
  

Class #1 – Introduction and History of Mormonism



  

Introduction
● The class is 12 sessions

– The first 6 will cover Mormonism
– The last 6 will cover Jehovah Witnesses

● The purpose of this class is...
– to Understand what these groups really believe
– to Understand better what we believe
– to learn how to have a productive peaceful 

conversation with a Mormon or JW
● The class will be recorded and posted at  

      http://cbncray.wordpress.com



  

Errors We Need to Avoid
● Underestimating the intelligence, integrity, or 

character of LDS or JW members
● Being ignorant of the real facts about these 

groups or making up facts
●  Lack of confidence in the Bible as the true 

Word of God
● Lack of prayer for yourself and those you talk 

with about your faith
● Lack of love and true humility 



  

Are Mormons Christian?
● What is a Christian?  (dictionary.com)

– A person who believes in Jesus Christ;  
adherent of Christianity.

– A person who exemplifies in his or her life the 
teachings of Christ.

●  Who do we view as being a Christian?
– A person who believes the essential things 

(Doctrine) about Jesus, the Bible, God, etc.
– A person who lives a lifestyle that is in 

accordance to what the Bible teaches



  

What Mormons Say About Jesus
● Jesus is the Son of God
● Jesus was the Messiah
● He lived a sinless life
● He performed miracles
● Fulfilled OT prophecies
● Died on the Cross
● Rose bobily from the grave
● Assended into Heaven
● Will return bodily to earth to judge 



  

But we have differences
● Identity of Jesus in the “Godhead”
● What Jesus has done
● What is needed for “salvation”
● The nature of God
● The nature of Man
● The nature of Sin
● The nature of the church
● The theology of last things (escatology)



  

Are Mormons Christian?

“Mormonism is Christianity; Christianity is 
Mormonism; they are one and the same, and 
they are not to be distinguished from each other 
in the minutest detail...Mormons are true 
Christians; their worship is the pure, 
unadultrated Christianity authored by Christ and 
accepted by Peter, James, and John and all the 
ancient saints.”

Apostle Bruce McConkie, Mormon Doctrine, 513



  

The Great Apostasy (GP ch16)

Throughout history, evil people have tried to destroy the work 
of God. This happened while the Apostles were still alive and 
supervising the young, growing Church. Some members 
taught ideas from their old pagan or Jewish beliefs instead of 
the simple truths taught by Jesus. Some rebelled openly. In 
addition, there was persecution from outside the Church. 
Church members were tortured and killed for their beliefs. 
One by one, the Apostles were killed or otherwise taken from 
the earth. Because of wickedness and apostasy, the apostolic 
authority and priesthood keys were also taken from the earth. 
The organization that Jesus Christ had established no longer 
existed, and confusion resulted. More and more error crept 
into Church doctrine, and soon the dissolution of the Church 
was complete. The period of time when the true Church no 
longer existed on earth is called the Great Apostasy.



  

Preeminence of Joseph Smith

“Mormonism...must stand or fall on the story of 
Joseph Smith. He was either a prophet of God, 
divinely called, properly appointed and 
commissioned, or he was one the biggest 
frauds this world has ever seen. There is no 
middle ground. If Joseph Smith was a deceiver, 
who willfully attempted to mislead the people, 
then he should be exposed; his claims should 
be refuted, and his doctrines shown to be 
false.”  - Joseph Fielding Smith, sixth prophet of 
the Mormon Church (1901-1918)



  

Joseph Smith boasted that he did more 
than Jesus to keep a church together. 

"God is in the still small voice. In all these affidavits, 
indictments, it is all of the devil--all corruption. Come 
on! ye prosecutors! ye false swearers! All hell, boil 
over! Ye burning mountains, roll down your lava! for I 
will come out on the top at last. I have more to boast of 
than ever any man had. I am the only man that has 
ever been able to keep a whole church together since 
the days of Adam. A large majority of the whole have 
stood by me. Neither Paul, John, Peter, nor Jesus 
ever did it. I boast that no man ever did such a work as 
I. The followers of Jesus ran away from Him; but the 
Latter-day Saints never ran away from me yet . . . " 
(History of the Church, vol. 6, p. 408-409). 



  

The First Vision
"Our entire case as members of The Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints rests on the 
validity of this glorious First Vision. ... Nothing 
on which we base our doctrine, nothing we 
teach, nothing we live by is of greater 
importance than this initial declaration. I submit 
that if Joseph Smith talked with God the Father 
and His Beloved Son, then all else of which he 
spoke is true. This is the hinge on which turns 
the gate that leads to the path of salvation and 
eternal life." - Prophet Gordon B. Hinckley, 
Ensign Mag., Nov. 1998, pp.70-71



  

Joseph Smith's Changing First 
Vision Accounts 

Joseph Smith, the founding prophet of the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, claimed that 
as a 14-year-old boy he had a vision of God the 
Father and Jesus Christ. The official account of 
this first vision found in Mormon Scripture (Pearl of 
Great Price, Joseph Smith — History, 1:14-20) was 
not recorded by Joseph Smith until 1838, 18 years 
after the supposed event. However, for years 
before this, Joseph, and his close associates did 
talk about his early visionary experiences. These 
earlier accounts contain significant variations from 
the official First Vision account. 



