
  

Understanding Mormons and Jehovah Witnesses

Class #3 

Validity of Mormon Scripture



  

Book of Mormon Validity
● Who else saw the plates?

– The Testimony of the Three Witnesses
● Oliver Cowdery, principle scribe
● David Whitmer, host home
● Martin Harris, financial backer

– The Testimony of the Eight Witnesses
● Christian Whitmer, Jacob Whitmer, Peter 

Whitmer Jun., John Witner, Hiram Page, 
Joseph Smith, Sr., Hyrum Smith, Samuel H. 
Smith



  

Mormon Gold Plates



  

If They Had Seen Them
● They would know that some metal plates had 

some weird engraving on them.
● They might be able to figure out what metal 

they were made out of.
● They would not know how old they were.
● They would not know what they said.
● They would not know who created them.
● They would not know what language they were 

writen in, if any. 



  

Doctrine and Covenants 17:1–2
● Behold, I say unto you, that you must rely upon 

my word, which if you do with full purpose of 
heart, you shall have a view of the plates, and 
also of the breastplate, the sword of Laban, the 
Urim and Thummim, which were given to the 
brother of Jared upon the mount, when he 
talked with the Lord face to face, and the 
miraculous directors which were given to Lehi 
while in the wilderness, on the borders of the 
Red Sea. And it is by your faith that you shall 
obtain a view of them, even by that faith which 
was had by the prophets of old.



  

The Three Witnesses Pray
● “Upon this, our second failure, Martin Harris proposed 

that he should withdraw himself from us, believing, as 
he expressed himself, that his presence was the 
cause of our not obtaining what we wished for. He 
accordingly with drew from us, and we knelt down 
again, and had not been many minutes engaged in 
prayer, when presently we beheld a light above us in 
the air, of exceeding brightness; and behold, an angel 
stood before us. In his hands he held the plates which 
we had been praying for these to have a view of. He 
turned over the leaves one by one, so that we could 
see them, and discern the engravings theron 
distinctly.” (History of the Church, vol1:54)



  

Martin Harris' Vision
● I now left David and Oliver, and went in pursuit of Martin 

Harris, whom I found at a considerable distance, fervently 
engaged in prayer. He soon told me, however, that he had 
not yet prevailed with the Lord, and earnestly requested 
me to join him in prayer, that he also might realize the 
same blessings which we had just received. We 
accordingly joined in prayer, and ultimately obtained our 
desires, for before we had yet finished, the same vision 
was opened to our view, at least it was again opened to 
me, and I once more beheld and heard the same things; 
whilst at the same moment, Martin Harris cried out, 
apparently in an ecstasy of joy, ‘’Tis enough; ’tis enough; 
mine eyes have beheld; mine eyes have beheld;’ and 
jumping up, he shouted, ‘Hosanna,’ blessing God, and 
otherwise rejoiced exceedingly.” (History of the Church, 
vol1:55.) 



  

Book of Mormon Challenge
● The Book of Mormon challenge was 

popularised by Professor Hugh Nibley, and 
often presented to his students in a course on 
the Book of Mormon at BYU. 

● Basically, the idea is that the detractors of the 
Book are invited to try their hand at writing a 
similar epic, the point presumably being that it 
is so difficult that it could only have come about 
with divine help.



  

Book of Mormon Challenge
● It should be noted at the outset that there are 

several problems with the whole concept. The 
first is that this test is by no means unique. 

● The Koran, for example, contains a very similar 
test within its pages.

● Sura 2:23 And if you are in doubt as to that which We 
have revealed to Our servant, then produce a chapter 
(sura) like it and call on your witnesses besides Allah if 
you are truthful.

● Sura 10:38 Or do they say: He has forged it? Say: 
Then bring a chapter (sura) like this and invite whom 
you can besides Allah, if you are truthful.



  

Book of Mormon Challenge
● One wonders if the Mormons have ever handed 

the Muslims the Book of Mormon as fulfillment 
of this challenge, and vice-versa.

● A second problem centers around the concept 
of the onus of proof. Since the Mormons have 
claimed that the Book of Mormon has a divine 
origin, it is up to them to provide satisfactory 
evidence of this claim. 

