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LDS Doctrine
● Gospel Principles is a book that sets out some 

of the basic doctrines and teachings of The 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
(LDS Church). 

● Gospel Principles was first published in English 
in 1978. Subsequent editions, each with minor 
revisions, were published in 1979, 1981, 1985, 
1986, 1988, 1992, 1995, and 1997. The book 
has traditionally been used as a Sunday School 
lesson manual for attendees who are recent 
converts or non-members of the church.



  

LDS Doctrine
● In 2009, the LDS Church published a revised 

edition of the book and mandated that it be 
used twice-monthly as the lesson manual for 
Sunday Relief Society and Melchizedek 
priesthood classes in 2010 and 2011.

● Gospel Principles references all of the LDS 
scriptures as well as some other material. 

● We will use this manual as the basis for 
defining current LDS doctrine.



  

LDS Concept of God



  

Initially it Sounds Orthodox
● 'God is the Supreme and Absolute Being in 

whom we believe and whom we worship.' 
(Gospel Principles, ch1, p5)

● 'God is perfect. He is a God of righteousness, 
with attributes such as love, mercy, charity, 
truth, power, faith, knowledge, and judgment. 
He has all power. He knows all things. He is full 
of goodness.' (Gospel Principles, ch1, p6)

● '...God is the Almighty Ruler of the universe. 
God dwells in heaven (see D&C 20:17). 
Through His Son,Jesus Christ, He created the 
heavens and the earth...' (GP, ch1, p5)



  

But Then LDS Doctrine Strays...
“God Was Once a Man Like Us”

● 'Joseph Smith taught: “It is the first principle of 
the Gospel to know for a certainty the Character 
of God. ... He was once a man like us; ... God 
himself, the Father of us all, dwelt on an earth, 
the same as Jesus Christ himself did” 
(Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, sel. 
Joseph Fielding Smith [1976], 345–46). Our 
Heavenly Father knows our trials, our 
weaknesses, and our sins. He has compassion 
and mercy on us. He wants us to succeed even 
as He did.' (Gospel Principles,  Ch 47 p 278)



  

God Has a Body 
of Flesh and Bones

● 'Because we are made in His image (see 
Moses 2:26; 6:9), we know that our bodies are 
like His body. His eternal spirit is housed in a 
tangible body of flesh and bones (see D&C 
130:22). God’s body, however, is perfected and 
glorified, with a glory beyond all description.' 
(Gospel Principles ch 1, page 6)

● 'Our Heavenly Father is a real being with a 
tangible, perfected body of flesh and bones, 
and so is Jesus Christ. The Holy Ghost is a 
personage of spirit.' (GP ch17, p1)



  

Man Can Become God
● 'Exaltation is eternal life, the kind of life God 

lives. He lives in great glory. He is perfect. He 
possesses all knowledge and all wisdom. He is 
the Father of spirit children. He is a creator. We 
can become like our Heavenly Father. This is 
exaltation.' (GP ch47, p275)

● 'Those who inherit the highest degree of the 
celestial kingdom, who become gods, must also 
have been married for eternity in the temple 
(see D&C 131:1–4).' (GP ch46, p272) 



  

LDS – The Nature of God

1.God the Father is an exalted man from another 
planet like earth.

2.He was begotten of the species of gods, who 
existed before him in an infinite series of gods 
who were once men.

3.The image and likeness of God in man proves 
that God is a man.

4.He was married, died, and was resurrected to 
be the god of heaven.

5.Man can become a god just like our God.



