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The Authority and Prophecy of 

The Watchtower Society 



The Authority of the Organization

● The Jehovah's Witness state that there is only 
one true religious organization which is 
administered by the Watchtower Bible and 
Tract Society.

● Believers must submit to this one true 
organization to be right with Jehovah God.

● One of the most important thing we can for our 
friends and family who are Jehovah Witnesses 
is to help them see that this organization is a 
false prophet.



Watchtower on Authority
● The Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society is the 

greatest corporation in the world, because form 
the time of its organization until now the Lord has 
used it as His channel through which to make 
known the glad tidings. (Watchtower, 15 January 1917, p. 22)

● Jehovah's organization alone, in all the earth, is 
directed by God's holy spirit or active force 
(Watchtower, 1 July 1973, p. 402)

● We must not lose sight of the fact that God is 
directing his organization. (Watchtower, 1 June 1985, p. 19)



Arguments for This Authority

● There is only one true religious organization
– Ephesians 4:5 – There is only “one faith”
– John 10:16 – There is one people of God 

identified as Christ's “one flock.”
– 1 Cor 1:10 – The divisions that exist among 

denominations are evidence that they are not 
united as God's organization.

● Believers must submit to this one organization
– Matt 24:45-47 – Believers need “the faithful and 

discreet slave” to dispense God's truth.



Arguments for This Authority
– Acts 15 – The Jerusalem council provides a 

paradigm.
● Individual congregations did not act independently. 

They submitted to older men in Jerusalem.
● The Governing Body in Brooklyn is a similar body of 

older men, acting as leaders of the “faithful and discreet 
slave” that directs Jehovah's Witnesses.

● Therefore Jehovah's Witnesses must accept every new 
teaching of the Governing Body without question, even 
if it contradicts long-held views or seems unbiblical. 
(Watchtower, February 1, 1952, 79-80)



Arguments for This Authority
– Acts 8:30-31 – We need the Watchtower Society 

in order to understand Scripture.
● “In order to understand God's Word and discern his 

will we...need the help of his dedicated, organized 
people [anointed believers in the Watchtower 
Society]. The Ethiopian Bible Reader acknowledged 
that fact.” (Your Will  Be Done on Earth, 1958, p. 362)

– 2 Peter 1:20-21 – No “Private Interpretations”
● Jehovah's Witnesses sometimes cite this verse to 

support their contention that people are not to come 
up with there own interpretation of Scripture but only 
what the Watchtower Society says.



Our Response

● When a Jehovah's Witness uses scripture to 
prove a point, always look at the context. Never 
read one Bible verse alone. Find out what the 
author's point is in that section and how that 
author has used similar language before.

● Always answer scripture with scripture. Find 
other related Bible verses to help clarify the 
point of the ones being used.

● Never leave a statement or sound byte alone. 
Make sure to clarify terms and ask questions for 
clarification and enlightenment.



Our Biblical Response

● Ephesians 4:5 – There  is only “one Faith” but 
that does not mean we can not differ in opinion 
on nonessential points. (Romans 14 – this is one of the 
most powerful answers to many of their beliefs)

● John 10:16 – There is only “one Flock” but that 
does not mean that there is only one legitimate 
religious organization. The context clarifies that 
believers are constituted collectively as one 
flock, not by human organization, but because 
they individually listen to the voice of their 
Shepherd Jesus Christ. (John 10:7-9 ,11, 14-15, 26-27)



Our Biblical Response

● 1 Corinthians 1:10
– Denominational differences do exist, some for good 

reasons and some for bad.
– This is not evidence that all are outside the true 

faith. If so then why would not Jehovah's 
Witnesses, another denomination, be outside the 
true faith too since they differ with the others.

– Paul is here exhorting Christians to pursue greater 
unity, not warning that disunity is proof of apostasy 
or false religion. Paul addresses all of them as 
brothers and believers.



Ask...

● Does the divisiveness of the Corinthians mean 
that they were not Christians? (Paul clearly 
believed they were Christians)

● Where in 1 Corinthians 1:10 is there any 
reference or allusion to an organization?

● Where in 1 Corinthians 1:10 does it say unity is 
to be achieved by submission to such an 
organization?



Our Biblical Response

● Matthew 24:45-47
– Jesus was not speaking of a specific “slave” but 

generically of faithful slaves and unfaithful ones.
– The definite article does not have to mean a 

specific person. (i.e. The wise person plans ahead.)