● The Challenge is actually a subtle attempt to 
shift the burden of proof onto the detractor, and 
as such should be disregarded.



  

Book of Mormon Challenge

● By far the major problem with the Book of 
Mormon Challenge, however, is the simple fact 
that the Book itself does not meet the 
requirements outlined in the challenge! 

● The Challenge is only valid if one first assumes 
the historical validity of the Book of Mormon, 
which thus results in a circular argument.

● We think we can show that Joseph Smith could 
have produced the Book of Mormon purely by 
natural means of his own intellect.



  

Book of Mormon Sources
If the Book of Mormon was not written by an 
ancient peoples, what might the sources be:

1) The Bible
– 26 of the 239 chapters are almost word for word 

from the KJV of the Bible (Isaiah, Malichi, 
Matthew)

● 2 Nephi almost entirely from Isaiah
● 3 Nephi 12-16 is Sermon on Mount (Mt. 5-7)

– MANY Bible references in paraphrase
– “Christian” language and sermonettes 



  

1 Nephi 14:20–27 (~600 BC)
● 20 And the angel said unto me: Behold one of the twelve 

apostles of the Lamb.
● 21 Behold, he shall see and write the remainder of these 

things; yea, and also many things which have been.
● 22 And he shall also write concerning the end of the world.
● 23 Wherefore, the things which he shall write are just and 

true; and behold they are written in the book which thou 
beheld proceeding out of the mouth of the Jew; and at the 
time they proceeded out of the mouth of the Jew, or, at the 
time the book proceeded out of the mouth of the Jew, the 
things which were written were plain and pure, and most 
precious and easy to the understanding of all men.



  

Apostle John and Revelation
● 24 And behold, the things which this apostle of the Lamb 

shall write are many things which thou hast seen; and 
behold, the remainder shalt thou see.

● 25 But the things which thou shalt see hereafter thou shalt 
not write; for the Lord God hath ordained the apostle of the 
Lamb of God that he should write them.

● 26 And also others who have been, to them hath he shown 
all things, and they have written them; and they are sealed 
up to come forth in their purity, according to the truth which 
is in the Lamb, in the own due time of the Lord, unto the 
house of Israel.

● 27 And I, Nephi, heard and bear record, that the name of 
the apostle of the Lamb was John, according to the word 
of the angel. (1 Nephi 14:20–27)



  

Knowing the Name of the Messiah
● For according to the words of the prophets, the 

Messiah cometh in six hundred years from the time 
that my father left Jerusalem; and according to the 
words of the prophets, and also the word of the angel 
of God, his name shall be Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God. (2 Nephi 25:19)

● And then shall my revelations which I have caused to 
be written by my servant John be unfolded in the eyes 
of all the people. Remember, when ye see these 
things, ye shall know that the time is at hand that they 
shall be made manifest in very deed. (Ether 4:16)



  

“Lamb of God”
●  “And the angel said unto me: Behold the Lamb of God, 

yea, even the Son of the Eternal Father! Knowest thou the 
meaning of the tree which thy father saw?” (1 Nephi 11:21)

● Lamb of God never used in OT and only twice in NT, both 
times in the Gospel of John. Yet is it used 35 times in the 
book of Mormon.

● Interesting to note that there were 3,913 changes made 
from the 1830 edition of the Book of Mormon.

● “And the angel said unto me, behold the Lamb of God, 
yea, even the Eternal Father! Knowest thou the meaning 
of the tree which thy father saw?” (1 Nephi 11:21)

● Many times Son of was added to passages that talk about 
Jesus. Was this a change from earlier Trinitarian veiw?



  

Book of Mormon Sources

2) An American, James Adair, wrote a book A 
History of the American Indians in 1775. It 
attempted to prove that natives had descended 
from the ancient Israelites. This theme is also 
found in the Book of Mormon. On Pages 377 & 
378 of Adair's book, there is a series of phrases 
describing Indian fortifications. These phrases 
are identical to the phrases which describe the 
construction of defensive forts in Chapters 48-
50 and 53 of the Book of Alma. This would 
seem to indicate that someone copied parts of 
Adair's book verbatim into the Book of Mormon.



