
  

Understanding Mormons and Jehovah Witnesses

Class #5 

The Theology of Mormonism

(Creation, Fall, Salvation, Heaven and Hell)



  

LDS View of Creation
● The Mormon doctrine of creation is that a 

plurality of Gods organized the world. 
Specifically, the Father directed Jesus Christ 
(called Jehovah) to organize the world from 
preexisting material, with the help of some of 
his spirit brothers.

● "And they went down at the beginning, and 
they, that is the Gods, organized and formed 
the heavens and the earth" (Abraham 4:1; see 
all of Abraham 4-5). 



  

LDS View of Creation
● The earth and everything on it were created 

spiritually before they were created physically 
(see Moses 3:5). In planning to create the 
physical earth, Christ said to those who were 
with Him, “We will go down, for there is space 
there, . . . and we will make an earth whereon 
these [the spirit children of our Father in 
heaven] may dwell” (Abraham 3:24). – 

– from Gospel Principles ch5 p24 



  

LDS View of Creation
● In the creation of the earth, Michael played a 

part second only to that of Christ.' ... 'It is true 
that Adam helped to form this earth. He labored 
with our Savior Jesus Christ. I have a strong 
view or conviction that there were others also 
who assisted them. Perhaps Noah and Enoch; 
and why not Joseph Smith, and those who were 
appointed to be rulers before the earth was 
formed?'" (Old Testament Student Manual: 
Genesis-2 Samuel [1980], 29, quoting Bruce 
McConkie, Mormon Doctrine, 2nd ed., 491, and 
Joseph Fielding Smith, Doctrines of Salvation, 
1:74-75).



  

The Bible on Creation
● The first sentence of the Bible is one of its most 

famous: “In the beginning God created the 
heavens and the earth” (Genesis 1:1). God 
alone brought absolutely everything into 
existence—apart from himself, of course. He is 
the Creator, and all things in this world are 
creatures, including human beings.

● As the Creator, God has no beginning to his 
existence; he simply is. “Before the mountains 
were brought forth, or ever thou hadst formed 
the earth and the world, even from everlasting 
to everlasting, thou art God” (Psalm 90:2). 



  

The Bible on Creation
● The universe and everything in it, on the other 

hand, came into existence. “All things came into 
being through Him...” (John 1:3 NASB).

● God is by nature eternal; we are not. Everything 
other than God—from the lowliest earthly things 
to the most powerful heavenly beings—exists 
because God created it. 

● “For by him all things were created: things in 
heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or powers or rulers or 
authorities; all things were created by him and 
for him.” (Colossians 1:16).



  

The Bible on Creation
● “God that made the world and all things therein, 

seeing that he is Lord of heaven and earth, 
dwelleth not in temples made with hands; 
neither is worshipped with men’s hands, as 
though he needed anything, seeing he giveth to 
all life, and breath, and all things” (Acts 17:24-25).

● “Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive 
glory and honor and power, for you created all 
things, and by your will they existed and were 
created.” (Revelation 4:11).  



  

Book of Mormon on Creation
● The earliest scriptures that Joseph Smith 

produced present the same view of creation 
and the Creator as we have seen in the Bible.

– “Behold, the Lord hath created the earth that it 
should be inhabited; and he hath created his 
children that they should possess it” (1 Nephi 
17:36).

– “There is a God, and he hath created all things, 
both the heavens and the earth, and all things 
that in them are” (2 Nephi 2:14).

– “We believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God, 
who created heaven and earth, and all things” 
(Mosiah 4:2).



  

LDS View on The Fall
● Because of the Fall, we are blessed with 

physical bodies, the right to choose between 
good and evil, and the opportunity to gain 
eternal life. None of these privileges would have 
been ours had Adam and Eve remained in the 
garden. (Gospel Principles, ch6 p29)

● “Adam fell that men might be; and men are, that 
they might have joy.” (2 Nephi 2:25)

● “Were it not for our transgression we never 
should have had seed, and never should have 
known good and evil, and the joy of our 
redemption, and the eternal life which God 
giveth unto all the obedient” (Moses 5:11)



  

The Bible on The Fall
● “But of the tree of the knowledge of good and 

evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that 
thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die” 
(Genesis 2:17). 

