universe at any time in 
the past or that may exist in the centuries or ages 
yet unborn.” (A. W. Tozer, The Knowledge of the Holy, 1987, p 100)

● The necessity of omniscience on the part of 
God may be seen from Ephesians 1:11, which 
says that God "works out everything in 
conformity with the purpose of his will.”



  

Scripture References
● God’s understanding is infinite (Psalm 147:5).
● All persons of the Trinity know each other 

perfectly (Matthew 11:27; 1 Corinthians 2:10-11).
● Nothing is hidden from God’s sight. Everything 

is laid bare before Him (Hebrews 4:13). 
● The Lord watches all of Mankind and considers 

everything they do (Psalm 33:13-15). 
● His eyes are everywhere, keeping watch on the 

wicked and the good (Proverbs 15:3). 
● Each person’s attitudes, behavior and choices 

are in full view of God (Proverbs 5:21).



  

Watchtower on Omniscience

● Jehovah’s Witnesses say that God knows 
everything He wants to know, but He choose 
not to know everything. 

● They ground this belief in what they see as the 
Bible’s teaching that humans make real choices 
with real outcomes. But, they say, if God knows 
everything from the beginning, humans cannot 
make “real” choices.



  

Watchtower on Omniscience

● God chooses to exercise his infinite ability of 
foreknowledge in a selective way and to the 
degree that pleases him, then assuredly no 
human or angel can rightly say: “What are you 
doing?” (Job 9:12 ; Isa. 45:9; Dan. 4:35) It is 
therefore not a question of ability, what God can 
foresee, foreknow, and foreordain, for “with God 
all things are possible.” (Matt. 19:26) The 
question is what God sees fit to foresee, 
foreknow, and foreordain,…” 

– Aid to Bible Understanding, 1971, p. 595  



  

God's Omnipotence

● Omnipotence implies the possession of all 
power, and unlimited power. 

● An omniscient God can do anything He pleases 
(Job 42:2) and is never exhausted. His power is 
unlimited in regard to both its extent and its 
magnitude. 

● What is impossible for man is possible for God 
(Matthew 19:26). Nothing is too hard for Him 
(Jeremiah 32:17). Furthermore, anything can be 
done as easily as anything else, and all acts are 
done effortlessly.



  

God's Omnipotence

● Note also that the possession of omnipotence 
does not demand its exercise. 

● God can do what he wills to do, but he does not 
necessarily will to do anything.

● In other words, God has power over His power.



  

Watchtower on Omnipotence
● “Jehovah’s Witnesses believe in Almighty God, 

Jehovah, Creator of the heavens and the earth. 
The very existence of the intricately designed 
wonders in the universe surrounding us 
reasonably argues that a supremely intelligent 
and powerful creator produced it all.” (Jehovah’s 
Witnesses in the Twentieth Century, 1978, p 3)

● In their practical theology, individual Jehovah’s 
Witnesses often emphasize this attribute of God 
over all others. For example, some have told 
me that “God can do anything He wants – even 
contradict Himself. That’s because He has the 
power to do literally anything.” 



  

Watchtower on Omnipotence 

●  An infinite God must be all-powerful. 
● Historic Christians do not agree, however, that 

God’s infinite power means that He can literally 
do anything imaginable. 

● For example, a Jehovah’s Witness may argue 
that God can lie, because He is all powerful; He 
just chooses not to. The problem with this view 
is that it presupposes a “truth” apart from God 
by which we may determine if God is lying.



  

If God is Local and “Ignorant”

● God did not know that Adam and Eve were 
going to fall, therefore the ransom was not 
planned until after the fall.

● God can make himself lose his memory: 
“Hence God does not keep the wicked ones in 
his memory”. (Watchtower, 1/15/64, p. 52)

● God is bound to a single place: God being an 
individual, a Person with a spirit body, has a 
place where he resides, and so he could not be 
at any other place at the same time (Watchtower, 
2/15/81, p. 6)



  

Jehovah God, Time and Space

● Jehovah God has always existed in space
– There was a time when Jehovah was alone in 

universal space. All life and energy and thought 
were contained in him alone (Let God Be True, 1952, p 
25) 

● Jehovah God has always existed in time
– Jehovah's Witnesses say that God is eternal, 

meaning that he existed in time from eternity past
● But we know that time, space and matter were 

created at a finite point in time and thus God is 
outside of time, space and matter.



  

The Trinity – Jehovah God

● Jehovah's Witnesses say there is no trinity.
– Jehovah, the Almighty God is a solitary person
– Christiandom got the idea for the Trinity from 

pagan religions because of their Apostasy
– The Bible does not use words like “Trinity” or 

“three persons in one God.”
– Scholarly reference works commonly point out 

that the doctrine did not receive formal definition 
until the fourth century



  

The Trinity – Jesus Christ

● Jehovah's Witnesses say that Jesus is not 
Almighty God

– Jesus Christ, before becoming a man, preexisted 
in heaven as the first and only direct creation by 
Jehovah God.

