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Practices and Prohibitions

● Jehovah's Witnesses endeavor to remain 
"separate from the world", which is regarded as 
a place of moral contamination and under the 
control of Satan, refusing any political and 
military activity and limiting social contact with 
non-Witnesses.

● Members practice a strict moral code, which 
forbids premarital and homosexual sex, 
adultery, smoking, drunkenness and drug 
abuse, blood transfusions and many others.



  

Discipline and Control
● Discipline within congregations is maintained by 

a system of judicial committees, which have the 
power to expel members who breach 
organizational rules and demand their shunning 
by other Witnesses. These threats deter most 
members from dissident behavior.

● Members are expected to participate regularly 
in evangelizing work and attend all 
congregation meetings, as well as regular 
large-scale conventions, which are highly 
structured and based on material from Watch 
Tower Society publications.



  

Unity and Harmony
● "Today, harmony of belief and unity of  action prevail 

among Jehovah’s Witnesses, who total some 
7,000,000 in well over 100,000 congregations around 
the earth.  How is such unity possible, especially in 
view of the turmoil and divisive thinking prevalent in 
today’s world?  Principally, unity results from the clear 
and decisive direction that Jesus Christ, the Head of 
the congregations, provides through “the faithful and 
discreet slave,” represented by its Governing Body.  
(Matt.24:45-48) Unity also results from the way the 
worldwide brotherhood cooperates willingly with the 
direction of the Governing Body."

– Bearing Thorough Witness, 2009, p 113   



  

How Can You Find the True Religion? 
(From lesson 13 of “What Does God Require of Us?” circa 1996)

1)Jesus started one true Christian religion. So today there 
must be just one body, or group, of true worshipers of 
Jehovah God. (John 4:23, 24; Ephesians 4:4, 5) The 
Bible teaches that only a few people are on the narrow 
road to life.—Matthew 7:13, 14.

2)The Bible foretold that after the death of the apostles, 
wrong teachings and unchristian practices would slowly 
come into the Christian congregation. Men would draw 
away believers to follow them instead of Christ. 
(Matthew 7:15, 21-23; Acts 20:29, 30) That is why we 
see so many different religions that claim to be 
Christian. How can we identify true Christians? 



  

How Can You Find the True Religion?
3)The most outstanding mark of true Christians is that 

they have real love among themselves. (John 13:34, 35) 
They are not taught to think that they are better than 
people of other races or skin color. Neither are they 
taught to hate people from other countries. (Acts 10:34, 
35) So they do not share in wars. True Christians treat 
one another as brothers and sisters.—1 John 4:20, 21. 

4)Another mark of true religion is that its members have a 
deep respect for the Bible. They accept it as the Word of 
God and believe what it says. (John 17:17; 2 Timothy 
3:16, 17) They treat God's Word as being more 
important than human ideas or customs. (Matthew 15:1-
3, 7-9) They try to live by the Bible in their everyday life. 
So they do not preach one thing and then practice 
another.—Titus 1:15, 16.



  

How Can You Find the True Religion?

5)The true religion must also honor God's name. (Matthew 
6:9) Jesus made God's name, Jehovah, known to 
others. True Christians must do the same. (John 17:6, 
26; Romans 10:13, 14) Who are the people in your 
community that tell others about God's name?

6)True Christians must preach about God's Kingdom. 
Jesus did so. He always talked about the Kingdom. 
(Luke 8:1) He commanded his disciples to preach this 
same message in all the earth. (Matthew 24:14; 28:19, 
20) True Christians believe that only God's Kingdom will 
bring true peace and security to this earth.—Psalm 
146:3-5. 



  

How Can You Find the True Religion?

7)Jesus' disciples must be no part of this wicked world. 
(John 17:16) They do not get involved in the world's 
political affairs and social controversies. They avoid the 
harmful conduct, practices, and attitudes that are 
common in the world. (James 1:27; 4:4) Can you 
identify a religious group in your community that has 
these marks of true Christianity?



Some Practices and Prohibitions
● Consistently use God's real name “Jehovah”
● Regularly preach (witness) door-to-door
● Do not celebrate secular or religious holidays 

like birthdays, Thanksgiving, Christmas and 
Easter

● Do not wear crosses
● Do not take blood transfusions
● Do not participate in politics, or wars



“Witnesses” of Jehovah
● Isaiah 43:10 – “YOU are my witnesses,” is the 

utterance of Jehovah, “even my servant whom I 
have chosen, in order that YOU may know and 
have faith in me, and that YOU may understand 
that I am the same One. Before me there was 
no God formed, and after me there continued to 
be none.”  (NWT)

● Jehovah's Witnesses believe that out of all the 
religious groups on planet earth, they alone are 
chosen by God and have been deemed His 
“witnesses.” (Man's Salvation Out of World Distress At Hand, 
1975 p.329; Let Your Name Be Sanctified, 1961, pp. 245, 361; Let 
God Be True, 1952, p. 200)



“Witnesses” of Jehovah

● One reason they give for their being the only 
true followers of God is because they alone use 
God's true name consistently – “Jehovah.”