  

Book of Mormon Sources

3) Some researchers believe that the Book of 
Mormon was partly based on an earlier book 
View of the Hebrews or the tribes of Israel in 
America by Ethan Smith (no relation). Its first 
edition was published in 1823 and was very 
popular in the area where Joseph Smith lived. A 
copy of the second edition of this book is 
available online which you can compare to the 
original version of the Book of Mormon. 1823 is 
also the year Joseph Smith said the angel 
Moroni revealed the presence of the plates.



  

Book of Mormon Sources

4) Wayne L. Cowdrey, Who Really Wrote the 
Book of Mormon?: The Spalding Enigma, says 

● The Book of Mormon is really a clever adaptation of an 
obscure, unpublished historical novel written during the 
War of 1812 in Conneaut, OH and Pittsburgh, PA by a 
down-and-out ex-preacher named Solomon Spalding, a 
Revolutionary War veteran and bankrupt land speculator 
who died at Amity, Washington County, PA in 1816 and 
lies buried in the churchyard there. Prior to his death, 
Spalding had complained to friends and relatives that a 
draft of his novel, A Manuscript Found, had been stolen 
from the shelves of Pittsburgh publisher R.& J. Patterson, 
by one Sidney Rigdon. 



  

Book of Mormon Sources
● This same Rigdon later became one of the three principal 

founders of the Mormon religious movement along with co-
conspirators Joseph Smith, Jr., and Smith’s cousin Oliver 
Cowdery, an itinerant book peddler and sometimes printer. 
According to Who Really Wrote the Book of Mormon?: The 
Spalding Enigma, it all began as an elaborate get-rich-quick 
scheme which Joseph Smith himself referred to as "the Gold-
Bible business" in an 1829 letter.

● At the time of the conspiracy, Smith and Cowdery lived in 
western New York. Rigdon resided in the Pittsburgh area until 
1818, and then spent the next dozen years in various locations 
around western Pennsylvania and eastern Ohio. According to 
evidence presented by the authors, it was Oliver Cowdery, who 
eventually brought Rigdon and Smith together, and who later 
served as Smith’s personal scribe during the process of 
creating The Book of Mormon from Spalding’s manuscript.



  

Book of Mormon Sources

5) Joesph Smith's Imagination
● Lucy relates in her history:

In the course of our evening conversations Joseph would 
give us some of the most amusing recitals which could be 
imagined he would describe the ancient inhabitants of this 
continent, their dress, their manner of traveling, the 
animals which they rode, the cities that were built by them, 
the structure of their buildings, with every particular of their 
mode of warfare, their religious worship as particularly as 
though he had spent his life with them. It will be recollected 
by the reader that all that I mentioned and much more took 
place within the compass of one short year. 

– Early Mormon Documents , vol. 1, p. 296



  

Book of Mormon Sources

6) Stories by Joesph Smith Sr.
● Lehi's vision in 1 Nephi Ch 11 is essentially the 

same as the second vision of Joseph Smith Sr 
as records by Lucy Smith in Ch 14 of her book, 
Biographical Sketches of Joseph Smith the 
Prophet.

● Other visions have elements that are repeated 
in various other places in the Book of Mormon.   



  

Book of Mormon and Historical Fact

One of the fundamental tenets taught to Mormon 
children and new converts is that the Book of 
Mormon is an account of real people and real 

events. Mormon leaders, apologists, and scholars 
have been adamant in declaring the Book of 

Mormon to be actual history. 



  

Faith and Historical Fact
Dr. Robert Millet, the well-respected professor at 
Brigham Young University, stated, "The historicity 
of the Book of Mormon record is crucial. We 
cannot exercise faith in that which is untrue, nor 
can 'doctrinal fiction' have normative value in our 
lives...Only scripture-writings and events and 
descriptions from real people at a real point in 
time, people who were moved upon and directed 
by divine powers-can serve as a revelatory 
channel, enabling us to hear and feel the word of 
God" ("The Book of Mormon, Historicity, and Faith," Journal 
of Book of Mormon Studies Vol. 2, number 2, p.1).



  

False Claims of Authenticity
● Some members of the Mormon Church have 

made fantastic claims about archaeologists using 
the Book of Mormon. For example, one letter 
written by a prominent Mormon, dated May 3, 
1936, maintained that the Book of Mormon was 
used by "the government to unravel the problem 
of the aborigines.… it was 1920 before the 
Smithsonian Institute officially recognized the 
Book of Mormon as a record of any value.… it is 
true that the Book of Mormon has been the guide 
to almost all of the major discoveries.... This 
record is...recognized by all advanced students in 
the field."