– Jesus was empowered by Jehovah to produce the 
rest of creation

– Jesus resumed his divine position after his death 
and resurrection with the added power and 
privilege of eventually ruling over all creation 
under Jehovah's authority



  

The Trinity – Holy Spirit
● Jehovah's Witnesses say there is no personal 

Holy Spirit
– There is no 3rd divine person named the Holy Spirit
– The “holy spirit” is an impersonal energy or active 

force that God uses and that he gives to his people 
to empower them to obey him.

– Contrary to popular belief, God is not present 
everywhere at all times. Rather, he dwells in the 
spirit realm, in an “established place of dwelling,” or 
residence. From his “established place of dwelling,” 
he can use his active force to reach out into every 
corner of both the spirit realm and the physical 
realm.



  

The Holy Spirit has all the 
Attributes of Personality

● The Holy Spirit has a mind
– The Spirit searches everything (1 Cor 2:10)

– The Holy Spirit knows the mind of God (1 Cor 2:11)

● The Holy Spirit has emotions
– Do not grieve the Holy Spirit (Eph 4:30)

● The Holy Spirit has a will
– He gives gifts individually as He wills (1 Cor 12:11)

– He forbid Paul to preach in Asia (Acts 16:6)



  

Ask...

● How do you reconcile the Watchtower view that 
the Holy Spirit is a “force” with the scriptural 
teaching that the Holy Spirit (1) has a mind and 
can “know” things, (2) has emotions and can 
feel love and grief, and (3) has a will by which 
decisions are made and communicated?



  

The Holy Spirit's Works
Confirm His Personality

● The Holy Spirit Testifies and Teaches
– He testifies of Christ (John 15:26)

– He teaches believers (John 14:26)

● The Holy Spirit Interceded (prays) for Believers
– He helps pray when we are too weak (Rom 8:26)

● The Holy Spirit Issues Commands
– He had Paul and Barnabas set apart for 

missionary work (Acts 13:4)

– He stopped Paul from going to Asia (Acts 16:6)



  

Ask...

● How do you reconcile the Watchtower view that 
the Holy Spirit is a “force” with the scriptural 
teaching that the Holy Spirit does things that 
only a person can do, such as pray for 
believers, speak to people, issue commands to 
people, bear witness, and teach people?

● How do you reconcile the Watchtower view that 
the Holy Spirit is a “force” with the scriptural 
teaching that the Holy Spirit can be lied to, 
grieved, obeyed, and blasphemed?



  

Divine Qualities of the Trinity
DIVINE QUALITY THE FATHER THE SON THE HOLY SPIRIT

OMNIPRESENCE Jeremiah 23:24; 1 Kings 
8:27

Matthew 28:20; 18:20; John 
1:48

Psalm 139:7

OMNISCIENCE Psalm 147:5; 1 John 3:20; 
1 Kings 8:39

John 16:30; 2:24-25 1 Corinthians 2:10-11

OMNIPOTENCE Jeremiah 32:17,27; 
Matthew 19:26; Luke 1:37; 
Psalm 135:6

Matthew 28:18; John 16:15; 
Hebrews 1:3

Romans 15:19

HOLINESS Revelation 15:4 Acts 3:14 Romans 1:4

ETERNITY Psalm 90:2; Romans 16:26 Hebrews 7:3; Isaiah 9:6; John 
8:58

Hebrews 9:14

Each described 
as the TRUTH

John 7:28 John 8:32,36; 14:6; 
Revelation 3:7

John 16:13; 1 John 5:6-7

LORD Luke 1:32; 10:21 Romans 10:9; Philippians 2:11 2 Corinthians 3:17

GOD 1 Peter 1:2; Philippians 
2:11

2 Peter 1:1; Titus 2:13; John 
1:1; 20:28; Hebrews 1:8

Acts 5:3-4; 1 Corinthians 
3:16-17

ALMIGHTY Genesis 17:1 Revelation 1:8; 22:12-13, 20 Zechariah 4:6



  