● They are taught that superstitious Jewish 
scribes long ago removed this sacred name 
from the Bible.

● That is why the New World Translation has 
“faithfully” restored the devine name in the Old 
Testament where the Hebrew consonants 
YHWH appear.



“Witnesses” of Jehovah

● The NWT also inserts “Jehovah” into the New 
Testament where they believe the text refers to 
the Father.

● This is done in spite of there being no Greek 
manuscipt that supports their translation.

● The Greek manuscripts use the words “Lord” 
(kurios) and “God” (theos), even when quoting 
the Old Testament.



The Watchtower on “Jehovah”

● For many centuries, particularly after the days 
of Jesus and his apostles, the meaning of the 
name Jehovah has been lost to sight, and even 
the very name has been pushed into the 
background. Only in very recent years has God 
caused his name to be brought forth again to 
the light and its meaning to be made known to 
his faithful servants, because it is the due time 
and the vindication of his name Jehovah draws 
near. Let none now ignore that name!

– The Truth Shall Make You Free, 1943, p. 34



Origin of the name “Jehovah”

● In the original Hebrew there were no vowels.
● Vowel “points” were later added to the text 

which corresponded to the spoken language.
● Vowels points were not added to YWAH lest 

anyone try to pronouce it and do it wrong, thus 
possible violating the third commandment.

● When reading the scriptures they would 
substitute “Adonai” (Lord) or some other name 
of God when they got to YWAH.  



Origin of the name “Jehovah”

● Eventually some Hebrew scribes inserted the 
vowels from Adonai into YHAW to get Yahowah 
which was later pronouned Jehovah.

● The Watchtower admits this.
– While inclining to view the pronunciation 

"Yah.weh" as the more correct way, we have 
retained the form "Jehovah" because of people's 
familiarity with it since the 14th century. (The 
Kingdom Interlinear Translation of the Greek Scriptures, 1969, 
pp. 18,19)



Origin of the name “Jehovah”

● Furthmore they state:
– By combining the vowel signs of 'Adho.nay and 

'Elo.him' with the four  consonants of the 
Tetragrammaton the pronunciations Yeho.wah' 
and Yehowih' were formed. The first of these 
provided the basis for the Latinized form 
"Jehova(h)." The first recorded use of this form 
dates from the thirteenth century C.E. Raymundus 
Martini, a Spanish monk of the Dominican Order, 
used it in his book Pugeo Fidei of the year 1270. 
Hebrew scholars generally favor "Yahweh" as the 
most likely pronunciation.

● Aid to Bible Understanding, 1971, pp. 884, 885



Saying “Jehovah” needed for 
Our Salvation

● Have you been taught to use God's name, 
Jehovah? If not, your salvation is in jeopardy, 
for "everyone who calls on the name of 
Jehovah will be saved"! -- Acts 2:21; compare 
Joel 2:32. (The Watchtower, August 15, 1997, p. 6)

● Two verses are used in suport:
– Exodus 3:15
– Matthew 6:9



Ask...
● If the more correct pronunciation of YHAW is 

Yahwah then why is God unhappy unless we 
call him Jehovah, a 13th centruy pronunciation?

● In other words, if we take accurate knowledge 
about God's name and use that accurate 
knowledge, as opposed to using the name 
Jehovah, why do we risk our salvation?

● In light of the fact that God is often identified as 
“the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob” without any mention of Jehovah, 
doesn't this mean that the name Jehovah is not 
the only way that God can be addressed?



Ask...

● Since Jesus never addressed the Father as 
Jehovah, and since He taught that we can 
address God as Father, doesn't this mean that 
the name Jehovah is not the only expression by 
which God can be addressed?

● How can the Watchtower Society argue for the 
profound accuracy of the Old and New 
Testament manuscripts and at the same time 
say that the name Jehovah was stripped from 
the manuscripts?



 Ask...