● Paul calls Adam’s act transgression, trespass, 
disobedience, and sin (Romans 5:14-19)

● Before Adam and Eve had disobeyed God, he 
told them to be fruitful and multiply (Gen 1:28)

● Increase of pain in childbirth (Gen 3:16) after 
fall meaning birthing was possible before sin.  



  

LDS View of Adam (Michael or God)
● In the spirit world Adam was called Michael the 

archangel (D&C 27:11)
● According to Joseph Smith, Adam was “the 

Ancient of Days” of whom Daniel speaks (D&C 
27:11; 116:1; 138:38). In Daniel’s vision, 
however, the Ancient of Days represents God, 
not Adam. We know this because the Ancient of 
Days is the divine figure sitting on the throne 
who gives to the figure of “one like a son of 
man” everlasting, universal authority over all 
peoples (Dan. 7:9-14).



  

Adam-God Doctrine
● While not a doctrine believed by most LDS 

people today, there can be no doubt that 
Brigham Young believed and taught that Adam 
was God the Father, the God of this earth, and 
the Father of Jesus in the flesh. President 
Young taught this for over 20 years, claiming it 
was from the Lord, only to have later Mormon 
Prophet Spencer W. Kimball declare this false 
doctrine.



  

The Bible on Adam
● The Bible teaches that Adam’s existence as a 

living being began when God created him as a 
physical, human being (Genesis 1:26-27; 2:7). 
This means that Adam could not have been 
Michael the archangel living in heaven before 
God made the earth.

● What the Bible says about Michael does not 
really fit Mormon doctrine about Michael. Did 
Adam turn back into an angel after he died?  
Michael the archangel was present in the Old 
Testament  after Adam died. (Daniel 10:3; 12:1; 
Jude 1:9)



  

FairMormon.org Admits...
● Based on these remarks, and others he made 

in public and in private, it is apparent that 
Brigham Young believed that:

–  Adam was the father of the spirits of mankind, 
as well as being the first parent of our physical 
bodies.

–  Adam and Eve came to this earth as 
resurrected, exalted personages. 

– Adam and Eve fell and became mortal in order 
to create physical bodies for their spirit 
children.

–  Adam was the spiritual and physical father of 
Jesus Christ



  

FairMormon.org Concludes...
● Regardless of which approach the reader 

prefers to accept, the Church's official position 
on Adam-God is clear: as popularly understood, 
Adam-God (i.e., "Adam, the first man, was 
identical with Elohim/God the Father") is not the 
doctrine of the Church. If there are any particles 
of truth to anything surrounding the Adam-God 
doctrine, one would expect those things to 
harmonize with what has already been 
revealed. Only further revelation from the Lord's 
anointed would be able to clear up many points 
surrounding that doctrine. 



  

Inside The Minds Of LDS Apologists 
● All sources which are favorable to the LDS 

church are true. All sources which are 
unfavorable to the LDS church are false. 

● Anyone who disagrees--however slightly--with 
any aspect of Mormonism is automatically an 
anti-Mormon whose views can be dismissed 
out-of-hand. 

● Apologists seem unable to distinguish between 
possibilities and probabilities.



  

Inside The Minds Of LDS Apologists 
● Apologists routinely accuse critics of "telling us 

what we believe." They follow up by saying, 
"We are the authorities on what we believe, not 
the critics.”

● Apologists often respond to a challenge with the 
phrase, "that's been debunked countless times 
already."

● All arguments are made in a vacuum. 
● If a scientist or anti-Mormon is wrong about one 

thing, it is safe to assume that he or she is 
wrong about everything. 