– In verses 48-51 Jesus is referring to any slave 
that proves to be evil, not a class of individuals.

– Luke 12:41-48 is the same story and “that slave” 
happiness if he is faithful (v 43) but also threatens 
him with punishment if he is wicked (vv. 45-47)



Ask...

● Since the anointed believers as an organization 
are claimed to be God's collective “faithful and 
discreet slave” that alone guides people in the 
understanding of Scripture, and since this 
organization did not come into existence until 
the late-nineteenth century, does this mean 
God had no true representatives on earth for 
many, many centuries?

● What does this imply about God? Does it mean 
He did not care for people to understand the 
Bible for all those centuries?



Christ is Ever Present in History
● “Behold, I am with you always, to the end of the 

age.” (Matthew 28:20)

● “For where two or three come together in my 
name, there am I with them.” (Matthew 18:20)

● “It was he who gave some to be apostles, some 
to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and 
some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare 
God’s people for works of service, so that the 
body of Christ may be built up until we all reach 
unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the 
Son of God and become mature, attaining to 
the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.” 
(Ephesians 4:11-13)



Our Biblical Response

● Acts 15
– Nothing is Acts 15 requires us to make the 

Jerusalem council a model for any or all future 
religious organizations.

– Even if Acts 15 were such a paradigm, it does not 
fit the Jehovah's Witness organization: 

● It was headed by apostles which the Jehovah's 
Witnesses do not claim to have among the leaders

● It was a temporary short term group that met for this 
one purpose. They did not regulate all actions of the 
Christians. 



Ask...

● If the older men in Jerusalem were needed for 
doctrinal integrity, why was this the only time 
this type of council occurred?

● If this is the pattern for the Governing Body, 
why do they pass down their edicts without 
holding open forums like this council?

● Why did Paul not need their approval and says, 
“I did not consult any man, nor did I go up to 
Jerusalem to see those who were apostles 
before I was”? (Galatians 1:16-17)



Our Biblical Response

● Acts 8:30-31
– Yes, this indicates that guidance is sometime 

needed to help people understand Scripture.
– But one man (Phillip) helped, not an organization.
– And he did it directly from Scripture, not literature 

from some organization.
– This was enough to lead the Ethiopian to confess 

faith in Christ and become baptized. (Acts 8:34-38)

– Afterward Phillip was taken away so the Ethiopian 
did not have to join and submit to an organization 
or to anyone.



Ask...
● Where in the biblical text do you see any 

support for the idea that people must join an 
organization and submit to the interpretations of 
such an organization?

● Acts 8:30-31 does not support this idea as one 
man is mentioned in the text and he never saw 
the eunuch again.

● Did Phillip use Scripture alone in talking to the 
eunuch, or did he have to use other literature?

● If Scripture alone was sufficient for Phillip, is 
Scripture alone sufficient for us as well?



Our Biblical Response

● 2 Peter 1:20-21
– The word “interpretation” in verse 20 literally 

means “unloosing” in Greek. Literally it means 
that prophecy is not generated from man.

– This is made perfectly clear in verse 21 which  
says the origin  of prophecy is God, not man.

– Hence, this passage is dealing with how it came 
to be written (the source) not with interpretation.

– Paul says that we must each individually test all 
prophecy (even from the Watchtower Society) and 
only hold on to the good. (1 Thessalonians 5:20-21)  



Our Counter-Attack

● Scripture is the only infallible source of authority
– The Bible alone is the written word of God, 

inspired by God's Spirit. (2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Peter 1:20-21)

– Therefore the teaching of the Bible are alone 
infallible, guaranteed to be without error. (Matt. 
5:17-18; John 10:34-35)

– So, all other teachings must be tested by 
Scripture, even those coming from religious 
leaders such as apostles (Acts 17:11) or prophets 
(2 Peter 2:1).



Our Counter-Attack

● No human teachers are beyond question
– It follows from the argument about Scripture that 

no human teachers or religious organizations 
have such authority that their teachings are to go 
unquestioned.

– Paul warned the Galatians not to accept a new 
gospel – even if it came from him. (Gal. 1:8)

– So when The Watchtower said on February 1, 
1952 (pp. 79-80) that must accept every new 
teaching of the Governing Body without question, 
even if it contradicts long-held views or seems 
unbiblical, they were WRONG! 



Ask...

● According to 2 Timothy 3:15, were the Scriptures 
alone sufficient to provide Timothy what he 
needed to know to be saved?