● In whose name should we meet together? 
(Matthew 18:20; 1 Corinthians 5:4)

● Demons are subject to whose name? 
(Luke 10:17; Acts 16:18)

● Repentance and forgiveness should be 
preached in whose name? (Luke 24:47)

● In whose name are you to believe and receive 
the forgiveness of sins? 
(John 1:12; 3:16; Acts 10:43; 1 John 3:23; 5:13)

● By whose name, and no other, do we obtain 
salvation? (Acts 4:12)



Ask...

● Whose name should be invoked as we bring 
our petitions to God in prayer? 
(John 14:13-14; 15:16; 16:23-24)

● In whose name is the Holy Spirit sent? (John 14:26)

● Whose name and authority was invoked by the 
disciples in healing the sick and lame? 
(Acts 3:16; 4:7-10,30)

● Whose name did Paul tell us to call upon? 
(1 Corinthians 1:2)

● Whose name is above every name? 
(Ephesians 1:21; Phillippians 2:9-11)



Finally Ask...

● According to Acts 1:8 of whom are we to be 
witnesses?

● With your near-exclusive emphasis on Jehovah, 
can you honestly say that you are being 
obedient to Acts 1:8?

● Should a person call on Jehovah for salvation, 
which no one ever heard of until the 1270 or 
should he call on a different name, the name of 
Jesus?



The Significance of 
the Names of God in Scripture

● In our twentieth century Western culture, 
personal names are little more than labels to 
distinguish one person from another. 
Sometimes nicknames are chosen which tell 
something about a person.

● In Scripture, the names of God are like 
miniature portraits and promises. In Scripture, a 
person’s name identified them and stood for 
something specific. This is especially true of 
God. Naming carried special significance. It 
was a sign of authority and power. 



Names of God

● The many names in Scripture constitute 
additional revelation of God’s character, His 
works, and His relationship to us based on His 
character and works. 

● The names which God chose for Himself and 
which are ascribed to Him in the Word of God 
are additional revelations of the who and what 
of God that we may know and relate to God.

● Check this weeks web post for a link to one 
article on the names of God. 



House to House Preaching

● Acts 20:20 - “You know that I have not 
hesitated to preach anything that would be 
helpful to you but have taught you publicly and 
from house to house.”

● "Do you know of anyone else who preaches 
about God's Kingdom from house to house 
throughout the world?" (Does God Care?, 2001 p.30)

● They mean by this that because  other so-
called Christian groups do not go preaching 
door-to-door, the Jehovah's Witnesses are 
cleary the only true people of God. 



House to House Preaching
● "The method of teaching and preaching employed 

by Jehovah's witnesses is primitive. That is to say, 
they use the original method of preaching instituted 
by Jehovah's Great Witness, Christ Jesus. He and 
his apostles preached publicly and from house to 
house. (Acts 20: 20) Every true Christian minister 
of the gospel is commanded to follow in their foot- 
steps and must do likewise. (1 Peter 2: 21; Luke 
24: 48; Acts I: 8; 10: 39-42) Since Jehovah's 
witnesses take the message to the people, their 
preaching is distinguish-able from that of the 
religious clergy, who require people to come to 
them and sit at their feet to be preached to." (Let God 
Be True, First Edition, 1946, pages 213, 214.)



Biblical Response
● There is good reason  to believe that the phrase 

“house to house” in Acts 20:20 most likely 
refers to house churches.

● In the early days of Christianity there were no 
church buildings in which to meet.

● The early Chrstians are seen “breaking bread 
from house to house.” (Acts 2:46; 5:42)

● They gathered from prayer in the house of 
Mary, the mother of Mark (Acts 12:12)

● Other examples are abundant in the New 
Testament (Col 4:15, Rom 16:5; 1 Cor 16:19, Phil 2)



Biblical Response
● In light of the above, Paul's ministry was 

actually from house-church to house-church.
● Acts 20:17 shows that Paul was addressing the 

elders of the churches in this section.
● Even if Paul taught house to house it would not 

support the Watchtower position.
● Just because something took place in the first 

centruty church, it is not grounds for saying the 
same thing needs to happen now.

● Acts 4:32 would say we all need to live a 
communal life and not own anything.



Ask...

● Does the fact that a redistribution of wealth 
happened historially in the early church mean 
that you must give up all your personal property 
so it can be equally distributed amoung the 
poorer Jehovah's Witnesses?

● Just because something took place in the first 
century of church history, is that grounds for 
saying that the same thing should be done 
throughout every centruy in church history?

● If so do we women need to wear head 
coverings like it says in 1 Corinthians 11:6 ?



Birthdays
● The Watchtower Society strictly forbids the 

celebration of birthdays. Even the act of 
sending a birthday card to someone can bring 
discipline by a judicial committee.