  

LDS Requirements for Salvation
● The LDS requirements for salvation include:

– Faith in Christ
– Baptism
– Repentance
– Receiving the gift of the Holy Ghost
– Dependence on Christ’s Atonement and God’s 

grace to make you perfect



  

LDS Requirements for Salvation
● The LDS requirements for salvation include:

– Faith in Christ
– Baptism (into the LDS Church by a man holding 

the LDS priesthood)
– Repentance (keeping all the commandments 

including rules laid down by the LDS Church)
– Receiving the gift of the Holy Ghost (by a 

Mormon “priest” laying hands on you)
– Dependence on Christ’s Atonement and God’s 

grace to make you perfect



  

LDS Priesthood
● One of the strangest and least-noticed 

doctrines of the LDS Church is its claim that the 
priesthood is God’s own power by which he 
created and sustains the world. 

● “The priesthood is the eternal power and 
authority of God. Through the priesthood He 
created and governs the heavens and the 
earth. By this power the universe is kept in 
perfect order” (Gospel Principles, 67).



  

LDS Priesthood
● Given the importance of the priesthood in the 

LDS religion, one would think that this 
explanation of the priesthood would appear 
somewhere in the LDS scriptures. It does not.

● The “standard works” never say that God’s own 
divine power is identical with the priesthood.

● The idea that the priesthood is God’s own 
power of creation and providence is so foreign 
to biblical religion that the Bible does not 
directly mention the idea even to refute it.



  

LDS Priesthood
● Joseph Smith gave several lengthy revelations 

about the priesthood in Doctrine & Covenants 
(D&C 20:38-67; 68:15-21; 84; 107; 121:36-45; 
128:8-11; 132:58-64; see also Joseph Smith—
History 1:69-74), but none of them mentions 
this idea.

● Brigham Young was apparently the first to 
articulate this idea, in a sermon that is not 
included in the LDS scriptures.



  

LDS Priesthood
● If anybody wants to know what the Priesthood 

of the Son of God is, it is the law by which the 
worlds are, were, and will continue for ever and 
ever. It is that system which brings worlds into 
existence and peoples them, gives them their 
revolutions—their days, weeks, months, years, 
their seasons and times and by which they are 
rolled up as a scroll, as it were, and go into a 
higher state of existence…” (Brigham Young 
[1872], in Journal of Discourses 15:127).



  

LDS Priesthood
● According to LDS doctrine, “We must have 

priesthood authority to act in the name of God 
when performing the sacred ordinances of the 
gospel, such as baptism, confirmation, 
administration of the sacrament, and temple 
marriage” (Gospel Principles, ch13 p67).

● Jesus appointed other priesthood leaders to 
assist the Apostles in the work of the ministry. 
(Gospel Principles, ch16 p89).



  

Doctrine and Covenants 107:1, 5-7, 10
● THERE are, in the church, two priesthoods, 

namely, the Melchizedek and Aaronic, including 
the Levitical Priesthood. ... All other authorities 
or offices in the church are appendages to this 
priesthood. ... The office of an elder comes 
under the priesthood of Melchizedek. ...High 
priests after the order of the Melchizedek 
Priesthood have a right to officiate in their own 
standing, under the direction of the presidency, 
in administering spiritual things, and also in the 
office of an elder, ...



  

Doctrine and Covenants 13, 20-21
● The second priesthood is called the Priesthood 

of Aaron, ... The power and authority of the 
lesser, or Aaronic Priesthood, is to hold the 
keys of the ministering of angels, and to 
administer in outward ordinances, the letter of 
the gospel, the baptism of repentance for the 
remission of sins, agreeable to the covenants 
and commandments. Of necessity there are 
presidents, or presiding officers growing out of, 
or appointed of or from among those who are 
ordained to the several offices in these two 
priesthoods.



  

Aaronic Preisthood 
● The Aaronic priesthood is open only to men and 

boys, twelve years old or older, who are 
considered worthy after a personal interview 
with their bishop. Requirements for worthiness 
include:

–  Abstaining from all sexual practices, 
– Following the Word of Wisdom (a code requiring 

abstinence from drinking alcohol, smoking, 
and consumption of coffee and tea), 

– Attending church services.