● If the Scriptures alone were sufficient for 
Timothy, then aren't they alone sufficient for us?

● Were the Bereans right to test the apostle Paul's 
teachings by Scripture? (Acts 17:11)

● Do you believe followers of God should obey the 
instructions in 1 Thessalonians 5:21 to test all 
things?



Ask...

● Do you believe we should obey 2 Corinthians 
13:5 and test whether we are “in the faith”?

● Since God commands us to test all things by 
Scripture, and since The Watchtower magazine 
itself invites a critical examination of its contents 
in light of Scripture, are you willing to examine 
the teachings of the Watchtower Society in the 
light of Scripture alone? (Watchtower, 15 August 1950, p.263) 

● If  you find that certain teachings of the 
Watchtower Society go against what Scripture 
says, what will you do?



God's Faithful and Discreet Slave

● Pastor Charles Taze Russel was once 
considered the “faithful and discreet slave.”

● Watchtower literature before 1927 proves it.
– “No one in present truth for a moment doubts that 

brother Russell filled the office of the 'Faithful and 
Wise Servant.” (Watchtower, April 1, 1920, p. 100)

– “Without a doubt Pastor Russell filled the office... 
and was therefore that wise and faithful servant, 
ministering to the household of faith meat in due 
season.” (The Harp of God, Joseph Franklin Rutherford, 1921, p. 239)



God's Faithful and Discreet Slave

● Even though Rutherford said it was true in his 
book of 1921, the 1928 edition took it out.

● Watchtower literature says...He was then wasn't
– “Thousands of the readers of Pastor Russell's 

writings believe that he filled the office of that 
faithful and wise servant, . . . His modesty and 
humility precluded him from openly claiming this 
title, but he admitted as much in private 
conversation.” (Watchtower, December 1, 1916, p. 357.)

– “That faithful and wise servant does not apply to 
one individual and not to brother Russell. Russell 
never made that himself.” (Watchtower February 2, 1927 p.56)



The Watchtower Society Claims 
to be the Faithful Slave

● Jesus said that he would have on earth a “faithful and 
discreet slave” (his anointed followers viewed as a 
group), through which agency he would provide 
spiritual food to those making up the household of 
faith. (Matt. 24:45-47) Jehovah’s Witnesses recognize 
that arrangement. As was true of first-century 
Christians, they look to the governing body of that 
“slave” class to resolve difficult questions—not on the 
basis of human wisdom, but by drawing on their 
knowledge of God’s Word and his dealings with his 
servants, and with the help of God’s spirit, for which 
they earnestly pray.—Acts 15:1-29; 16:4, 5 

– (Reasoning From The Scriptures, p.206)



Ask...

● Did you know that the Watchtower Society 
originally claimed that Charles Taze Russell 
was God's “faithful and desceet slave”? 

● Now they say that it refers not to one man but 
to the governing body of the anointed class. 

● How do you explain the Watchtower Society's 
change of position on this very important and 
foundational issue?



  

God's Prophet on Earth Today

● Throughout its history, the Watchtower Society 
has positioned itself as God's prophet on earth.

– “the 'prophet' whom Jehovah has raised up has 
been, not an individual man as in the case of 
Jeremiah, but a class.” (The Watchtower, 1 Oct 1982, p. 27)

– The Watchtower Society is God's “prophet-like 
organization.” (The Watchtower, 1 Oct 1964, p. 601)

– “Of course, it is easy to say that this group acts as 
a 'prophet' of God. It is another thing to prove it. 
The only way that this can be done is to review 
the record. What does it show.” (The Watchtower, 1 April 
1972, p. 197)



  

God's Prophet on Earth Today
– “The scroll was doubtless delivered to Ezekiel by 

the hand of one of the cherubs in the vision. This 
would indicate that Jehovah’s witnesses today 
make their declaration of the good news of the 
Kingdom under angelic direction and support. 
(Rev. 14:6,7; Matt. 25:31, 32) And since no word 
or work of Jehovah can fail, for he is God 
Almighty, the nations will see the fulfillment of 
what these witnesses say as directed from 
heaven. Yes, the time must come shortly that the 
nations will have to know that really a ‘prophet’ of 
Jehovah was among them.” (The Watchtower, April 1, 1972, 
p. 200)



  

Taking Them at Their Word

● How do we judge a true vs. false prophet
– “The best method of proof is to put a prophecy to 

the test of time and circumstances. The Bible 
invites such a test...the Bible...established the 
rules for testing a prophecy at Deuteronomy 
18:20-22.” (The Watchtower, 1 March 1965, p. 151)