Divine Work of the Trinity
DIVINE WORK THE FATHER THE SON THE HOLY SPIRIT

CREATION Genesis 2:7; Psalm 
102:25; Isaiah 44:24

John 1:3; Colossians 1:16; 
Hebrews 1:2

Genesis 1:2; Job 33:4; Ps. 
104:30

INCARNATION Hebrews 10:5 Hebrews 2:14; Philippians 2:7 Luke 1:35; Matthew 1:18

CHRIST’S 
RESURRECTION

1 Thessalonians 1:10; 
Romans 6:4; Ephesians 
1:20

John 10:17-18; John 2:18-22 Romans 1:4; 8:11

THEY SANCTIFY Exodus 31:13; Jude 1 Hebrews 2:11; 10:10 1 Peter 1:2

THEY ARE LIFE Deuteronomy 30:20 Colossians 3:4; John 14:6 Romans 8:10

GIVE ETERNAL LIFE Romans 6:23 John 10:28 Galatians 6:8

RAISE THE DEAD John 5:21a; Deuteronomy 
32:39

John 5:21b Romans 8:11

INSPIRE PROPHETS Hebrews 1:1 2 Corinthians 13:3 Mark 13:11; Acts 28:25-27



  

What is the Trinity



  

Jehovah's Witnesses View of Christ

● The Watchtower Society teaches that Jesus 
Christ was the first created being of Jehovah 
God. Jehovah God created Jesus as a divine-
like spirit at some point in ancient, pre-creation 
time. 

– "This means that he was created before all the 
other spirit sons of God, and that he is the only 
one who was directly created by God" (You Can Live 
Forever in Paradise on Earth, 1982, p. 58).



  

“The Word” was Micheal 

● In His preexistence, Jesus was known as "the 
Word" (John 1:3,10,14) because He was God's 
spokesman, according to the Watchtower 
Society. He is also identified by Jehovah's 
Witnesses with Michael the archangel.

– "Reasonably, then, the archangel Michael is 
Jesus Christ. So the evidence indicates that the 
Son of God (Jesus) was known as Michael before 
he came to earth." (Reasoning from the Scriptures, 1985, 
p 218)



  

Christ Created All “Other” Things

● The Watchtower teaches that through the 
agency of the prehuman Christ, Jehovah 
created all other things in the universe. 

– "He is also God's 'only-begotten' Son in that he is 
the only one directly created by Jehovah God; all 
other things came into existence through him as 
God's Chief Agent." (The Truth that Leads to Eternal Life, 
1968, p 47)



  

Agent, not Co-Creator

● This Agent, however, is not to be confused as 
being a Co-creator with God. 

– "The Son's share in the creative works, however, 
did not make him a Co-creator with the Father. 
Rather than a Co-creator, then, the Son was the 
Agent or instrumentality through whom Jehovah, 
the Creator worked." (Aid to Bible Understanding, 1971, p 
918)



  

Who Was Christ

● Christians maintain there is no scriptural 
evidence to equate Michael the archangel with 
the prehuman Christ. 

● The Watchtower Society's assertion that they 
are the same person is based on their incorrect 
assumptions about Christ's creation and 
misinterpretations of Daniel 10 and 12, Jude 9, 
and 1 Thessalonians 4:16, none of which 
identify Michael as Christ. 



  

Who Was Christ

● Also, Christians contend that Christ was not 
merely a created being, but eternally 
preexistent as God the Son with the Father. He 
was indeed the Creator, with the Father and the 
Spirit, of all things (see John 1:1-14; Phil. 2:5-
11; Col. 1:15-20; Rev. 3:14).



  

Was Jesus Michael

● Daniel 10:13 calls Michael “one of the foremost 
princes” (NWT).

● He is called the “prince” of God's people (vs 21)

● Daniel 12:1 says, “Michael will stand up, the 
great prince who is standing in behalf of the 
sons of your people.”

● The phrase “stand up” means “take control and 
reign as king” which Jesus did in 1914.

● Therefore Jesus was Michael before he was 
Jesus.



  

Ask...
● Where in the text of Daniel 10 and 12 is there 

any explicit statement that this is a reference to 
Jesus Christ?

● If Jesus is the first and highest of all created 
beings, then why is Michael called “one of the 
chief princes” in Daniel 10:13?

● Doesn’t this verse indicate that Michael is one 
among a group of equals?

● If no angel can ever be called God's Son 
(Hebrews 1:5) and if Jesus is in fact the Son of 
God, then doesn't this mean that Jesus cannot 
be the archangel Michael?



  

Ask...

● If no angel can rule the world (Hebrews 2:5) 
and if Scripture clearly says that Christ is ruler 
of the world (Luke 1:32-33; Revelation 19:16) 
then doesn't this mean that Christ cannot be the 
archangel Michael?

● Since Michael the archangel could not rebuke 
the devil in his own authority (Jude 9) and 
Jesus could and did (Matthew 4:10; 16:23; 
Mark 8:33) doesn't that mean Michael and 
Jesus cannot be the same person.



  

Not “The” God but “A” God
● “In the beginning the Word was, and the Word 

was with God, and the Word was a god.” (John 
1:1, New World Translation)

● But other versions say “the Word was God.”
● The Watchtower Society argues that the first 

occurrence of God is preceded with a definite 
article and the second is not. This means the 
first is THE God and the second is a god.