  

Biblical Response
● There is only one God (monotheism)

– Isaiah 43:10; 44:6; 45:21
– Duet 32:39
– Psalm 86:10

● God has Always been God
– Isaiah 43:13; 40:28; 57:15
– I Timothy 1:17
– Psalm 90:2
– Psalm 93:2



  

Biblical Response
● God is not a man

– Numbers 23:19
– Hosea 11:9

● God is Spirit (not flesh and bones)
– John 4:24 – God is spirit
– 2 Cor 3:17 – The Lord is the Spirit
– 1 Kings 8:27 – Universe can not contain God
– Isaiah 66:1 – Earth is his footstool (not literal)
– Psalm 139:7-10 – God is everywhere
– John 4:20-24 – God is spirit (not located in space)



  

Logical Response
● An infinite number of gods prior to God the 

Father is impossible
– You can not have an infinite number of events
– The universe had a beginning so you need a 

cause that is not material, spacial or time 
bound. This is God, the only God.

– If there is a creator of all things then exaltation 
is refuted since the creator God is outside of 
the system of exaltation.



  

What About the Trinity for LDS
● There are three distinct gods who are perfect in 

knowledge, power, and glory.
● The Father, Son, and Holy Ghost have three 

distinct bodies, although the Holy Ghost 
currently has only a spirit-body. Their distinct 
bodily existence prevents them from being one 
in nature or essence.

● Their oneness is in purpose, thought, and will.
● The word Godhead is synonymous with Trinity, 

and relates to the purpose of the three, not to 
their nature.



  

Biblical Response on the Trinity
● There is only one true God (Duet 6:4, Isa 43:10, 

45:5, Mark 12:32, James 2:19)
● We use the word person to describe three 

distinct centers of identity, emotion and will.
– The Father uses “I” to speak of himself (John 12:28)

– The Son uses “I” to speak of himself (John 8:58)
– The Holy Spirit does the same (Acts 13:2)

● The Father is called God (Rom 1:17; 1 Cor 1:3)
● The Son is called God (Isa 9:6; Matt 1:23; John 1:1; 

5:18; 20:28; Phil 2:6-8; Heb 1:8; 1 John 5:20; Rev 1:8)



  

Biblical Response on the Trinity
● The Holy Spirit is called God (2 Sam 23:2-3; Acts 

5:1-4; 28:25-27; Heb 3:7-19; 10:15-16)
● All three persons share the nature of one God 

(Matt 28:19)
● Christianity teaches that there is one God. Within 

 the nature of this one God are three persons.
● Each person shares in all the nature and 

attributes of the one God, so we do not have 
three gods. We have one God who exists as 
three divine persons.



  

Book of Moron Says...One God.

And Zeezrom said unto him: Thou sayest there is 
a true and living God? And Amulek said: Yea, 
there is a true and living God. Now Zeezrom said: 
Is there more than one God? And he answered, 
No. Now Zeezrom said unto him again: How 
knowest thou these things? And he said: An angel 
hath made them known unto me.

(Alma 11:26–31)



  

 Now Zeezrom saith again unto him: Is the Son of 
God the very Eternal Father? And Amulek said 
unto him: Yea, he is the very Eternal Father of 
heaven and of earth, and all things which in them 
are; he is the beginning and the end, the first and 
the last...but every thing shall be restored to its 
perfect frame, as it is now, or in the body, and 
shall be brought and be arraigned before the bar 
of Christ the Son, and God the Father, and the 
Holy Spirit, which is one Eternal God, to be judged 
according to their works, whether they be good or 
whether they be evil. (Alma 11:38–39, 44b)

BoM Even Validates the Trinity



  

LDS Concept of Humankind



  

Heavenly Parents
● All men and women are literally the sons and 

daughters of God. “Man, as a spirit, was 
begotten and born of heavenly parents, and 
reared to maturity in the eternal mansions of the 
Father, prior to coming upon the earth in a 
temporal [physical] body” (Teachings of 
Presidents of the Church: Joseph F. Smith 
[1998], 335). (GP ch2 p9)

● If Heavenly Father is the literal father of our 
spirits—procreating us as spirit beings like an 
earthly father procreates his children—it would 
follow logically that we also have a “heavenly 
mother.” 