– “And you may say in your heart, ‘How shall we 
know the word which the LORD has not spoken?’ 
When a prophet speaks in the name of the LORD, 
if the thing does not come about or come true, 
that is the thing which the LORD has not spoken. 
The prophet has spoken it presumptuously; you 
shall not be afraid of him.” (Deuteronomy 18:21-22)



  

Failed Prophecies

● 1914 : “...the ‘battle of the great day of God 
Almighty’ (Rev. 16:14), which will end in A.D. 
1914 with the complete overthrow of earth’s 
present rulership, is already commenced.”    
(The Time Is At Hand, 1886, p. 101)

● 1915: “...the ‘battle of the great day of God 
Almighty’ (Rev. 16:14), which will end in A.D. 
1915, with the complete overthrow of earth’s 
present rulership, is already commenced.”    
(The Time Is At Hand, 1915 edition, p. 101)



  

Failed Prophecies

● 1918: “Also, in the year 1918, when God 
destroys the churches wholesale and the 
church members by millions, it shall be that any 
that escape shall come to the works of Pastor 
Russell to learn the meaning of the downfall of 
‘Christianity.’ ” (The Finished Mystery, 1917, p. 485)

● 1925: “...shall mark the resurrection of the 
faithful worthies of old....based upon the 
promises set forth in the divine Word, we must 
reach the positive and indisputable conclusion 
that millions now living will never die.” (Millions 
Now Living Will Never Die, 1920, p. 970)



  

Failed Prophecies

● 1940’s: “It would therefore appear that there is 
no reasonable or Scriptural injunction to bring 
children into the world immediately before 
Armageddon, where we now are.” (The Watchtower, 
November 1, 1938, p. 324)

● 1975: “Reports are heard of brothers selling 
their homes and property and planning to finish 
out the rest of their days in this old system in 
the pioneer service. Certainly this is a fine way 
to spend the short time remaining before the 
wicked world’s end.” (Kingdom Ministry, May 1974, p. 3)



Ask...

● How can it be said that Jehovah's Witnesses 
have “enjoyed spiritual enlightenment and 
direction” by following the Watchtower Society 
when the Society was wrong in its predictions 
for 1874, 1914, 1915, 1925, 1941, 1975 and 
other times?



1874–The Second Coming of Christ

● “Our Lord, the appointed King, is now present, 
since October 1874...and the formal 
inauguration of this kingly office dates from April 
1878” (Charles Taze Russell in Studies in the Scripture, 1897 vol 4, p. 621)

● “...the second coming of the Lord therefore 
began in 1874.” (Creation, 1927, p.289) 

● “...the Scriptural proof is that the second 
presence of the Lord Jesus Christ began in 
1874” (Prophecy, 1929, p. 22)



1914–The Invisible Coming of Christ

● “Christ Jesus came to the Kingdom in A.D. 
1914, but unseen to men.” (The Truth Shall Make You Free, 
1943 p. 300)

● “Jesus foretold many things that would mark the 
time of his invisible presence and the setting up 
of God's kingdom. The end of the Gentile Times 
or 'appointed times of the nations' in 1914 was 
the time for these to begin appearing.” (Let God Be 
True, 1946, p. 250)



Ask...

● Why did early Watchtower literature teach that 
the Second Coming of Christ occurred in 1874, 
while later literature from the Society taught that 
it happened in 1914?

● Do true prophets of God change their minds like 
that?



1914–Overthrow of Human 
Government 

● “...within the coming twenty-six years all present 
governments will be overthrown and dissolved … 
The full establishment of the Kingdom of God will 
be accomplished by the end of A.D. 1914.” (Studies 
in the Scriptures, 1888, vol 2 pp 98-99) NOTE: later editions say “near the end 
of A.D. 1915

● “That the deliverance of the saints must take 
place some time before 1914 is manifest...Just 
how long before 1914 the last members of the 
body of Christ will be glorified, we are not directly 
informed.” (Studies in the Scriptures, 1891, vol 3 p. 126) NOTE: 1923 
edition said “very soon after 1914 is manifest” and “how long after 1914”



Ask...

● Why didn't the overthrow of human 
governments and the full establishment of 
God's Kingdom occur in 1914 like the 
Watchtower Society predicted?

● Since the prophecy did not come to pass, 
doesn't this mean the Society is a false 
prophet?