  

Archaeologist Statement
●  In 1973, Michael Coe, one of the best known 

authorities on archaeology of the New World, wrote an 
article for Dialogue: A Journal of Mormon Thought, 
Summer 1973. After telling of the Mormon belief in 
Joseph Smith and the Book of Mormon, he frankly 
stated: "Let me now state uncategorically that as far 
as I know there is not one professionally trained 
archaeologist, who is not a Mormon, who sees any 
scientific justification for believing the foregoing to be 
true,... nothing, absolutely nothing, has ever shown up 
in any New World excavation which would suggest to 
a dispassionate observer that the Book of Mormon... is 
a historical document relating to the history of early 
migrants to our hemisphere." (pp.42, 46)



  

Smithsonian Institution Statement 
Regarding the Book of Mormon

1.The Smithsonian Institution has never used the 
Book of Mormon in any way as a scientific 
guide. Smithsonian archaeologists see no direct 
connection between the archaeology of the 
New World and the subject matter of the book. 

Some Latter-day Saints, in their zeal to give tangible 
authenticity to the Book of Mormon, have told prospective 
converts that the Smithsonian Institution has used the Book 
of Mormon to verify sites in the New World. In response to 
numerous requests on this subject, the Smithsonian issued a 
paper in the 1980's detailing their position on the matter.



  

Smithsonian Institution Statement 
Regarding the Book of Mormon

2.The physical type of the American Indian is 
basically Mongoloid, being most closely related 
to that of the peoples of eastern, central, and 
northeastern Asia. Archaeological evidence 
indicates that the ancestors of the present 
Indians came into the New World -- probably 
over a land bridge known to have existed in the 
Bering Strait region during the last Ice Age -- in 
a continuing series of small migrations 
beginning from about 25,000 to 30,000 years 
ago. 



  

Smithsonian Institution Statement 
Regarding the Book of Mormon

3.Present evidence indicates that the first people 
to reach this continent from the East were the 
Norsemen who briefly visited the northeastern 
part of North America around A.D. 1000 and 
then settled in Greenland. There is nothing to 
show that they reached Mexico or Central 
America.



  

Smithsonian Institution Statement 
Regarding the Book of Mormon

4.One of the main lines of evidence supporting the 
scientific finding that contacts with Old World 
civilizations, if indeed they occurred at all, were of very 
little significance for the development of American 
Indian civilizations, is the fact that none of the principal 
Old World domesticated food plants or animals 
(except the dog) occurred in the New World in pre-
Columbian times. American Indians had no wheat, 
barley, oats, millet, rice, cattle, pigs, chickens, horses, 
donkeys, camels before 1492. (Camels and horses 
were in the Americas, along with the bison, mammoth, 
and mastodon, but all these animals became extinct 
around 10,000 B.C. at the time the early big game 
hunters spread across the Americas.) 



  

Smithsonian Institution Statement 
Regarding the Book of Mormon

5.Iron, steel, glass, and silk were not used in the 
New World before 1492 (except for occasional 
use of unsmelted meteoric iron). Native copper 
was worked used (sic) in various locations in 
pre-Columbian times, but true metallurgy was 
limited to southern Mexico and the Andean 
region, where its occurrence in late prehistoric 
times involved gold, silver, copper, and their 
alloys, but not iron. 



  

Smithsonian Institution Statement 
Regarding the Book of Mormon

6.There is a possibility that the spread of cultural 
traits across the Pacific to Mesoamerica and 
the northwestern coast of South America began 
several hundred years before the Christian era. 
However, any such inter-hemispheric contacts 
appear to have been the results of accidental 
voyages originating in eastern and southern 
Asia. It is by means certain that even such 
contacts occurred; certainly there were no 
contacts with the ancient Egyptians, Hebrews, 
or other peoples of Western Asia and the Near 
East. 



  

Smithsonian Institution Statement 
Regarding the Book of Mormon

7.No reputable Egyptologist or other specialist on 
Old World archaeology, and no expert on New 
World prehistory, has discovered or confirmed 
any relationship between archaeological 
remains in Mexico and archaeological remains 
in Egypt. 