  

Offices and quorums of the Aaronic priesthood in the LDS Church
Office Minimum 

requirements to 
be ordained

Rights and responsibilities Name of quorum 
organization

Max in 
Quorum

Bishop Married adult 
male; high priest 
in Melchizedek 
priesthood

See Bishop (Latter Day Saints) No quorum of 
bishops; bishop is 
president of the 
Priests Quorum and a 
member of the stake 
High Priests Quorum

Priest Baptized 16 year 
old male

Bless the sacrament; baptize; 
give others the Aaronic 
priesthood and ordain others to 
the offices of priest, teacher and 
deacon; all rights of a teacher

Priests Quorum 48

Teacher Baptized 14 year 
old male

Prepare the sacrament; home 
teaching; all rights of a deacon

Teachers Quorum 24

Deacon Baptized 12 year 
old male

Keys of the ministering of angels; 
pass the sacrament to the 
congregation; collect fast 
offerings; may go home teaching 
with father; other duties as 
assigned by bishop

Deacons Quorum 12



  

Melchizedek Priesthood
● Typically given as a matter of course to worthy 

male members 18 years and older. 
● Though typically adult men do not receive this 

priesthood until they have belonged to the 
church for at least one year, this is not a hard 
and fast rule and a man may be given this 
priesthood as soon as local church leaders feel 
that he is prepared. 

● Ordination is based on the recipient's age and 
worthiness and does not require any specific 
training or aptitude. 



  

Melchizedek Priesthood
● A candidate for this ordination is interviewed 

and often counseled to study the 84th, 107th, 
and 121st sections of the Doctrine and 
Covenants to begin to understand the oath and 
covenant of the priesthood, the covenant a 
person makes with God when he receives the 
Melchizedek priesthood. 

● The candidate is also usually asked to stand in 
a gathering of the members of the church to be 
publicly accepted as being worthy of ordination. 
For male Latter-day Saints, receiving the 
Melchizedek priesthood is considered to be a 
saving ordinance of the gospel.



  

Offices of the Melchizedek priesthood in the LDS Church
Office Minimum requirement to 

be ordained to office
Rights and responsibilities

Apostle Married holder of the 
Melchizedek priesthood

"Special witnesses" of Jesus Christ who hold the rights to 
officiate in all responsibilities and duties of the priesthood, 
including the sealing power. Apostles direct the calling of 
patriarchs and may ordain persons to all other offices and 
callings in the church. The President of the Church must 
be an apostle.

Seventy Holder of the Melchizedek 
priesthood

"Especial witnesses" of Jesus Christ; called to preach the 
gospel to the world; work under the direction of apostles; 
may be general or area authorities

Patriarch Married holder of the 
Melchizedek priesthood; 
normally at least age 55

Gives patriarchal blessings to Latter-day Saints

High 
Priest

Holder of the Melchizedek 
priesthood

Responsible for the spiritual welfare of the Latter-day 
Saints; may serve in a bishopric, stake presidency, high 
council, or temple presidency and may serve as a 
mission president; may ordain other High Priests and 
Elders

Elder Priest in the Aaronic 
priesthood; at least 18 
years old

Confer the gift of the Holy Ghost; give blessings by the 
laying on of hands; ordain other Elders; holds all the 
rights of the Aaronic priesthood



  

New Testament on Priesthood
● One searches in vain for any statement along 

these lines in the New Testament:
– None of the apostles ever lays claim to be a 

priest.
– The New Testament never mentions any 

Christian being ordained as a priest.
– No New Testament text ever says or suggests 

that a man must hold a priesthood office in 
order to be authorized to baptize someone 
else.

– The New Testament never specifies that a 
person must hold any sort of office in order to 
be authorized to perform baptisms.



  

Paul on Priesthood
● Priests are conspicuously absent from Paul’s 

lists of offices or ministry functions in the church 
(notably 1 Corinthians 12:28-29; Ephesians 
4:11).