– The only two birthday celebrations spoken of in 
the Bible were held by persons who did not 
worship Jehovah. (Genesis 40:20-22; Mark 6:21, 
22, 24-27) The early Christians did not celebrate 
birthdays. The custom of celebrating birthdays 
comes from ancient false religions. True 
Christians give gifts and have good times together 
at other times during the year.

● What Does God Require of Us, lesson 11



Ask...

● Based on a reading of Genesis 40:20-22, isn't it 
more logical to conclude that it is Pharaoh that 
is portrated as evil and not birthdays?

● What is the source of evil in Genesis 40:20-22, 
the Pharaoh or the birthday?

● Since the Pharaoh's doing something evil on his 
birthday means birthdays are bad, then does 
the fact that Pharoh did something nice on his 
birthday mean there is something nice about 
birthdays too?



Ask...

● Based on a reading of Matthew 14:6-10, isn't it 
more logical to conclude that it is Herod that is 
portrayed as evil and not birthdays?

● What is the source of evil in Matthew 14:6-10, 
Herod or the birthday?

● Since Job 1:4 is seen by many Bible scholars 
as his children celebrating their birthdays (on 
his day) and Job was a righteous man, why 
does the Watchtower Society say all birthday 
celebrations are evil?



Scripture Repsonse
● One man considers one day more sacred than 

another; another man considers every day 
alike. Each one should be fully convinced in his 
own mind. He who regards one day as special, 
does so to the Lord. He who eats meat, eats to 
the Lord, for he gives thanks to God; and he 
who abstains, does so to the Lord and gives 
thanks to God. (Romans 14:5-6)

● Therefore do not let anyone judge you by what 
you eat or drink, or with regard to a religious 
festival, a New Moon celebration or a Sabbath 
day. (Colossians 2:16 )



Scripture Repsonse
● “So then, about eating food sacrificed to idols: 

We know that an idol is nothing at all in the 
world and that there is no God but one.” (8:4)

● “But food does not bring us near to God; we are 
no worse if we do not eat, and no better if we 
do.” (8:8)

● “Everything is permissible”—but not everything 
is beneficial. “Everything is permissible”—but 
not everything is constructive. (10:23)

● Eat anything sold in the meat market without 
raising questions of conscience (10:26)



Wearing Crosses

● The Jehovah's Witnesses teach that the cross 
is a pagan religious symbol. 

– Jesus did not die on a cross. He died on a pole, or 
a stake. The Greek word translated "cross" in 
many Bibles meant just one piece of timber. The 
symbol of the cross comes from ancient false 
religions. The cross was not used or worshiped by 
the early Christians. Therefore, do you think it 
would be right to use a cross in worship?—
Deuteronomy 7:26; 1 Corinthians 10:14. 

● What Does God Require of Us, lesson 11



Ask...

● Are you aware that historical evidence affirms 
that the Greek word for cross (stauros) was 
used to represent a variety of wooden 
structures used for execution, including ones 
resembling the shapes of a T, +, X and an 
upright stake?

● If Jesus was crucified on an upright stake, then 
why does John 20:25 say that “nails” were used 
for his hands as opposed to a single “nail”?



Ask...

● In view of John 21:18-19, how can a 
crucification be on an upright stake if the hands 
are outstretched?

● If Jesus was crucified on an upright stake, then 
why does Matthew 27:37 say a sign was put 
above Jesus' head instead of saying it was over 
his hands?



Is Wearing a Cross Idolatress?

● Jehovah's Witnesses say that wearing a cross 
is a form of idolotry.

– Therefore, my dear friends, flee from idolatry.
● 1 Corinthians 10:14

– “You shall not make for yourself an idol in the 
form of anything in heaven above or on the earth 
beneath or in the waters below. You shall not bow 
down to them or worship them; for I, the LORD 
your God, am a jealous God, punishing the 
children for the sin of the fathers to the third and 
fourth generation of those who hate me...”

● Exodus 20:4-5



Ask...

● So you think that Christians bow down and 
worship the corss?

● Are you aware that when a Christian wears a 
cross, it is not because he or she worships or 
venerates it but because the cross represents a 
worshipful attitude toward Christ and His work 
of salvation?

● Since Christians do not bow down and worship 
crosses, then the prohibition in Exodus 20:4-5 
is not relevant to a discussion of crosses, is it?



