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LDS Temples, Testimony and Tips on Witnessing



  

LDS Temples
● Latter-day Saints are told that their temples 

restore temple worship as discussed in the 
Bible. Mormon Apostle Mark E. Petersen 
claimed the LDS ceremony actually follows the 
pattern of biblical days when he wrote:

● “In Biblical times sacred ordinances were administered 
in holy edifices for the spiritual salvation of ancient 
Israel. These buildings thus were not synagogues, nor 
any other ordinary places of worship... Following the 
pattern of Biblical days, the Lord again in our day has 
provided these ordinances for the salvation of all who 
will believe, and directs that temples be built in which 
to perform those sacred rites.” 

– (Why Mormons Build Temples, p. 2).



  

Established by Revelation
● Mormons are told that the temple ceremony 

came by way of revelation to Mormonism’s 
founder Joseph Smith, Jr. 

● Mormon Apostle Bruce R. McConkie echoed 
this same thought when he said the temple 
ordinances were “given in modern times to the 
Prophet Joseph Smith by revelation, many 
things connected with them being translated by 
the Prophet from the papyrus on which the 
Book of Abraham was recorded” (Mormon 
Doctrine, p. 779). 



  

Ordinances Can Not be Changed

Sacred ordinances and the divine authority to 
administer them did not begin with the Restoration of 
the gospel and the founding of the modern Church in 
1830. The sacred ordinances of the gospel as 
requirements for salvation and exaltation were 
“instituted from before the foundation of the world.” 
They have always been an immutable part of the 
gospel. The Prophet Joseph Smith taught: 
“Ordinances instituted in the heavens before the 
foundation of the world, in the priesthood, for the 
salvation of men, are not to be altered or changed. All 
must be saved on the same principles.”

– Elder Dennis B. Neuenschwander Of the Presidency of 
the Seventy, http://www.lds.org/ensign/2001/08/ordinances-and-covenants



  

Temple Ordinances
● Baptism for the dead
● Endowment for the dead and the living
● Sealings for the dead and the living

– Sealing of husband and wife (marriage)
– Sealing of children to parents

●  Second Anointing (or Second Endowment)



  

Baptism for the Dead
● Perhaps the most striking feature inside a 

Mormon temple is the large baptismal font, 
large enough to accommodate several people 
standing waist-deep in water. 

● The font rests on the backs of twelve life-size 
sculpted oxen in a special room. It is here that 
baptisms for the dead are performed. 

● The proxies are usually a group of teen-age 
Mormons who have traveled from their homes 
in a group for a temple excursion.



  

Baptismal Font

The idea for a large basin on the backs of twelve oxen came from 
the description of Solomon's temple in the Old Testament, I Kings 

7:25 and 2 Chron. 4:1-4. However, this basin was used by the 
priests for cleansing while officiating in the sacrifices of animals. It 

was never used for baptism, let alone baptism for the dead.

The baptismal fonts in 
the LDS temples are 
only used for proxy 
baptisms of the dead. 
Baptisms of the living 
are preformed in the 
local Stake Center 
and would resemble 
other church's fonts.



  

Endowment Ceremony
● The Mormons believe that God revealed the 

temple ritual to Joseph Smith. The ritual is 
usually called the "temple endowment" because 
the recipients are supposed to be "endowed 
with power from on high."

● The endowment ceremony is a kind of initiation 
rite, consisting of dramatization, instruction, 
passwords, oaths, and examinations. 

● It consists of two parts: a preliminary "washing 
and anointing" ceremony, and the endowment.

● Endowments are also done for the dead. 



  

Six Phases of the Ceremony
● The candidate is washed, then anointed with 

consecrated olive oil 
● The temple garment is placed on the initiate
● The new name is given, by which the Mormon 

will be known in the afterlife 
● The words, signs, tokens, and penalties are 

exchanged 
● The initiate passes through the veil 
● More signs, tokens, penalties, and key-words 

are exchanged 



  

Endowment Overview
The ritual is a dramatization of the Mormon interpretation of the 
creation and history of the world, emphasizing the Creation, the 
Fall of Adam, the expulsion from the Garden, and God's sending to 
humanity the message of salvation by means of the messengers 
Peter, James and John. The main characters in this ritual drama 
are God the Father (Elohim), Jehovah, and Michael (who later 
appears as Adam), Eve, Lucifer, Peter, James and John. 