● Further, they say that Jesus can not be God 
because he is “with” God. You can not be with 
yourself so Jesus has to be a separate entity.  



  

“Mighty God” not “Almighty God”

● Jehovah's Witnesses point out that Isaiah 9:6 
refers to the coming Messiah as “Mighty God” 
but not Almighty God. That is reserved for 
Jehovah alone.

● Seeing that John 1:1 refers to Jesus as a god, 
they contend that he is a lessor god, which is 
why Jehovah is called an Almighty God.

● It would not make sense to call one an Almighty 
God unless there were lessor gods too.



  

Ask...

● How do you reconcile Jehovah-God's statement 
in Deuteronomy 32:39 that “there is no god 
beside me” as well as His statement in Isaiah 
45:5 that “besides me there is no God” with the 
Watchtower teaching that there is both a “God 
Almighty” and a “mighty” god?

● Who will you believe, the Watchtower Society 
or God's own assertions as recorded in holy 
scriptures?



  

Ask...

● If the Greek word for God (theos) can be used 
of Jehovah without a definite article in New 
Testament verses like Luke 20:38, doesn't this 
undermine the Watchtower argument that 
Jesus is a lesser god because the definite 
article is not used with theos in John 1:1?



  

Ask
● Since Jehovah is called “Mighty God” in Isaiah 

10:21 just as Jesus is called “Mighty God” in 
Isaiah 9:6, doesn’t this mean the Watchtower 
Society is wrong in saying that the designation 
“Mighty God” indicates a lessor deity?

● If Jesus is Mighty God just as Jehovah is a 
Mighty God, what does this tell you about 
Jesus' divine nature?

● Since Isaiah 44:6, 44:8 and 45:5 say that there 
is one God only, and we see that Jesus and 
Jehovah are called the “Mighty God”, doesn't it 
seem like this lends support to the doctrine of 
the Trinity?



  

Jehovah: The Only True God

● Christian: According to John 17:3, how many 
true Gods are there?

● JW: Only one, Jehovah the Father
● Christian: Quite right. Now, would you agree 

that whatever is not true must be false?
● JW: Yes, I suppose so.
● Christian: Then, if there is only one true God, all 

other gods must be false gods, right?
● JW: Yes, I can see that.



  

Jehovah: The Only True God
● Christian: Now, according to John 1:1 in the 

New World Translation, Jesus is a god. Do you 
agree with that?

● JW: Of course.
● Christian: Well then, is Jesus a true god or a 

false god?
● JW: Hmmm...I don't know.
● Christian: He can't be a false god, can he, since 

that would mean the apostle John was guilty of 
falsely honoring Jesus as a god? Therefore, he 
must be a true God. But Jehovah is the only 
true God. Therefore Jesus must be Jehovah.



  

Jesus the “Only Begotten” Son

● The Watchtower Society teaches that Jesus is 
the first and only creation that Jehovah God did 
which is why Jesus is called the only begotten.

– “By virtue of his being the sole direct creation of 
his Rather, the firstborn Son was unique, different 
from all others of God's sons, all of whom were 
created or begotten by Jehovah through the 
firstborn Son.” (Aid to Understanding the Bible, 1971, p.918)

● This means Jesus was created and could not 
be part of any Trinity. He cannot be God.



  

What does “Only Begotten” Mean
● Isaac was not Abraham's was not the only son 

Abraham begat, yet he is called his “only-
begotten” son.

● From the context, the phrase has to mean that 
he was Abraham's unique, special son.

● The Greek “only begotten” (monogenes) literally 
means one kind or one type – one of a kind.

● Isaac was unique and special because through 
him God's plan for his people would happen.

● In the same way it is through Jesus that God's 
plan for all mankind would happen.



  

Jesus is Jehovah (and so are the 
Father and the Holy Spirit

● The bottom line is that all of the attributes and 
works associate with Jehovah are also 
associated with Jesus.

● In fact, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are all 
called God, all do the works of God, and all 
possess the attributes of God.

● The only conclusion from scripture is that while 
we find three persons referenced, we have only 
one God – thus we have the Trinity. 



  

Reading the Bible Leads to special
Believing in the Trinity

● “They say that it is sufficient to read the bible 
exclusively, either alone or in small groups at 
home. But, strangely, through such ‘Bible 
reading,’ they have reverted right back to the 
apostate doctrines that commentaries by 
Christendom’s clergy were teaching 100 years 
ago…” (The Watchtower, August 15, 1981, pp. 28-29)

● The Watchtower says that the Trinity, the deity 
of Christ, and the physical resurrection of Christ 
are all false doctrines.  Yet, the Watchtower 
says that if you read the Bible by itself you will 
end up believing these doctrines.
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