  

Heavenly Mother
● Joseph F. Smith agrees that the scriptures 

never mention a heavenly mother but argues 
that “common sense” tells us she must exist:

● In answer to your question about a mother in heaven, 
let us use reason…. The fact that there is no reference 
to a mother in heaven either in the Bible, Book of 
Mormon or Doctrine and Covenants, is not sufficient 
proof that no such thing as a mother did exist there. If 
we had a Father, which we did, for all of these records 
speak of him, then does not good common sense tell 
us that we must have had a mother there also?” 
(Joseph Fielding Smith, Answers to Gospel Questions 
[1960], 3:142).



  

Preexistence of Man
● Every person who was ever born on earth is our 

spirit brother or sister. Because we are the spirit 
children of God, we have inherited the potential 
to develop His divine qualities. (GP ch2 p9)

● A veil covers our memories of our premortal life, 
but our Father in Heaven knows who we are 
and what we did before we came here. He has 
chosen the time and place for each of us to be 
born so we can learn the lessons we personally 
need and do the most good with our individual 
talents and personalities. (GP ch2 p10) 



  

Earthly Test
● Our Heavenly Father knew we could not 

progress beyond a certain point unless we left 
Him for a time. He wanted us to develop the 
godlike qualities that He has. (GP ch2 p9) 

● To do this, we needed to leave our premortal 
home to be tested and to gain experience. Our 
spirits needed to be clothed with physical 
bodies. (GP ch2 p9) 

● We would need to leave our physical bodies at 
death and reunite with them in the 
Resurrection. Then we would receive immortal 
bodies like that of our Heavenly Father. (p9-10)



  

Humans Can be a god like God
● 'If we passed our tests, we would receive the 

fulness of joy that our Heavenly Father has 
received. (See D&C 93:30–34.)' (GP ch2 p11)

● 'We learned that if we followed His plan, we 
would become like Him. We would be 
resurrected; we would have all power in heaven 
and on earth; we would become heavenly 
parents and have spirit children just as He 
does. (see D&C 132:19–20).' (GP ch2 p11)



  

LDS Nature of Humankind

1.All people lived with God before this world as 
spirit being procreated with heavenly Mother

2.God the Father was aided by His created 
beings before the creation of the world

3.A person's actions in the preexistence affects a 
person's life on earth

4.We knew God and God knew us before our 
birth

5.All humans (and angels) are the literal sons and 
daughters of God. 



  

The Curse of Black Skin
● For behold, the Lord shall curse the land with 

much heat, and the barrenness thereof shall go 
forth forever; and there was a blackness came 
upon all the children of Canaan, that they were 
despised among all people. (Moses 7:8)

● And Enoch also beheld the residue of the 
people which were the sons of Adam; and they 
were a mixture of all the seed of Adam save it 
was the seed of Cain, for the seed of Cain were 
black, and had not place among them. (Moses 
7:22)



  

Wherefore, the word of the Lord was fulfilled which he spake 
unto me, saying that: Inasmuch as they will not hearken unto 
thy words they shall be cut off from the presence of the Lord. 
And behold, they were cut off from his presence. And he had 
caused the cursing to come upon them, yea, even a sore 
cursing, because of their iniquity. For behold, they had 
hardened their hearts against him, that they had become like 
unto a flint; wherefore, as they were white, and exceedingly 
fair and delightsome, that they might not be enticing unto my 
people the Lord God did cause a skin of blackness to come 
upon them. And thus saith the Lord God: I will cause that they 
shall be loathsome unto thy people, save they shall repent of 
their iniquities. And cursed shall be the seed of him that 
mixeth with their seed; for they shall be cursed even with the 
same cursing. And the Lord spake it, and it was done. And 
because of their cursing which was upon them they did 
become an idle people, full of mischief and subtlety, and did 
seek in the wilderness for beasts of prey. (2 Nephi 5:20–24)



  

Biblical Response
● “And the Lord God formed man of the dust of 

the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the 
breath of life; and man became a living soul” 
(Genesis 2:7). 