Until 1990 a Christian Minister also appeared in a derogatory role, 
as a paid servant of Lucifer. Jesus does not appear in the drama, 
except as Jehovah, one of the creators of the world. No principles 
of doctrine are presented that an attentive Mormon has not already 
learned from his pre-endowment studies of Mormonism, other than 
perhaps the doctrine that his ultimate celestial exaltation will 
depend on his knowing the signs, tokens (handclasps) and 
passwords which he will learn during the endowment ritual.



  

Endowment Elements 

Only white garments are used. The 
green apron symbolizes the 

garment God gave Adam and Eve. 
Under it all is the sacred under 

garments. To the right is part of the 
sacred handshake. 



  

Endowment Changes
1970s1970s Revisions are made to the portion of the ceremony involving Lucifer's preacher: Lucifer Revisions are made to the portion of the ceremony involving Lucifer's preacher: Lucifer 

no longer specifies the amount of the preacher's salary, and a reference to Satan's no longer specifies the amount of the preacher's salary, and a reference to Satan's 
having black skin is omitted. having black skin is omitted. 

19751975 The long, pre-1923 garment becomes optional in the temple and is eventually The long, pre-1923 garment becomes optional in the temple and is eventually 
discontinued.discontinued.

19781978 The lifting of the priesthood ban on blacks makes the endowment available to all Latter-The lifting of the priesthood ban on blacks makes the endowment available to all Latter-
day Saints, regardless of race.day Saints, regardless of race.

19901990 Following surveys of Church members' feelings about the endowment, major revisions Following surveys of Church members' feelings about the endowment, major revisions 
are made: are made: 

➔All penalties, the five points of fellowship, and syllables purported to having meaning All penalties, the five points of fellowship, and syllables purported to having meaning 
in the Adamic language are omitted. in the Adamic language are omitted. 

➔The part of the preacher is eliminated, as well as a reference to Lucifer's "popes and The part of the preacher is eliminated, as well as a reference to Lucifer's "popes and 
priests." priests." 

➔Women no longer covenant to obey the law of their husbands. Women no longer covenant to obey the law of their husbands. 
➔Language which faults Eve for initiating the Fall is dropped. Language which faults Eve for initiating the Fall is dropped. 
➔Many references to Adam are replaced with references to Adam and Eve. Many references to Adam are replaced with references to Adam and Eve. 
➔The lecture at the veil is discontinued. The lecture at the veil is discontinued. 
➔Orders from Elohim are repeated fewer times for brevity's sake. Orders from Elohim are repeated fewer times for brevity's sake. 

20052005 Procedures for the initiatory are revised such that initiates clothes themselves in the Procedures for the initiatory are revised such that initiates clothes themselves in the 
garment before entering the washing room, thus eliminating the final vestiges of ritual garment before entering the washing room, thus eliminating the final vestiges of ritual 
nudity (which had been curtailed by introduction of the shield, probably during the 1920s). nudity (which had been curtailed by introduction of the shield, probably during the 1920s). 
Water and oil are applied to the head only, not to multiple parts of the body. Water and oil are applied to the head only, not to multiple parts of the body. 



  

Sealings
● Mormons believe that the family relationships - 

between husband and wife and between parent 
and child - can be made eternal by the authority 
of the Mormon priesthood. The ceremonies in 
which this is done are called "sealings."

● Weddings are scheduled so that a number of 
them can be performed at the same time, so 
that sometimes a bride must share her special 
day with several other brides.

● Children born before the sealing must be 
sealed separately.



