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Remember The Class Purpose

● The class is 12 sessions
– The first 6 covered Mormonism
– The last 6 will cover Jehovah Witnesses

● The purpose of this class is...
– to Understand what these groups really believe
– to Understand better what we believe
– to learn how to have a productive peaceful 

conversation with a Mormon or JW
● The class will be recorded and posted at 

– http://cbncray.wordpress.com



  

Errors We Need to Avoid

● Underestimating the intelligence, integrity, or 
character of Jehovah's Witnesses

● Being ignorant of the real facts about this group 
or making up facts

● Lack of confidence in the authority and 
reliability of the Bible or lack of knowledge of 
basic Biblical doctrines

● Lack of prayer for yourself and those you talk 
with about your faith

● Lack of love and true humility 



  

Are Jehovah's Witnesses Christian?

● What is a Christian?  (dictionary.com)
– A person who believes in Jesus Christ;  adherent 

of Christianity.
– A person who exemplifies in his or her life the 

teachings of Christ.
●  Who do we view as being a Christian?

– A person who believes the essential things 
(Doctrine) about Jesus, the Bible, God, etc.

– A person who lives a lifestyle that is in 
accordance to what the Bible teaches



  

Signs of a True Prophet of God

● #1 - Predictions verified true 100% of the time
● #2 - A true prophet's words will be in absolute 

harmony with the words of the prophets that 
have preceded him (The Bible).

● #3 - The claims a prophet makes about himself 
will be factual 

● #4 - A true prophet can be recognized by his 
work and lifestyle



  

Foundational Characteristics of 
Jehovah's Witnesses

● Each member is throughly indocrinated with 
Watchtower theology

● Able to explain and defend what they believe, 
and back it up by citing specific proof texts

● Trained to answer common objections
● Warned about influence from non-believers
● Warned against reading “Apostate” literature
● The fear of “Disfellowshipping”
● The fear of “Shunning”



  

Talking with Jehovah's Witnesses

● Encourage an examination of beliefs
● Find common ground
● Take your time and engage in a thoughtful, 

thourough discussion of a few issues
● Be kind and respectful
● Ask leading questions
● Undermine the the Watchtower Society's 

authority and control over their lives
● Point to Jesus and his authority



History of the Jehovah's Witnesses
● Began as a “Bible Study” led by Charles Taze 

Russell in Allegheny, PA (USA) in 1870.
● Incorporated in 1884 as Zion's Watch Tower  

Tract Society with Russell as the President.
● The corporation was officially renamed Watch 

Tower Bible and Tract Society in 1896
● Since 1884 there have been only six Presidents: 

– Charles Taze Russell (1884-1916)
– Joseph Franklin Rutherford (1916-42)
– Nathan H. Knorr (1942-77)
– Frederick William Franz (1977-92)
– Milton G. Henschel (1992-2002)
– Don Alden Adams (2002 to present)



Charles Taze Russell (1852-1916)
● Russell came from a wealthy family, 

was a member of the Presbyterian 
Church, and himself a successful 
businessman and writer.

● He was not trained in either theology 
or biblical studies.

● His personal life was littered with 
controversies.

● His theology was largely contained in 
his six volume work: Studies in the 
Scriptures.

● A significant portion of his teachings 
have either been modified or 
abandoned by subsequent leaders.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Ctr1911.gif


Evangelical Turned Skeptic

● Russell attended Presbyterian and 
Congregational churches as a child.

● By the time he was 16 he had become a 
skeptic, primarity because he did not accept 
hell as a place of eternal punishment.

● He had begun to doubt not only church creeds 
and doctrines, but also God and the Bible itself.

● He investigated other religious views and 
philosophies, including Islam, Confucianism, 
Buddhism, Taoism, Hinduism, but concluded 
that they did not provide the truth he sought. 



Adventist Roots

● Willian Miller (1782-1849) is the father of the 
Adventist movement.

● He predicted the return (“advent”) of Christ 
would occure in 1843.

● When this did not happen he revised it to 1844.
● When that did not happen, Miller's followers 

believed Christ had done something critical in 
1844 but did it invisibly in heaven.

● Most Adventists denied Christ's divinity and the 
Trinity as well as eternal punishment in hell.



Adventist Period (1869-79)

● In 1869 Russell attended a lecture on hell given 
by Advent Christian Church leader Jonas 
Wendell (1869-1875)

● Russell was relieved that there was no eternal 
punishment and his faith in the Bible returned.