● Notice that Genesis does not say that God 
placed an already existing individual spirit being 
into the physical body, but that he “breathed 
into his nostrils the breath of life.” This 
statement at least seems to be saying that this 
is how Adam came into being



  

Biblical Response
● God creating human beings “in his image” 

(Genesis 1:26-27). This raises an interesting 
problem for the idea that people existed in 
heaven as God’s literal offspring.

● The New Testament explicitly denies that all 
human beings are God’s children. 

● Jesus taught that those who rejected him were 
not God’s children, and even said that the devil 
was their father (John 8:42-44).  



  

Biblical Response
● The apostle John explained that “the children of 

God” were those who were “born of God” 
through their faith in Christ and had turned 
away from a life of sin, while “the children of the 
devil” were those committed to a life of sin 
(John 1:12-13; 1 John 3:1-10; 5:1-2).

● The apostle Paul makes the same point when 
he says that we who believe in Christ and have 
the Spirit dwelling in us receive “adoption as 
sons” (Rom. 8:14-17; Gal. 3:26-4:7). 



  

Biblical Response
● People are not by nature God’s children. We 

are all God’s creatures, but we become God’s 
children through adoption and the spiritual 
rebirth that comes through faith in Christ.

● According to the Bible, only one human being 
existed in heaven before his physical life on 
earth: Jesus Christ.

● John the Baptist contrasted himself with Jesus 
in this regard when he said, “He that cometh 
from above is above all: he that is of the earth is 
earthly, and speaketh of the earth: he that 
cometh from heaven is above all” (John 3:31). 



  

Biblical Response
● “He that cometh from above,” who “cometh 

from heaven,” is Jesus Christ; John the Baptist, 
like the rest of us, “is of the earth.” Unlike the 
rest of us, Jesus “had come forth from God and 
was going back to God” (John 13:3).

● Jesus told his disciples, “I came forth from the 
Father and have come into the world; I am 
leaving the world again and going to the Father” 
(John 16:28). When he said this, he was clearly 
saying something about himself that was not 
true about everyone else.  



  

BoM on Heavenly Mother
● The Book of Mormon refers ten times to Adam 

and Eve as “our first parents” (1 Nephi 5:11; 2 
Nephi 2:15; 9:9; Mosiah 16:3; Alma 12:21, 26; 
42:2, 7; Helaman 6:26; Ether 8:25)

● Since it never qualifies this description in any 
way (for example, by calling them “our first 
parents on earth”), the natural way to take 
these words is that Adam and Eve were literally 
our very first parents



  

Logical Response
● 'But God gives it a body as he has determined, 

and to each kind of seed he gives its own body. 
All flesh is not the same: Men have one kind of 
flesh, animals have another, birds another and 
fish another.' (1 Corinthians 15:38-39)

● This tells us something we know in nature, a 
species gives birth to like kind. If Heavenly 
Father and Mother have bodies of flesh and 
bones, why do there offspring not have the 
same type body but are only spirit? 



  

LDS Concepts about Jesus Christ



  

Places of Agreement
● The LDS Church emphatically claims to be “the 

Church of Jesus Christ” and insists that faith in 
Jesus Christ is absolutely central to their 
religion. We should not ignore or dismiss this 
claim without a fair examination. In particular, 
we should take careful notice of the truths about 
Jesus Christ that the LDS religion affirms and 
that they share in common with historic, 
orthodox Christianity. Even a simple list of 
these affirmations will show that there is 
considerable truth within the LDS belief system 
concerning Jesus Christ.