  

Second Announting or Endowment
● This ordinance is so rare that many good 

Mormons do not even know that it exists. It is 
done only by invitation from the president of the 
church, to one married couple at a time. It is 
performed in the Holy of Holies room of the 
temple by one of the apostles of the church. 
Those who receive this ordinance are 
guaranteed of their salvation and exaltation in 
the highest degree of the Celestial Kingdom. 
The man is anointed as "priest and king" (the 
wife is anointed "priestess and queen") and 
their "calling and election is made sure." 



  

LDS Temples vs Jewish Temple
● The Mormon Church has more than 100 other 

temples scattered across the globe. The Jews 
recognized only the temple in Jerusalem.

●  The primary activity at the Jerusalem temple 
was the sacrifice of animals as atonement for 
the sins of the people. This is not done in LDS 
Temples.

● The priests officiating in the Jerusalem temple 
had to be from the tribe of Levi. The Mormon 
Church have “temple-worthy” members with no 
such background to officiate in its temples.



  

LDS Temples vs Jewish Temple
● Wedding ceremonies never occurred in the 

Jerusalem temple, yet this is a common 
practice in LDS temples.

● Baptism for the dead is the most common 
activity in Mormon temples. No such practice 
was ever performed in the Jerusalem temple.

●  While many Mormon families have been 
“sealed” for time and eternity in LDS temples, 
the Jerusalem temple provided no such 
ordinance.



  

Mormon / Masonic Connection
● Briefly summarized, the connection between 

Mormonism and Masonry is as follows: 
– Both Mormonism and Masonry have secret 

ceremonies that are performed in secret temples. 
– The 'Masonic emblems' are displayed on the 

walls of the Mormon Temple. 
– The Mormon Temple ritual is similar in many 

respects to that used by the Masons. 
– JOSEPH SMITH and many of the most prominent 

members of the Mormon Church were also 
members of the Masonic Lodge. 

– Temple ceremonies were actually performed in 
the Masonic Hall. 



  

Mormon and Masonic Symbols



  

Parallels of Masonic Ritual and 
Mormon Temple  Ceremony

● Both the Masons and the Mormons have what is 
called "the five points of fellowship."

●  When the candidate receives "The First Token of 
the Aaronic Priesthood" he makes a promise 
similar to the oath taken in the "First Degree" of the 
Masonic ritual.

●  In both ceremonies the thumb is drawn across the 
throat to show the penalty

● Those who receive the "First Token of the Aaronic 
Priesthood" give a grip that is similar to that used 
by the Masons in the "First Degree" of their ritual.



  

Parallels of Masonic Ritual and 
Mormon Temple  Ceremony

● The oath, signs and grips of the "Second Token 
of the Aaronic Priesthood" is similar to those in 
the second degree of Masonry.

● Both Mormons and Masons give what they call 
a "new name" to the candidate. For Mormons it 
is based on the day of the year.

● Both the Mormons and the Masons consider 
the square and the compass to be extremely 
important. The marks of the square and the 
compass appear on the Mormon Temple 
garments and on the veil.



  

Mormonism's Link to Occultism
Historian D. Michael Quinn has done extensive 
research on rites and ancient mysteries related to 
occultism. Quinn then outlines the following ten 
essential characteristics common to both occult 
rituals and the Mormon Temple ceremonies:

1.They are revealed by God from the beginning, but 
distorted through apostasy.

2.They place an emphasis on the worthiness of 
initiates.

3.They include washings and anointings, a new 
name and garments



  

Mormonism's Link to Occultism
4.They emphasize vows of non-disclosure.  
5.There are both "lesser" and "greater" rituals. 
6.They feature presentation of the ritual through 

drama. 
7.They contain an oath of chastity requiring strict 

purity and virtue of the participants.  
8.They feature prominent use of the sun, moon and 

stars as key symbols.
9.The purpose of the ritual is to assist mortals to 

attain to godhood. 
10.They employ titles and offices of prophets, 

priests and kings to those in leadership.



  

The Mormon Testimony
● Mormons are encouraged to hear their 

testimony weekly. A Mormon testimony is a 
memorized statement of belief such as...

– “I testify that Joseph Smith was a prophet of God 
and died a martyr for the faith, that the Book of 
Mormon is true, that the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints is the only true restored church, 
and that there is a living prophet upon the earth 
today.”