  

Smithsonian Institution Statement 
Regarding the Book of Mormon

8.Reports of findings of ancient Egyptian, 
Hebrew, and other Old World writings in the 
New World in pre-Columbian contexts have 
frequently appeared in newspapers, 
magazines, and sensational books. None of 
these claims has stood up to examination by 
reputable scholars. No inscriptions using Old 
World forms of writing have been shown to 
have occurred in any part of the Americas 
before 1492 except for a few Norse rune stones 
which have been found in Greenland.



  

Not True History 

In the fall 1997 issue of Dialogue: A Journal of 
Mormon Thought, LDS author Brigham Madsen 
discussed the difficulty that many Latter-day 
Saints are having with accepting the Book of 
Mormon as an historical document (Reflections on 
LDS Disbelief in the Book of Mormon as History). 
Many who have closely examined the contents of 
the book in light of scholarship have come to 
realize that it cannot possibly be true history.



  

The DNA evidence that 
the peoples of America 
were not descendents 
of Jews, but Asians as 
well as the lack of 
archeological evidence 
has lead to the limited 
Geography Theory. But 
it still does not explain 
lack of archeological 
evidence in that small 
area or how the Moroni, 
the last Nephite, walked 
over 2,500 miles north 
to bury the plates in 
upper New York.



  

Doctrine & Covenants
● The Mormon scripture called the Doctrine and 

Covenants is a series of revelations which 
Joseph Smith and other LDS prophets claimed 
to receive directly from God. 

● The first of these revelations were printed in 
The Book of Commandments in the year 1833.

●  Since that time many of these revelations have 
been radically altered, with words and even 
whole sentences deleted. 



  

Doctrine & Covenants
● In other places later doctrinal innovations were 

written back into earlier revelations to hide the 
glaring contradictions that would otherwise 
result. In this way, events that were previously 
unheard of suddenly become part of the 
historical record as a revelation from God.

● There are at least 65,000 changes between the 
Book of Commandments and Doctrine and 
Covenants.



  

The Perl of Great Price
● The Pearl of Great Price contains the following:

– Selections from the Book of Moses
–  Book of Abraham (with three facsimiles) 
– Joseph Smith—Matthew 
– Joseph Smith—History 
– The Articles of Faith

● The Selections from the Book of Moses and 
Joseph Smith-Matthew are claimed to be divine 
revelations given to Joseph Smith as part of his 
translation of the Bible.



  

The Perl of Great Price
● The Book of Abraham is claimeed to be a  

translation of ancient papyrus scrolls (from 
Egyptian catacombs). This record is said to 
contain the actual writings of Abraham while he 
was in Egypt, which he wrote by his own hand, 
upon the papyrus. The papyrus contained three 
amazing hieroglyphics (pictures) called facsimiles 
1, 2, & 3.

● Joseph Smith-History is Joseph Smith's personal 
account and testimony of his search for truth and 
the First Vision- when he saw God the Father 
and Jesus Christ.



  

The Perl of Great Price
● The Articles of Faith, written by Joseph Smith, 

are a summary of our basic beliefs. Many of 
these beliefs, such as faith in Christ, 
repentance, baptism by immersion, and the 
laying on of hands for the gift of the Holy Ghost 
are found within the other sections of the Pearl 
of Great Price.



  

Book of Abraham (1:12)
● "And it came to pass that the priests laid violence 

upon me, that they might slay me also, as they did 
those virgins upon this altar; and that you may have a 
knowledge of this altar, I will refer you to the 
representation at the commencement of this record." 



  

Book of The Dead
● The standing figure is actually the Egyptian god 

Anubis and the canopic jars beneath the lion-couch 
were used by Egyptians during the embalming 
process to store and protect the mummy's organs. The 
hieroglyphic text to the right of the scene confirms that 
this papyrus is a Book of Breathings text prepared for 
an Egyptian priest named Hor. 



  

Hypocephalus
A hypocephalus is a small disk-shaped object  which 
ancient Egyptians placed under the heads of their 
dead. It was believed to magically protect the 
deceased, cause the head and body to be enveloped 
in light and warmth, making the deceased divine.