  

LDS Affirm
● Jesus was a descendant of King David
● Jesus’ mother was a young Jewish woman 

named Mary, and Joseph was not his biological 
father

● Jesus was born in Bethlehem and grew up in 
Nazareth

● Jesus was baptized by John the Baptist
● Jesus lived a perfect, sinless life, despite the 

temptations of the devil
● Jesus loved people perfectly and felt deep 

compassion for them



  

LDS Affirm
● Jesus performed the miracles of the Gospels
● Jesus chose apostles to speak for him and be 

the original leaders of the church
● Jesus suffered and was sentenced by Pontius 

Pilate to death on the cross
● Jesus rose physically from the grave on the 

third day to immortal physical life and appeared 
to his disciples  Jesus ascended into heaven

● Jesus will return personally, bodily, and visibly 
to the earth to destroy the wicked, raise the 
dead, and administer judgment



  

But There are Many Differences
● Mormons are taught that Jesus Christ was the 

firstborn of Heavenly Father’s billions of spirit 
sons and daughters living in heaven. These 
spirit children included all those who would 
become human beings on earth as well as all of 
the rebellious spirits (demons) who would not 
have the opportunity to live mortal lives on 
earth.



  

Firstborn Spirit Child
● “Jesus was willing to come to the earth, give 

His life for us, and take upon Himself our sins. 
He, like the Heavenly Father, wanted us to 
choose whether we would obey Heavenly 
Father’s commandments…. Satan wanted to 
force us all to do his will. Under his plan, we 
would not be allowed to choose…. After hearing 
both sons speak, Heavenly Father said, ‘I will 
send the first’ (Abraham 3:27)” (Gospel 
Principles, 14-15).



  

Jesus and Satan are Brothers
● Jesus and Satan both as “sons” of Heavenly 

Father. This means, of course, that they are 
brothers. Earlier editions of Gospel Principles 
(from 1978 through 2008) stated this explicitly:

– Two of our brothers offered to help. Our oldest 
brother, Jesus Christ, who was then called 
Jehovah, said, “Here am I, send me” (Abraham 
3:27)…. Satan, who was called Lucifer, also 
came… (Gospel Principles [1997 ed.], 17-18)

● The LDS Church’s official website includes an 
article that states, “Jesus Christ and Lucifer are 
indeed offspring of our Heavenly Father and, 
therefore, spirit brothers.”



  

Jesus Became a God
● Speaking in 1949, LDS leader Milton R. Hunter, 

of the First Council of the Seventy, stated...
● During his pre-mortal life Jesus Christ rose to 

the status of Godhood. At that time he was 
foreordained to be the Savior of this world. 
Father Abraham was privileged to see in vision 
the grand council in heaven that was held prior 
to the peopling of this earth, and he saw, as the 
Lord showed him, "many of the noble and great 
ones." (LDS Conference Report, October 1949, 
p. 69)



  

Jesus is Jehovah
● Jesus Christ, who was called Jehovah, said, 

“Here am I, send me” (Abraham 3:27; see also 
Moses 4:1–4). (GP ch3 p17)

● In the older version of GP there is a picture with 
the caption, “The Savior Jesus Christ, known as 
Jehovah in the premortal existence, was born in 
a humble stable.” (GP 1997 p 60)



  

Prayer to The Father Only
● Prayer is a sincere, heartfelt talk with our 

Heavenly Father. We should pray to God and to 
no one else. We do not pray to any other being 
or to anything made by man or God (GP p35).

● LDS doctrine says God the Father is Elohim 
and you can only pray to God the Father since 
he is a greater God than Jesus. You can pray in 
Jesus name but not to Jesus. 



  

Unless Jesus is Present
● The LDS Church teaches that Heavenly Father, 

Jesus Christ, and the Holy Ghost comprise “the 
Godhead,” a group of three Gods responsible 
for this world, with Heavenly Father as the head 
or preeminent God. Since they regard the Son 
as a separate and subordinate God under the 
Father, they teach that Christians should direct 
prayer and worship to Heavenly Father alone, 
not to Jesus. The only exception would be 
those occasions in which Jesus appears visibly 
to human beings; on those occasions, it is 
permissible to pray to him



  

God is the Literal Father
 of Jesus in the Flesh

● Thus, God the Father became the literal Father 
of Jesus Christ. Jesus is the only person on 
earth to be born of a mortal mother and an 
immortal Father. That is why He is called the 
Only Begotten Son. (GP ch11 p53)

● Brigham Young said “When the time came that 
His first-born, the Saviour, should come into the 
world and take a tabernacle, the Father came 
Himself and favoured that spirit [Mary] with a 
tabernacle instead of letting any other man do 
it.” (Journal of Discourses, vol. 4, pp. 217-218)



  

In a 1916 doctrinal statement by the 
LDS First Presidency we read...