● But the “proof” of the testimony is a feeling and 
is not based on any set of facts.  



  

Gaining of Losing a Testimony
● Gaining a Testimony

– Having a burning feeling or sensation in the bosom.
– This feeling is understood to be the influence of the 

Holy Spirit testifying to the truthfulness of the 
testimony

● Losing a Testimony
– When one no longer has the feeling when they 

speak the testimony
– This indicates that some sin is blocking the 

influence of the Holy Spirit



  

Why Trust Feelings?
● Mormons will point to...

– Luke 24:32 - “...Did not our heart burn within us, 
while he talked with us by the way, and while he 
opened to us the scriptures?”

– Psalm 39:3 - “My heart grew hot within me. While 
I meditated, the fire burned; then I spoke with my 
tongue'

– “But, behold, I say unto you, that you must study 
it out in your mind; then you must ask me if it be 
right, and if it is right I will cause that your bosom 
shall burn within you; therefore, you shall feel that 
it is right.” (D&C 9:8)



  

What is it Really Saying
● In Luke 24, the feeling that they had in listening 

to the truth of the words that Jesus spoke was 
joy. It was not a confirmation of the truth.

● In Psalm 39, the feeling was anger at the 
wickedness around him. It was not some 
confirmation of truth.

● If D&C 9, Cowdery is told he is to be the scribe 
not the translator. Even FAIR admits that he is 
told to use his head as well as his heart.  



  

Feelings are fallible
● Jeremiah 17:9 - "The heart is deceitful above all 

things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?"
●  Proverbs 14:12 - "There is a way which seemeth right 

unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of 
death."

●  2 Thessalonians 2:9-12 - "Even him, whose coming is 
after the working of Satan with all power and signs and 
lying wonders, And with all deceivableness of 
unrighteousness in them that perish; because they 
received not the love of the truth, that they might be 
saved. And for this cause God shall send them strong 
delusion, that they should believe a lie: That they all 
might be damned who believed not the truth, but had 
pleasure in unrighteousness."



  

Test the Spirits – Examine the Bible
● 1 Th 5:21 - Test everything. Hold on to the good.
● 1 John 4:1 - Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, 

but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, 
because many false prophets have gone out into the 
world.

●  1 Timothy 4:1 - The Spirit clearly says that in later 
times some will abandon the faith and follow deceiving 
spirits and things taught by demons.

● Acts 17:11 - Now the Bereans were of more noble 
character than the Thessalonians, for they received 
the message with great eagerness and examined the 
Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true.



  

Sincerely Wrong
● The real power of a Mormon testimony, then, 

can actually be a potential trap that a person 
falls into by failing to realize that we can literally 
talk ourselves into anything if we want to 
believe it badly enough.

● It is a painful fact of life, though, that sincerity is 
not a guarantee against being wrong. Most of 
us know sincere people who have been 
sincerely wrong



  

Mind and Heart
● Faith must have some basis in fact. For a 

testimony about anything to be valid, there must 
be something to support it, to serve as a 
witness for it. Conversely, there must be 
nothing that legitimately discredits it.

● Most Mormons cannot both objectively consider 
evidence that questions their point of view and 
maintain their subjective testimony, so few are 
willing to try.  As a result, even the most well-
meaning, hopeful LDS testimony is invalid 
because it fails to wholly address truth



  

Witnessing to LDS Members
● First, love them

– John 13:35 - By this all men will know that you 
are my disciples, if you love one another.

– Matthew 5:44 - But I tell you, love your enemies 
and pray for those who persecute you

● Second, be wise, humble and patient
– Matthew 10:16 - Behold, I send you out as sheep 

in the midst of wolves. Therefore be wise as 
serpents and harmless as doves.

– Ephesians 4:2 - Be completely humble and 
gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in 
love.



  

Witnessing Basics
● Love them enough to tell them the truth. But 

attack Mormonism, not the Mormon. 
● Be prepared. There is no substitute for being 

well versed in both the Bible and basic 
Mormonism. 