  

First Vision Accounts
● 1832 — Earliest known attempt at an ‘official’ 

recounting of the ‘First Vision, from History, 
1832, Joseph Smith Letterbook 1, pp.2,3, in the 
handwriting of Joseph Smith. 

● 1834-35 — Oliver Cowdery, with Joseph 
Smith’s help, published the first history of 
Mormonism in the LDS periodical Messenger 
and Advocate, Kirtland, Ohio, Dec. 1834, vol.1, 
no.3 

● 1835 — Account given by Joseph Smith to 
Joshua the Jewish minister, Joseph Smith 
Diary, Nov. 9, 1835. 



  

First Vision Accounts
● 1835 — Account given by Joseph Smith to 

Erastus Holmes on November 14, 1835, 
originally published in the Deseret News of 
Saturday May 29, 1852. 

● 1838 — This account became the official 
version, now part of Mormon Scripture in the 
Pearl of Great Price, Joseph Smith — History, 
1:7-20. Though written in 1838, it was not 
published until 1842 in Times and Season, 
March 15, 1842, vol. 3, no. 10, pp. 727-728, 
748-749, 753. 



  

First Vision Accounts
● 1844 — Account in An Original History of the 

Religious Denominations at Present Existing in 
the United States, edited by Daniel Rupp. 
Joseph Smith wrote the chapter on Mormonism. 

● 1859 — Interview with Martin Harris, Tiffany’s 
Monthly, 1859, New York: Published by Joel 
Tiffany, vol. v.—12, pp. 163-170.



  

A Changing Story
● Joseph did not relate his story consistently, but 

changed key elements over the years.
● The date / his age — from 1823 (age 16), to 

1821 (age 15), to 1820 (age 14) 
● The reason or motive for seeking divine help — 

from no motive (a spirit appears with the news 
of gold plates), Bible reading and conviction of 
sins, a revival, a desire to know if God exists. 

● Who appears to him — a spirit, an angel, two 
angels, Jesus, many angels, the Father and the 
Son. 



  

Signs of a True Prophet of God
● #1 - Predictions verified true 100% of the time
● #2 - A true prophet's words will be in absolute 

harmony with the words of the prophets that 
have preceded him (The Bible).

● #3 - The claims a prophet makes about himself 
will be factual 

● #4 - A true prophet can be recognized by his 
work and lifestyle



  

Signs of a True Prophet of God
● #1 - Predictions verified true 100% of the time

– You may say to yourselves, “How can we know 
when a message has not been spoken by the 
LORD?”  If what a prophet proclaims in the 
name of the LORD does not take place or 
come true, that is a message the LORD has 
not spoken. That prophet has spoken 
presumptuously, so do not be alarmed. 
(Deuteronomy 18:21-22)

– But a prophet who presumes to speak in my 
name anything I have not commanded, or a 
prophet who speaks in the name of other 
gods, is to be put to death.”  (Deut. 18:20)  



  

False Prophecies of Joseph Smith

#1 Temple to be Built in Zion, Missouri
●  This prophecy comes directly from Doctrine & 

Covenants Section 84.
● It predicted the building of a temple in Missouri 

within that generation.
● The Mormons were forced to flee Missouri due 

to persecution and a temple was never built on 
the "temple lot" in the lifetime of Joseph Smith 
or within the generation of his contemporaries.



  

False Prophecies of Joseph Smith

#2 - The Coming of the Lord
● President Smith then stated that the meeting had been 

called, because God had commanded it; and it was 
made known to him by vision and by the Holy Spirit. . . 
. it was the will of God that they should be ordained to 
the ministry and go forth to prune the vineyard for the 
last time, for the coming of the Lord, which was nigh 
— even fifty six years should wind up the scene. 
(History of the Church, Vol. 2, page 182).

● This prophecy was spoken by Joseph Smith in 1835, 
and recorded by Oliver Cowdery. The fifty-six years 
were passed by 1891. 



  

False Prophecies of Joseph Smith

#3 The United States Government to be 
overthrown in a few years

● I prophecy in the name of the Lord God of Israel, unless the 
United States redress the wrongs committed upon the Saints in 
the state of Missouri and punish the crimes committed by her 
officers that in a few years the government will be utterly 
overthrown and wasted, and there will not be so much as a 
potsherd left for their wickedness in permitting the murder of 
men, women and children, and the wholesale plunder and 
extermination of thousands of her citizens to go unpunished 
(History of the Church, Vol. 5, page 394).