● In 1870, at the age of 18, he formed a Bible 
study group whose members, known as “Bible 
Students” soon came to call him “Pastor.”

● Russell met Nelson Barbour in 1876 & adopted 
Barbour's theories



Adventist Period (1869-79)

● Barbour had predicted a visible 2nd return of 
Christ in 1873, and when that failed to occur, he 
revised the prediction to 1874

● Barbour convinced Russel that Christ's second 
coming was invisible and spiritual and already 
began in 1874.

● The two men wrote the book Three Worlds, or 
Plan of Redemption which spelled out their 
prophetic threories.



Adventist Period (1869-79)

● They differed from most Second Adventists by 
teaching that all of humankind descended from 
Adam would be given a chance to live in a 
paradise Earth.  The year 1914 was seen as 
the final end, marking a 40 year period from 
1874 (the length of one generation).

● In early 1879 Russell and Barbour parted over 
doctrinal differences and Barbour's failed 
speculaton that the church would go to heaven 
in April 1879. 



The Watch Tower
● In 1879 Russell launched the Zion's Watch 

Tower and Hearld of Christ's Presence.
● This publication was like one he worked on with 

 Baubor called The Herald of the Morning.
● Russell took the mailing list with him and used it 

to start his magazine. Much of the first edition 
was devoted to refuting Baubor's publication.

● The magazine focused on the teaching that 
Christ was spiritually present since 1874.

● He taught this presence would climax in 1914 
with God's judgement and new kingdom. 



The Watch Tower
● In the 1880's Russell established the Watch 

Tower Bible and Tract Society of Pennslvania.
● He also setup the Watchtower Bible and Tract 

Society of New York based in Brooklyn. This is 
now the international headquarters of the 
Jehovah's Witnesses.

● Russell died in 1916, believing that the “Gentile 
Times” had ended in 1914 and that World War I 
was Armageddon.

● In the past he taught that 1914 was the start of 
the new Kingdom not Armageddon.



  

The Significance of 1914
● Jesus is said to have returned invisibly in 1914

– Note the NWT of Matt. 24:3 et al.
– Parousia is rendered “presence” not “coming”
– This is seen as an invisible presence rather than 

a physical return of Christ. 
● This is the date when the “times of the Gentiles” 

ended. (Luke 21:24)

● Jesus (Michael) then became king of God’s 
heavenly kingdom



  

The Gentile Times

● "Let the honest-hearted person compare the 
kind of preaching of the gospel of the Kingdom 
done by the religious systems of Christendom 
during all the centuries with that done by 
Jehovah's Witnesses since the end of World 
War I in 1918. They are not one and the same 
kind. That of Jehovah's Witnesses is really 
'gospel,' or 'good news,' as of God's heavenly 
kingdom that was established by the 
enthronement of his Son Jesus Christ at the 
end of the Gentile Times in 1914." (Watchtower, May 
1, 1981)



  

Why 1914?
● How did Russell & Barbour come up with 1914 

as the date of God's judgement?
● Daniel 4 is used to support this date
● He applied the cutting down of the tree to the 

fall of Jerusalem (which he dated at 606 BC)
– He said the “7 times” refer to seven 360 day 

years, making 2520 days (Revelation
– Then, each prophetic day is a year, which gives 

2520 years
● 2520 years is counted from the falling of 

Jerusalem to the invisible parousia in 1914



  

Problems with Russell's 
Calculations

● Key dates in the the Babylonian Captivity
– It lasted from 606 to 536 BC (The 70 years of 

Jeremiah 25:8-14)
– Daniel was taken with the first group in 606 BC
– Ezekiel was taken with the second group in 597 BC
– Zedekiah was taken when Jerusalem fell in 586 BC  

(2 Kings 25:1-10)

● Therefore he was wrong on the date of the fall
● Also, if you add 2520 to 606 BC you get 1915 

because there is no year zero between 1 B.C. 
and 1 A.D. 



  

Attempts to Fix the Problems
● At first the “Bible Students” just went back and 

changed the books to 1915 from 1914.
● But World War I started in 1914 and that fit 

somewhat with Russell's prophecy (even though 
he predicted the end of Armageddon and the start of 
paradise on earth). So they changed it back.

● Eventually theychanged the fall of Jerusalem to 
607 BC even though every other scholar sets it 
around 586 B.C.