  

Presentation to God of the Dead
● Egyptologists identify this scene as the presentation of 

the dead to the Egyptian god of the underworld and 
judge of the dead, Osiris. This is not only common in 
the Book of Breathings, but prevalent in Egyptian 
artwork on temple walls, sarcophaguses, and stele. 



  

Mormons and the Bible

● The Mormon church teaches that the Bible has 
been corrupted and does not contain the 
fullness of the gospel. This is reflected in one of 
their Articles of Faith which states: "We believe 
the Bible to be the word of God as far as it is 
translated correctly" (Pearl of Great Price).

● As proof they point to the many variants in the 
Bible manuscripts. They liken it to the party 
game of telephone where messages go around 
a circle and come out corrupted.   



  

Joseph Smith and the Bible
● Joseph Smith stated: "it was apparent that 

many important points touching the salvation of 
men, had been taken from the Bible, or lost 
before it was compiled" (Teachings of the 
Prophet Joseph Smith, p.10)

● "I believe the Bible as it read when it came from 
the pen of the original writers. Ignorant 
translators, careless transcribers, or designing 
and corrupt priests have committed many 
errors" (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph 
Smith, p. 327). 



  

Book of Mormon on the Bible
● "many of the Gentiles shall say: A Bible! A 

Bible! We have got a Bible, and there cannot be 
any more Bible...Wherefore because that ye 
have a Bible ye need not suppose that it 
contains all my words; neither need ye suppose 
that I have not caused more to be written" (2 
Nephi 29:3,10). 

● “...thou seest that after the book hath gone forth 
through the hands of the great and abominable 
church, that there are many plain and precious 
things taken away from the book, which is the 
book of the Lamb of God.” (1 Nephi 13:26,28). 



  

The Reliability of the Bible
● There is substantial historical evidence which 

demonstrates the reliability of both the Old 
Testament and New Testament texts.

● The Dead Sea Scrolls demonstrate that for over 
one thousand years the Old Testament was 
preserved with a remarkable degree of 
accuracy. 

● We have over 10,000 Old Testament 
manuscripts, some as early as 300 BC.



  

Reliability of the New Testament
● Regarding the New Testament, the degree of 

precision is remarkable. We have over 25,000 
New Testament manuscripts. The earliest New 
Testament manuscripts come from within 30 
years after the last book was written.

● The early Church Fathers cite the New 
Testament over 36,000 times in the first few 
centuries after the writing of the New 
Testament. We could reconstruct the entire 
New Testament, minus about 11 verses, from 
their writings alone. 



  

New Testament Texts
● As William Lane Craig explains, “The oldest of 

these is a scrap of papyrus containing John 
18:31-33, 37-38, dating from A.D. 125-130, no 
more than forty years after John’s Gospel was 
most probably written. More than thirty papyri 
date from the late second through early third 
centuries, including some which contain good 
chunks of entire books and two which cover 
most of the gospels and Acts or the letters of 
Paul. Four very reliable and nearly complete 
NTs date from the fourth and fifth centuries” 
(“The Historical Reliability of the New Testament,” Reasonable 
Faith: Christian Truth and Apologetics, p. 194).



  

Textual Variants
● While it’s true there are variations among the 

manuscripts, the vast majority have to do with 
changes in spelling, grammar, and style, or 
accidental omissions or duplications of words or 
phrases. Only about 400 variants have any 
significant bearing on the meaning of the 
passage, and most of these are noted in the 
footnotes or margins of modern translations and 
editions of Scripture. The only textual variants 
that affect more than a sentence or two are 
John 7:53-8:11 and Mark 16:9-20.



  

Tuning the Tables
● Another important question to consider is the nature of 

“plain and precious truths” that were supposedly 
removed during the transmission of the Bible. It is 
easy to make the claim the Bible was intentionally 
corrupted and major doctrines were removed. 
However, for the Mormon, what evidence is there that 
any “plain and precious truths” were removed?

● There is virtually no textual evidence in any 
manuscript that supports the notion of any major 
doctrine of the Mormon Church. So for the Mormon to 
claim that these “plain and precious truths,” whatever 
they are, were removed from the Bible, he bears the 
burden of proof.
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