● Paul never uses the terms priest, high priest, or 
priesthood in any of the thirteen epistles that 
bear his name.

● In LDS doctrine, our ultimate source of authority 
and hope is priesthood, whereas in biblical, 
sound Christian doctrine, the ultimate source of 
authority and hope is “Christ the power of God 
and the wisdom of God” (1 Corinthians 1:24).



  

The Apostasy and Salvation
● As members of The Church of Jesus Christ of 

Latter-day Saints, we have each been baptized 
and confirmed by one having the proper 
priesthood authority...But many of God’s 
children have not had these same 
opportunities. They lived at a time or place 
when the gospel was not available to them...For 
those who died without baptism or the temple 
ordinances, He has provided a way for this to 
happen. He has asked us to perform 
ordinances for our ancestors in the temples. 
(Gospel Principles, ch40, p233) 



  

Baptism for the Dead
● Many of our ancestors are among those who 

died without hearing about the gospel while on 
the earth. They now live in the spirit world (see 
chapter 41 in this book). There they are taught 
the gospel of Jesus Christ. Those who have 
accepted the gospel are waiting for the temple 
ordinances to be performed for them. As we 
perform these ordinances in the temple for our 
ancestors, we can share their joy. 

– (Gospel Principles, ch 40 p236)



  

Scripture on Baptism for the Dead
● The Book of Mormon is silent on baptism for the 

dead. Only a single verse in the Bible — 1 
Corinthians 15:29 — constitutes its sole 
mention in ancient Christian Scripture.

● “Else what shall they do which are baptized for 
the dead, if the dead rise not at all? why are 
they then baptized for the dead?” (KJV).

● Verse 12 says: “Now if Christ be preached that 
he rose from the dead, how say some among 
you that there is no resurrection of the dead?”



  

Scripture on Baptism for the Dead
● Paul’s blunt rhetorical question in verse 12 

expresses the burden of the chapter: “Now if 
Christ be preached that he rose from the dead, 
how say some among you that there is no 
resurrection of the dead?” An important thing to 
notice is that the entire series of arguments in 
verses 13-49 is specifically aimed at refuting 
these false teachers within the Corinthian 
congregation (“some among you”) who are 
openly denying the resurrection.



  

Two Views of this Verse
● View #1 - Paul is referring to false teachers who 

are doing it. He is not condoning it.
● Paul points up the fact that since it is the human 

body that is baptized, those who perform such a 
rite in proxy for a deceased person must do so 
because they have the hope of future 
resurrection for that person.

● He would be saying, these false teachers are 
inconsistent: they deny the resurrection, yet 
engage in a practice — baptism for the dead — 
which is based on the hope of resurrection



  

Two Views of this Verse
● View #2 - Paul is referring to the fact that we 

are being baptized into Christ Jesus after he 
had been crucified. If Jesus was not resurrected 
– as the false teachers were saying – then why 
be baptized at all. It would mean we are being 
baptized for this dead person named Jesus.

● “For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has 
not been raised either. And if Christ has not 
been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in 
your sins. Then those also who have fallen 
asleep in Christ are lost. If only for this life we 
have hope in Christ, we are of all people most 
to be pitied.” (1 Corinthians 15:16-19) 



  

The Bible on the Great Apostasy
● The New Testament predicts a partial apostasy 

of people in the church, not a complete 
apostasy of the church itself.

– Parable of the Sower (Mark 4:16-20)
– Many will fall away (Matthew 24:10-13)
– Apostasy...Stand Firm (2 Thess. 2:3,13-15)
– Some will fall away (1 Timothy 4:1)
– Many will listen to false teachers (2 Peter 2:1-2)

● But in all cases it assumes that many of the 
readers will stand firm. The church survives. 