● Take control of the conversation. Put them on 
the defense by asking pertinent questions. 

● Discuss the "real issues." i.e. God, Jesus 
Christ, Salvation and Sin.

● Don't get sidetracked! Stay on one subject until 
you have reached a satisfactory conclusion.  



  

Witnessing Basics
● Quote only from the King James Version of the 

Bible or Mormon publications. This is the 
version they typically know and use. 

● Share the need for a personal relationship with 
the Jesus of the Bible. Proclaim Jesus, not a 
church. 

● Offer them literature. Tell him all the quotes are 
from Mormon leaders or the Bible. 

● Pray for the Mormon. Never cease to pray for 
them. God is able to save the most hardened 
Mormon.



  

The "Columbo" Tactic
● Lieutenant Columbo was the bumbling and 

seemingly inept TV detective whose remarkable 
success was based on an innocent query: "Do 
you mind if I ask you a question?" 

● The key to this tactic is to maneuver through an 
encounter--halting, head-scratching, and 
apparently harmless--with carefully selected 
questions. Columbo is most powerful if you 
have a plan of attack, if you ask questions with 
a goal in mind. You may be alerted to some 
weakness, flaw, or contradiction in another's 
view you can expose in a disarming way. 



  

The "Columbo" Tactic
● Using the Columbo tactic accomplishes a couple 

of things: 
– First, it immediately engages the other in an 

interactive, relational way. The questions are 
probing, but still quite amicable. 

– Second, it’s flattering because you’ve expressed a 
genuine interest in knowing more about the other's 
view. 

– Third, it forces them to think more carefully--maybe 
for the first time--about exactly what they believe.

–  Fourth, it gives you valuable information, putting 
you in a better position to assess their view. You 
learn what she thinks, but also how she thinks. 



  

Witnessing to Mormon Missionaries

1) Lovingly Greet the Missionaries on Your Porch.
2) Let them talk (share testimony & challenge you)
3) Tell Them You Have Looked into the Book of Mormon.
4) Say something like, “In fact, I ran into a few problems 

and maybe you can help me out.”
5) Excuse yourself for a moment to get your KJV Bible, 

Book of Mormon and notes.
6) Ask the questions you’ve prepared ahead of time. 

Select 3 or so from the 50 questions handout or use 
your own. Just know the issues and answers well.

7) Suggest to them the idea of getting together again.



  

Witnessing to Mormon Missionaries

If you were kind and loving, they will probably meet with 
you again. When you do you want to do the following.

1) Tell how you discovered that the Bible is 
trustworthy and reliable. 

2) Share the real gospel. 
✔ Demonstrate to them the total sufficiency of 

Christ’s death on the cross to secure for us 
salvation and forgiveness of sins. 

3) Share your testimony (what God has done in your 
life) if you have not done so already.



  

Maybe your Best Weapon
● Mormons  believe that the only way to peace 

and joy is through Mormonism.
● When Christians act mean or slam doors in 

their faces it proves they are not happy.
● If should instead tell them about our relationship 

with a living Savior named Jesus Christ.
– About how the fellowship with Christian brothers 

and sisters is completely satisfying to you.
– About how that the Bible is complete and correct.
– About how Jesus loves you and you love Him. 



  

Some Bad News
● Latayne Scott in her book The Mormon Mirage 

says, “I believe it is nearly impossible to convert 
a Mormon missionary to Christianity while he or 
she is on a mission.” (p. 297) because...

– He is called to continually “bear testimony”
– He becomes a victim of his own propaganda
– If doubts are expressed his partner will stop it
– They are kept too busy to think most times

● The good news is that no matter what, our 
questions will plant seeds that can grow later.



  

One Thought-Provoking Track
● Question the Mormon about the importance of 

the Book of Mormon. Let them talk it all out.
● Then ask about their concept of God. Make 

sure they talk about God being a man and man 
becoming a God.

● Then ask them to find substantiation for these 
concepts in the Book of Mormon (they can't).

● Then ask how that book could be the “fullness 
of the everlasting gospel” without it. 
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