● Joseph Smith made this prophecy in May 6, 1843. However, 
the United States Government did not redress any of the 
wrongs committed against the Mormons in Missouri, and now 
over 168 years later, the U.S. Government still stands.



  

False Prophecies of Joseph Smith

#4 Congress to be broken up as a government
● While discussing the petition to Congress, I 

prophesied, by virtue of the holy Priesthood vested in 
me, and in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, that, if 
Congress will not hear our petition and grant us 
protection, they shall be broken up as a government, 
and God shall damn them, and there shall be nothing 
left of them — not even a grease spot. (Millennial Star, 
Vol. 22, p. 455. See also History of the Church (HC), 
vol. 6, p. 116, though when this prediction was 
incorporated into the official history, Mormon Church 
leaders decided to leave out the "grease spot" part.)



  

False Prophecies of Joseph Smith
● The petition was not heard nor was protection granted (Deseret 

News, Vol. 1, p. 59). Yet, Congress was never broken up and 
continues to function to this day. It is interesting that the 
compilers of History of the Church, added an editorial note in an 
attempt to soften or explain this prophecy. They state that: "This 
prediction doubtless has reference to the party in power; to the 
‘government’ considered as the administration;" (note, p. 116). 
According to the note in HC, this means the Democratic Party, 
which was in control at the time. However, the prediction is that 
"Congress shall be broken up as a government" and Congress 
is made up of representatives from both parties. The Saints 
were making an appeal to the General Government, not to the 
Democratic Party, a point made by a summary statement in the 
left margin beside this prophecy as it is recorded in HC.



  

Signs of a True Prophet of God
● #2 - A true prophet's words will be in absolute 

harmony with the words of the prophets that 
have preceded him (The Bible). 

– Consult God’s instruction and the testimony of 
warning. If anyone does not speak according 
to this word, they have no light of dawn.  
(Isaiah 8:20)

– God is not human, that he should lie, not a 
human being, that he should change his mind. 
Does he speak and then not act? Does he 
promise and not fulfill?  (Numbers 23:19)



  

Signs of a True Prophet of God
● #3 - The claims a prophet makes about himself 

will be factual 
– Truthful lips endure forever, but a lying tongue 

lasts only a moment. (Proverbs 12:19)
– You love evil rather than good, falsehood rather 

than speaking the truth. (Psalm 52:3)
– Therefore each of you must put off falsehood 

and speak truthfully to your neighbor, for we 
are all members of one body. (Eph. 4:25)



  

Signs of a True Prophet of God
● #4 - A true prophet can be recognized by his 

work and lifestyle 
– "By their fruit you will recognize them. Do 

people pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs 
from thistles? Likewise every good tree bears 
good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. A 
good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad 
tree cannot bear good fruit. Every tree that 
does not bear good fruit is cut down and 
thrown into the fire. Thus, by their fruit you will 
recognize them." (Matt. 7:16-20)



  

Early Mormon History
● 1805 – Joseph Smith, Jr., the founder of the 

organization now called The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints (also referred to as 
the Mormon Church), was born on December 
23rd in Sharon, Vermont, the fifth child of Lucy 
Mack and Joseph Smith, Sr.

● 1811 – The Smith family moved to Lebanon, 
New Hampshire.

● 1813 – Joseph Smith contracted typhus fever. 
Infection settled in leg, which required surgery. 
Left him with a slight limp the rest of his life.



  

Early Mormon History
● 1816 – The Smiths moved to the Palmyra, New 

York area (40 miles east of Rochester, NY)
● 1820 – (Spring) Years after the event, Joseph 

claimed that after attending a revival in the area 
he had a vision of the Father and Son. He was 
told not to join any church as they were all 
wrong, their creeds were an abomination to 
God and the professors of those creeds were 
all corrupt (Pearl of Great Price, Joseph Smith
—History 1:19). However, there is no evidence 
of a revival that year, and Smith didn't record 
the vision until years later.



  

Early Mormon History
● 1822 – Joseph Smith found a seer stone while 

digging a well for a neighbor. He used this 
stone for a number of years to search for buried 
treasure. Later he would use it to translate the 
Book of Mormon, and to receive his early 
revelations. According to David Whitmer, 
Smith's revelations up to June 1829 came 
through his stone. (An Address to all Believers 
in Christ, p. 53)



  

Early Mormon History
● 1823 – (Sept 23) The Angel Moroni allegedly 

visited Joseph in his bedroom three times, 
announcing that Smith was called to translate 
the ancient record of God's dealings with the 
former inhabitants of the Americas. This record 
was hidden in a hill a few miles from Smith's 
home, now referred to as the Hill Cumorah. 
Smith was to meet with the angel on the same 
date each year until God deemed him ready to 
translate.