  

The Bible on the Great Apostasy
● The church will exist on the earth until Christ’s 

return.
– The gates of hell will not prevail (Matt 16:18)
– Jesus will be with us (Matthew 28:19-20)
– Jesus equipped us (Ephesians 4:11-16)

● The church’s existence is based not on offices 
held by men on earth but on the “offices” held 
by Christ in heaven. (Romans 8:34; Ephesians 
1:20-23; Colossians 1:18; Hebrews 1:3; 4:14; 
6:19-20; 7:23-8:6)   



  

LDS Plan of Salvation
● Taken from an Offical LDS website:  

http://www.mormonnewsroom.org/article/plan-of-salvation

● For Latter-day Saints, the mortal existence is 
seen in the context of a great sweep of history, 
from a pre-earth life where the spirits of all 
mankind lived with Heavenly Father to a future 
life in His presence where continued growth, 
learning and improving will take place.

● Life on earth is regarded as a probationary 
state in which men and women are tried and 
tested — and where they gain experiences 
obtainable nowhere else.



  

LDS Plan of Salvation
● Latter-day Saints believe Heavenly Father knew 

that humans would make mistakes, so He 
provided a Savior, Jesus Christ, who would 
take upon Himself the sins of the world. While 
some of the gifts of the atonement are 
unconditional (a resurrected body, immortality), 
men and women are expected to repent of their 
sins and strive to live more in harmony with the 
teachings of Christ in order to continue to 
progress and reach their potential in the next 
life.



  

LDS Plan of Salvation
● To members of the Church, physical death on 

earth is not an end but the beginning of the next 
step in Heavenly Father’s plan for His children. 
Nor does death need to be the end of 
relationships with loved ones. Families can be 
together forever — not just for this life. Family 
members who accept the atonement of Jesus 
Christ and follow His example can be together 
forever through sacred sealing ordinances 
performed in God’s holy temples.



  

LDS Plan of Salvation
● Latter-day Saint doctrine teaches that after the 

resurrection, all will be judged and rewarded for 
the things done in this life. Those who are 
worthy to return to the presence of God and 
Christ become “heirs of God, and joint-heirs 
with Christ” (Romans 8:17) of all that the Father 
has. They will return to live with Heavenly 
Father and with their families.



  

LDS Plan of Salvation
● Those who choose not to follow Heavenly 

Father and Jesus Christ will receive a reward 
according to what they have done in this life, 
but they will not enjoy the glory of living in the 
presence of God.



  

LDS View on Christ's Atonement
● The Savior atoned for our sins by suffering in 

Gethsemane and by giving His life on the cross. 
It is impossible for us to fully understand how 
He suffered for all of our sins. In the Garden of 
Gethsemane, the weight of our sins caused 
Him to feel such agony that He bled from every 
pore (see D&C 19:18–19). Later, as He hung 
upon the cross, Jesus suffered painful death by 
one of the most cruel methods known to man.

– Gospel Principles, ch12 p61



  

LDS View on Christ's Atonement
● Christ thus overcame physical death. Because 

of His Atonement, everyone born on this earth 
will be resurrected (see 1 Corinthians 15:21–
22). Just as Jesus was resurrected, our spirits 
will be reunited with our bodies, “that they can 
die no more ... , never to be divided” (Alma 
11:45). This condition is called immortality. All 
people who have ever lived will be resurrected, 
“both old and young, both bond and free, both 
male and female, both the wicked and the 
righteous” (Alma 11:44).

– Gospel Principles, ch12, p62



  



  



  



  

Two Views of Salvation
 Historic Christian View of Salvation LDS View of Salvation 

Adam’s transgression was a deadly 
sin 

Adam’s transgression was a noble 
act 

The wicked are resurrected to face 
hell 

The wicked are resurrected to be 
granted a lower level of salvation 

All who trust in Christ truly will be 
saved; many people will be lost 

Almost everyone will be saved, but 
only Mormons can attain the 
highest salvation 

People must be reconciled to God 
in this life 

Billions of people, including many 
who knew about Jesus and 
rejected him in this life, can still 
accept the (LDS) gospel in the 
afterlife 

Two possible futures: eternal life or 
eternal punishment 

Four possible futures: the celestial, 
terrestrial, and telestial kingdoms, 
and the outer darkness 
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