Symbols



Blood Transfusions

● Jehovah's Witnesses believe that referneces to 
“eating blood” in the Bible prohibit receiving 
blood via transfusion. (Genesis 9:4; Leviticus 7:26-27)

● This prohibition was repeated in the New 
Testament. (Acts 15:28-29)

● The backdrop to the Watchtower position is that 
blood is sacred. (Leviticus 17:11-12)



Biblical Response

● Jesus showed that the law could be “broken” 
when human life was at stake. (Luke 6:6-11)

● Even David did what was wrong (eating the 
bread meant for the preists) in order to save the 
life of his men. (Luke 6:3-4)

● In context, the prohibitions were all about the 
eating of animal blood so had nothing to do with 
the transfusion of human blood. 



Ask...

● Would you really allow your baby to die 
because of instructions from the Watchtower 
Society?

● Did you know that the Watchtower Society 
prohibited vaccinations in the early 1930's but 
then reversed its position and began allowing 
htem in the 1950's?

● Did you know that the Watchtower Society 
prohibited organ transplates in 1967 and then 
reversed its position in 1980?



Ask...

● How do you think Jehovah's Witness parents 
whose children had died as the result of not 
having a vaccination or an organ transplant felt 
when the Watchtower Society reversed its 
position?

● What do you think accounts for the 
Watchtower's inconsistency on medical issues?

● Is such inconsistency fitting for a prophet of 
God, as the Watchtower Society claims to be?



Ask...

● Since the medical profession agrees that blood 
is not takin into the body as food to digest but 
simply replenishes essential, life-sustaining 
fluid, is it not patently clear that a transfusion is 
different from eating?

● Have you considered the possibility that blood 
transfusions use blood for the same purpose 
that God intended, as a life-giving agent in the 
bloodstream.



Ask...

● Why do Watchtower leaders prohibit blood 
transfusions but allow the eating of fat since 
that was forbidden in Leviticus 3:17?

● Did you know that orthodox Jews, to whom this 
law was given and who meticulously drain the 
blood from their kosher food, will accept a blood 
transfusion?

● Do you know a single medical doctor who says 
that blood transfusions are the same as eating 
blood via the mouth?



Ask...

● Despite medical and theological evidence to the 
contrary on the issue of blood transfusions, are 
you going to continue trusting the Watchtower, 
an organization that once prohibited 
vaccinations and organ transplants and then 
reversed its teaching on both?

● Would you really allow your baby to die 
because of this Watchtower prohibition?



Politics
● “Jesus Christ said of his followers: ‘They are no 

part of the world, just as I am no part of the 
world.’…Jehovah’s Witnesses take this 
principle seriously. Being ‘no part of the world,’ 
they are neutral in the political affairs of the 
world.” (The Watchtower, November 1, 1999, p. 28)

● Christians should have no part in governmental 
affairs because Satan is in control of worldly 
governments. The Watchtower book Reasoning 
from the Scriptures, notes that “1 John 5:19 
says, ‘the whole world is lying in the power of 
the wicked one.’ At John 14:30, Jesus referred 
to Satan as being ‘the ruler of the world.’ 



Biblical Response

● “The decision is announced by messengers, the 
holy ones declare the verdict, so that the living 
may know that the Most High is sovereign over 
the kingdoms of men and gives them to anyone 
he wishes and sets over them the lowliest of 
men.” (Daniel 4:17)

● “Everyone must submit himself to the governing 
authorities, for there is no authority except that 
which God has established. The authorities that 
exist have been established by God.” (Romans 
13:1)



Biblical Response

● “Consequently, he who rebels against the 
authority is rebelling against what God has 
instituted, and those who do so will bring 
judgment on themselves. For rulers hold no 
terror for those who do right, but for those who 
do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of 
the one in authority? Then do what is right and 
he will commend you. For he is God’s servant 
to do you good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, 
for he does not bear the sword for nothing. He 
is God’s servant, an agent of wrath to bring 
punishment on the wrongdoer..” (Romans 13:2-4)



Ask...
● Does the Bible say in Romans 13:1 that the 

governing authorities “…which exist are 
established by God?”

● Since God is the one who “established” human 
governments, how can it be wrong for 
Christians to take part in God’s arrangement for 
maintaining law and order?

● Since Jehovah God is intimately involved in the 
governmental affairs of the world now can it be 
wrong for Christians to take part in God’s 
“arrangement” for the present rulership of 
mankind?



Bottom Line

● Two major arguments are made for the various 
prohibitions of Jehovah's Witnesses

– It has pagan roots
– It is not mentioned in the Bible

● These are both poor arguments
– The first is a generic argurment saying the origin 

is the only thing that matters. Do we reject 
Geomotry and Astronomy which were pagan.

– The second is self-defeating since that argument 
is itself not found in the Bible.
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