  

Times of the Gentiles

● In 1968, Carl Olof Jonsson was challenged by a 
friend to prove the dating of the Jehovah's 
Witnesses for the destruction of the temple.

● Instead he proved that it could not be true.
● He took his research to the Watchtower Society 

starting in 1977 and spent 3 years in his effort.
● They tried to refute his research (rather poorly) 

and ex-communicated him on June 9, 1982.
● He wrote “The Gentile Times Reconsidered” 

from all of his reaserch and published it in 1983



  

Biblical Problems with Argument

● Daniel 4 was already interperted and fulfilled.
– “This is the interpretation, O king, and this is the 

decree the Most High has issued against my lord the 
king: You will be driven away from people and will live 
with the wild animals; you will eat grass like cattle and 
be drenched with the dew of heaven. Seven times will 
pass by for you until you acknowledge that the Most 
High is sovereign over the kingdoms of men and 
gives them to anyone he wishes.” (Daniel 4:24-25)

– At the end of that time, I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised my 
eyes toward heaven, and my sanity was restored. 
Then I praised the Most High; I honored and glorified 
him who lives forever. (Daniel 4:34)



  

Biblical Problems with Argument

● Luke 21 has Jesus talking about the destruction 
of Jeruslem and the temple in 70 A.D.

– “Teacher,” they asked, “when will these things 
happen? And what will be the sign that they are 
about to take place?” (Luke 21:7)

– “They will fall by the sword and will be taken as 
prisoners to all the nations. Jerusalem will be 
trampled on by the Gentiles until the times of the 
Gentiles are fulfilled.” (Luke 21:24)

– “I tell you the truth, this generation will certainly 
not pass away until all these things have 
happened.” (Luke 21:32-33)



  

Biblical Problems with Argument
● Matthew 24 is a parallel passage to Luke 21 

and may be referring to both the temple's 
destruction in 70 A.D. and the end times. It 
states clearly that the coming of the Son of Man 
will not be invisible.

– “At that time the sign of the Son of Man will 
appear in the sky, and all the nations of the earth 
will mourn. They will see the Son of Man coming 
on the clouds of the sky, with power and great 
glory. And he will send his angels with a loud 
trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the 
four winds, from one end of the heavens to the 
other.” (Matthew 24:30-31)



“Judge” Rutherford (1869-1942)
● Joseph Rutherford was able to become the 

President of the Watchtower Society after the 
death of Russell.

● There was a significant schism between 
Rutherford and others in the group.

● Rutherford named his group Jehovah’s 
Witnesses in 1931.

● He was a successful attorney and a “substitute 
Judge” in the US Circuit Court (never offically).

● He continued to practice law, arguing 14 cases 
before the Supreme Court.

● Most of the foundational principles of the group 
were formulated by Rutherford, including the 
“door to door” witnessing, and the publication 
of the AWAKE! magazine.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Rutherford.jpg


Transition to Power (1916-1919)

● After Russell's death a breif period of confusion 
followed as various factions fought for control.

● Rutherford had been the Watchtower's legal 
counselour since 1907 and became president.

● Rutherford immediately forced out several 
prominent leaders of the Bible Students.

● At least two major splinter sects formed: The 
Layman's Home Missionary Movement and the 
Dawn Bible Students Association.



From Bible Students to 
Jehovah's Witnesses (1919-1942)

● Rutherford shifted the groups emphasis from 
individual "character development" to vigorous 
public witnessing work, distributing the Society's 
literature from house to house.

● Like Russell, Rutherford tried his hand at 
prophecy and predicted that biblical patriarchs 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob would be 
resurrected in 1925 to rule as princes over the 
earth. He built a mansion in San Diego for them 
which he later moved in himself.



From Bible Students to 
Jehovah's Witnesses (1919-1942)

● In 1931 Rutherford adopted the name 
“Jehovah's Witnesses” for the organization.

● In 1939 the Society publication became “The 
Watchtower Announcing Jehovah's Kingdom.”

● The name change reflected a move away from 
Russell's chronology.

– WW I was not Armageddon so they changed the 
start of Christ's presence from 1874 to 1914.

– No longer did they equate Jehovah's kingdom to 
anything that happened with Zion (the Jews).



Nathan Knorr (1905-1977)

● Knorr became president in 1942.
● Knorr was not flambouant but was a 

very good administrator and organizer.
● The leadership of the Society was 

placed into the hands of a board known 
as the Governing Body.