  

Early Mormon History
● 1823 – (Nov 19) Joseph Smith's brother Alvin 

died due to a bowel obstruction. Minister at 
funeral implied Alvin went to hell as he was not 
a baptized Christian.

● 1824 – Starting in the Fall there was a revival in 
the neighborhood involving the Methodists, 
Presbyterians and Baptists. This continued into 
Spring 1825. Joseph's mother, sister and two 
brothers joined the Presbyterians. (Rise of 
Mormonism, pp. 13-32)



  

Early Mormon History
● 1825 – (Oct-Nov) Josiah Stowell hired Joseph 

and his father to help him search for buried 
treasure near Harmony, PA. Joseph boarded 
with Isaac Hale, where he met his future bride, 
Emma Hale.

● 1826 – (March 20) Joseph Smith was brought 
before Judge Albert Neeley on charges of 
money digging, using a "peep stone" to locate 
buried treasures for hire. Court records of 
Chenango County, State of New York, People 
vs Joseph Smith, "The Glass Looker." 
(Mormonism—Shadow or Reality?, pp. 32-35)



  

Early Mormon History
● 1827 – (Jan) Joseph eloped with Emma Hale. 

Her father opposed the wedding on grounds 
that Smith had no visible means of support and 
his involvement with magic and treasure 
hunting. Mr. Stowell helped Joseph and Emma 
move back to Manchester, NY.

● 1827 – (Sept 22) Joseph went to the hill and 
received from the Angel Moroni the gold plates. 
Written in "Reformed Egyptian," it claimed to be the history of 
migrations from the old world to the new. One group came at 
the time of the Tower of Babel, the others about 600 BC. The 
descendants of these people became the American Indian.



  

Early Mormon History
● 1827 – (Nov-Dec) Joseph and Emma moved 

back to her father's farm in Harmony, PA. They 
took the plates with them, hid in a barrel of 
beans. Started to translate.

● 1828 – (Feb) Martin Harris, who would later act 
as a scribe for Smith, took a document 
containing some of the characters copied from 
the plates to Samuel L. Mitchell and Charles 
Anthon to see if they were authentic. Prof. 
Anthon told him they were not authentic.



  

Early Mormon History
● 1828 – (April) Harris remained convinced that 

Smith was telling the truth and became his 
scribe.

● 1828 – (June) Harris took 116 pages of 
manuscript back to Palmyra to convince his 
wife the translation was true. Lucy Harris either 
destroyed the pages or hid them.

● 1828 – (June 15) Smith's first child died shortly 
after birth, leaving Emma near death. Sometime 
after this, Joseph traveled to his parents' home 
to retrieve the manuscript from Harris, only to 
learn that Harris had lost it.



  

Early Mormon History
● 1828 – (Spring/Summer) Joseph Smith signed 

up for the Methodist Church membership class. 
● 1828 – (Fall) Smith returned to his translation, 

using his brother Samuel, wife Emma, and her 
brother Reuben as scribes.

● 1829 – (April) Oliver Cowdery took over as 
scribe.



  

Early Mormon History
● 1829 – (May 15) John the Baptist allegedly 

appeared and bestowed the Aaronic Priesthood 
on Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery as part of 
the restoration of God's Church on earth — 
authority that Smith claimed had been lost 
shortly after Jesus died. Smith later claimed 
that sometime after receiving the Aaronic 
Priesthood, Peter, James and John bestowed 
upon Joseph and Oliver the Melchizedek 
Priesthood.



  

Early Mormon History
● 1829 – (June) Secured copyright for Book of 

Mormon. Moved to Fayette, NY to complete his 
translation.

● 1830 – (early in the year) In order to raise funds 
for the printing of the Book of Mormon, Joseph 
gave a revelation for several men to travel to 
Canada to sell the copyright. The revelation 
failed and was not included in his 1833 printing 
of his revelations. (The Joseph Smith Papers: 
Revelations and Translation, LDS Church 
Historian's Press, pp. 32-33; Mormonism—
Shadow or Reality?, p. 186)



  

Early Mormon History
● 1830 – (March) 5,000 copies of Book of 

Mormon were printed by the Grandin Print Shop 
in Palmyra, NY. Martin Harris pledged his farm 
to cover the printing costs. In April of 1831 one 
hundred and fifty-one acres of Harris' farm were 
auctioned off to pay the bill.

● 1830 – (April 6) The Church of Christ was 
organized in New York with a handful of people, 
as God's one true church on earth. [D&C 1:30] 
Smith's church would change its name two 
more times.
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