● God the Eternal Father, whom we designate by the 
exalted name-title "Elohim," is the literal Parent of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, and of the spirits of the 
human race. Elohim is the Father in every sense in 
which Jesus Christ is so designated, and distinctively 
He is the Father of spirits. ... Jesus Christ is the Son of 
Elohim both as spiritual and bodily offspring; that is to 
say, Elohim is literally the Father of the spirit of Jesus 
Christ and also of the body in which Jesus Christ 
performed His mission in the flesh, and which body 
died on the cross and was afterward taken up by the 
process of resurrection, and is now the immortalized 
tabernacle of the eternal spirit of our Lord and Savior. 
(Encyclopedia of Mormonism, vol. 4, pp. 1670-1671)



  

Modern Mormon Apostle Confirms
● God the Father is a perfected, glorified, holy 

Man, an immortal Personage. And Christ was 
born into the world as the literal Son of this Holy 
Being; he was born in the same personal, real, 
and literal sense that any mortal son is born to 
a mortal father. There is nothing figurative 
about his paternity; he was begotten, conceived 
and born in the normal and natural course of 
events, for he is the Son of God, and that 
designation means what it says. (Mormon 
Doctrine, by Bruce McConkie, p. 742)



  

What is a Virgin
● While Mormon leaders assert that they believe 

in the virgin birth they have changed the 
definition. The LDS Church teaches that God 
the Father has a physical, tangible, resurrected 
body and that God literally sired Jesus in the 
same physical sense that any other man begets 
a child. Consequently "the virgin birth" is 
redefined to mean Mary had intercourse with a 
god, not a mortal, in order to literally conceive 
the baby Jesus.



  

Biblical Response
● Jesus Christ is the only human being who 

existed in heaven before his human life (John 
3:31). He did not become a God, but has 
always been God (John 1:1). He is called the 
“firstborn of all creation” (Colossians 1:15) to 
mean that he is the Father’s primary heir, not 
that he was the first spirit being created.

● Jesus Christ is one of three divine persons 
(Matthew 28:19), but these three persons are 
one God (Deuteronomy 6:4; Isaiah 43:10; 1 
Corinthians 8:4-6), not three Gods or God and 
two of his sons.



  

Biblical Response
● Even Mormons admit that faithful Israelites 

prayed to Jesus (whom they identify as 
Jehovah) in the Old Testament. The New 
Testament also affirms praying to Jesus (John 
14:14; Romans 10:9-14; 2 Corinthians 12:7-9; 1 
John 5:13-15).

● In the Bible, calling Jesus the “only-begotten 
Son” refers to his eternal nature and status as 
God’s unique, divine Son (John 1:14, 18). 
Jesus was conceived “from the Holy Spirit” 
(Matthew 1:18), not as God’s physical offspring 
(an idea nowhere taught even in the LDS 
scriptures).



  

Biblical Response
● Jesus did not “inherit” divine powers by being 

God’s physical offspring because he was 
already, as even LDS scriptures say, “the Lord 
Omnipotent…from all eternity to all eternity” 
(Mosiah 3:5, quoted in Gospel Principles, 52).

● Jesus Christ appointed apostles as his 
authoritative witnesses, not as custodians of a 
priesthood to run a religious organization. 
Rather, the whole church is a “royal priesthood” 
based not on ritual but on relationship to Jesus 
Christ (1 Peter 2:4-10).
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