● The Society now published books 
annoymously (before Russell or 
Rutherford were listed as the author).



Training and Tools

● Under Knorr, the Witnesses were equipped with 
more sophisticated Bible study tools

● The main tool was the New World Translation 
(NWT) of the Bible.

● They considered the NWT the only reliable 
translation (though it was a poor translation).

● They also published the Kingdom Interlinear 
Translation of the Greek Scriptures.

● Witnesses were trained in conversational Bible 
techniques for witnessing. 



The 1975 Debacle

● In the 1960's Watchtower publications talked 
about how 1975 was 6,000 years since creation.

● Armageddon would occur in 1975 to bring the 
millennium since it was the the 7th period of one 
thousand years.

● Many Witnesses sold their homes and quit their 
jobs to devote themsleves to full-time witnessing.

● During 1975 the Society backed away from the 
date. Many Witnesses became disillusioned and 
left. But the majority remained. 



Fredrick W. Franz (1893-1992)

● Fred Franz was the premier theologian for the 
Watchtower Society during Knorr's term.

● When Knorr died in 1977, Franz took over.
● Although not professionally trained in biblical 

studies or theology, Franz was far more 
knowledgeable than the pervious leaders.

● Under Franz, the Witnesses learned to express 
their beliefs in more biblical and evangelical 
sounding language.



Franz the Bible Translator

● In 1954, in a Scotland trial, Fred Franz, then 
head of the Watchtower Editorial Board, 
admitted that he himself was the one who had 
checked the accuracy of the New World 
Translation and recommended its publication. 
(Douglas Walsh v. The Right Honorable James Latham Clyde, M.P., P.C., 
etc., Scotland, 1954, (1958 ed.).p.88.)

● Though he claimed to know Greek and Hebrew 
he was unwilling (unable) to translate 
something that a first year student could do.

● Check the article in this weeks blog for more 
information.



The 1980 Shake-up

● In 1980 the Society forced out several 
prominent leaders for disloyalty to the 
organization. Amoung these was Raymond 
Frantz, who was Fred Franz's nephew and a 
member of the Governing Body.

● Several factors caused the shake-up.
– The 1975 debacle
– Rejecting that only 144,000 with be born again
– Eating with disfellowshiped members
– Personality clashes



Inside the Watchtower

● Raymond Franz is featured on the video which 
will be in this weeks class posting. He wrote two 
books that show an insider look at the Watch 
Tower Society.

– Crisis of Conscience
– In Search of Christian Freedom

● Ray Franz died in 2010 and his website no 
longer sells his printed books. You can find 
them on Amazon or in PDF format at: 
http://www.commentarypress.com/Publication/English.html

http://www.commentarypress.com/Publication/English.html


  

Jehovah's Witnesses Statistics 2011
● Worldwide

– Members – 7,659,019
– Preaching (witnessing) – 1,707,094,710 hours
– Congregations – 109,403

● United States
– Members – 1,200,572
– Members per population – 1 in 261
– Number of Baptisms - 32,953
– Congregations – 13,309
– Preaching (witnessing) – 252,819,231 hours
– Average Bible Studies – 714,151



  

Worldwide Growth Rate



  

Worldwide Numeric Growth Rate



  

Worldwide Hours per Publisher



Corporations of Jehovah Witnesses
● Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society of Pennsylvania
● Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of New York, Inc.
● Christian Congregation of Jehovah's Witnesses, Inc.
● Religious Order of Jehovah's Witnesses, New York
● Kingdom Support Services, Inc., New York.
● International Bible Students Association, UK
● Testigos de Jehová de Venezuela
● Wachtturm-Gesellschaft, Selters/Taunus, Germany
● Watchtower Bible & Tract Society Of Australia
● Congregación Cristiana de los Testigos de Jehová



Watchtower Society of New York

● 2001 Report. Top 40 Revenue Generating 
Companies.

●  Watchtower Bible & Tract Society of New York 
25 Columbia Heights, Brooklyn, 11201

●  Revenue: $951 million U.S. dollars
●  Industry: Publishing
●  President: Milton Henshel
●  Employees: 3,415



The Authority of the Organization

● The Jehovah's Witness state that there is only 
one true religious organization which is 
administred by the Watchtower Bible and Tract 
Society.

● Believers must submit to this one true 
organization to be right with Jehovah God.

● One of the most important thing we can do to 
help our friends and family who are Jehovah 
Witnesses is to help them see that this 
organzation is a false prophet.
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