1925–The Return of Abraham, 
Isaac, Jacob, and the Prophets? 

● “...we may expect 1925 to witness the return of 
these faithful men of Israel from the conditions 
of death, being resurrected...1925 will mark the 
return of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and the 
faithful prophets of old.” (Millions Now Living Will Never Die, 
1920, pp. 88-90)

● “The year 1925 is a date definitely and clearly 
marked in the Scriptures, even more clearly 
than that of 1914.” (The Watchtower, 15 July 1924, p. 211)

● Beth-Sarim (“House of Princes”) was an estate 
in San Diego, CA built for this event.



Beth-Sarin and Rutherford



Ask...

● Why didn't Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and the 
other Old Testament “princes” show up in 1925 
like the Watchtower Society said they would?

● Since this prophecy did not come to pass, 
doesn't this mean the society is a false 
prophet?



Watchtower Defense
● We are not a false prophet because we admit 

we made mistakes
– "Does this admission of making mistakes stamp 

them [Watchtower] as false prophets? Not at all, 
for false prophets do not admit to making 
mistakes." (Watchtower, Nov. 1, 1972, p. 644) 

● New light makes things clearer over time
– “True, the brothers preparing these publications 

are not infallible. Their writings are not inspired as 
those of Paul and the other Bible writers (2 Tim. 
3:16). And so,m at times, it has been necessary, 
as understanding became clearer to correct views 
(Prov.4:18).” (Watchtower, 15 February 1981, p. 19)



Light, New Light, Old Light

● The Watchtower Society sets forth the idea, 
that as time goes on, the light, or understanding 
of Scripture, gets brighter or clearer.

● This concept is based on Proverbs 4:18 which 
states, "But the path of the righteous ones is 
like the bright light that is getting lighter and 
lighter until the day is firmly established," (New 
World Translation, Watchtower Society).

● Thus, when prophecies fail, or doctrinal 
changes are made, the Society simply excuses 
it away as New Light.



Light, New Light, Old Light
● In reality, the Watchtower is pulling Proverbs 

4:18 completely out of its proper context.
● Reading the entire chapter shows verses 18-19 

contrast the benefit of the "righteous" obeying the 
instructions of a wise father with the damage to 
the wicked who forsakes such wisdom. 

● Proverbs 4:18 does not justify any individual or 
organization replacing doctrines and failed 
prophecies with new doctrines and prophecies.

● False teachings can be called "false words" and 
Proverbs 13:5 says: "A false word is what the 
righteous hates." 



  

Jehovah’s Witnesses Circular 
Reasoning

God Chose the 
Watchtower in 1919

How do you 
know?

Only they were teaching 
truth then.

What about 
changes?

That is “new light”

Could that be 
true of others?

No, because…



  

Ask...

● Can you point me to a single example in 
Scripture in which a prophet was issuing a 
“Thus-saith-the-Lord” prophecy direct from the 
Lord and was subsequently shown to be in 
error?

● How can the Watchtower Society claim to be 
God's Prophetic voice to the world and yet 
issue prophetic statements that in many cases 
have proven to be in error?



  

Ask...

● If God puts His words in a prophet's mouth, can 
that prophet utter error when he speaks forth?

● Since the Watchtower Society has uttered error, 
what must we conclude regarding the source of 
those words?

● Where does the Bible teach that after a 
prophecy fails, if the prophet admits he made a 
mistake, he is no longer a false prophet?



  

Watchtower Defense

● Many of God's servants made mistakes. Jonah 
predicted Nineveh's destruction and it did not 
occur. And Jonah was not condemned for this.

– But Jonah did speak exactly what God told him to 
say, word for word.

– The Ninevehites repented so God did not give 
them the punishment he proclaimed.

– This is in keeping with Jeremiah 18:7-8
● “If at any time I announce that a nation or kingdom is 

to be uprooted, torn down and destroyed, and if that 
nation I warned repents of its evil, then I will relent 
and not inflict on it the disaster I had planned.” 



  

Ask...

● Can you see that God showed mercy to the 
Ninevites because of His stated policy in 
Jeremiah 18:7-8?

● Since Jonah spoke only the words God gave 
him, and since God relented of His judgment 
against Nineveh based on the principle in 
Jeremiah 18:7-8, can  you see that it is 
illegitimate for the Watchtower Society to cite 
Jonah's prophecy as justification for continued 
setting forth false prophecies?
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