
The Authority, Inspiration and Accuracy of the Bible

The Importance of the Bible

No other book has exerted such a widespread influence upon the art, literature, music, and films of the 
Western world than the Bible. Until recent decades, it would be impossible to understand the culture of 
the Western nations without understanding the impact of the Christian Scriptures.

Professor William Phelps of Yale observed: “Our civilization is founded upon the Bible. More of our 
ideas, our wisdom, our philosophy, our literature, our art, our ideals come from the Bible than from all 
other books combined.” 

President Theodore Roosevelt declared: “Every thinking man, when he thinks, realizes that the teachings 
of the Bible is so interwoven with our whole civic and social life that it would be literally impossible for 
us to figure what life would be like if those teachings were removed. We would lose almost all the 
standards by which we now judge both public and private morals; all the standards to which we, with 
more or less resolution, strive to raise ourselves.” 

Educationalist Noah Webster declared: “The Bible is the chief moral cause of all that is good, and the 
best corrective of all that is evil, in human society; the best Book for regulating the temporal concerns of 
men, and the only Book that can serve as an infallible guide…the principles of genuine liberty, and of 
wise laws and administrations, are to be drawn from the Bible and sustained by it’s authority. The man 
therefore who weakens, or destroys, the Divine authority of that Book may be accessory to all the public 
disorders that society is doomed to suffer…”

However, more than all of this, the Bible is the handbook of Christianity. If we want to know what 
Christians believe, and if Christians want to know who they should live, it is to the Bible that we must 
turn. In every area of life it is assumed that a manual must be free from error if it is to be useful. In 
addition, unless it is for specialists only, it must be straightforward to understand. Does the Bible meet 
these criteria? 
 
The first thing that is essential when anyone begins to read the Bible is to know what it claims for itself. 
From this point each must then decide whether or not we will trust and obey it as God's word, but we 
must be in no doubt what the Bible says about itself. 

God's General Revelation to Everyone

There is a general revelation, sometimes called 'natural revelation' which is there for everyone hot to see 
and enjoy. This type of revelation comes to us in at least 3 ways.

Revelation in nature
• Psalm 19:1-4 
• Psalm 8:3-4
• Isaiah 40:12-14
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• Acts 14:15-17
• Roman 1:19-21

Revelation in the Mind
• Ecclesiastes 3:11
• Romans 2:14-15
• 1 Timothy 4:2

Revelation in Providence and History
• Exodus 6:7
• Acts 17:26-27
• Acts 14:17
• Galatians 4:4

God's Special Revelation

Although general revelation is enough for man to know that God exists and much of God's nature and 
character, it is not enough to understand the full plan of God. That requires special insight.

Appearances, Dreams and Miracles
• Theophany – (Genesis 16:7-13; Genesis 18:10; Joshua 5:13-15)
• Dreams – (Genesis 28:12-13; Genesis 41:1; Acts 10:10-11)
• Miracles – (Exodus 10:2; John 2:11   

Christ as the Word
• John 1:1
• Luke 9:35
• John 14:9
• Hebrew 1:2-3

Scripture as the Word
• Hebrew 4:12
• 2 Timothy 3:16
• 2 Peter 1:20
• Acts 8:35

The Bible is not just another way in which he gets his message across, nor is it merely the means by 
which we are learn of salvation. The Bible is part of God's way of salvation itself. It is not merely a 
witness to God's revelation, it is God's revelation. It is God breaking through the barrier of sin and 
revealing himself and his salvation in the simplest and most sufficient way possible

The Bible does not contain God's word, it is God's work. Nor does the Bible become God's word when 
is speaks to us. It is always God's word, weather we acknowledge it or not. And it is the power unto 
salvation (Romans 1:16).
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The Master Plan – Many Books, One Story

The Bible was written by about 40 different writers over a period of around 1,600 years. Yet, the Bible 
has one big story running through it, from beginning to end. Never does on part contradict another and 
never does it leave us with the idea that we are only reading a book of ancient history. It never turns 
aside from the unfolding plan that runs through it.

Look For the Promise

The word 'covenant' is often used in the Bible. The word occurs 25 times in Genesis and 19 in Hebrews. 
For thousands of years people have been making covenants or promises to each other. But right at the 
beginning God made a covenant with the human race that was restated and clarified in several places. 
His covenant is one sided, wholly dependent on God. His great promise does not depend on man's 
signature at all. And this promise is centered in Jesus the Christ. 

The Promise in the Garden (Genesis 3:15; Numbers 21:4-9; Colossians 2:15)
The Promise Confirmed in Noah's Day (Genesis 9:12-13; Romans 8:21-22; 2 Peter 3:13)
The Promise to Abraham and His Children (Genesis 12:2-3, 7; Galatians 3:16; Colossians 2:12)
The Promise to Moses (Exodus 2:24; 12:13; Hebrews 10:11; John 1:29; Galatians 3:15-25)
The Promise Spoken through Balaam (Numbers 24:17)
The Promise confirmed by the Psalms and Prophets (Psalm 22: Isaiah 53:3; Jeremiah 23:5-6)

Look For the People

Another way to trace the story is to look at the story of the people in the Bible. It also will lead to Jesus, 
For the story of the people is the story of the promise which is fulfilled in Jesus.

Genesis 4:25-26 – Seth has a son
Genesis 5 – From Adam to Noah
Genesis 11:10; 17 – Through Shem to Abram
Genesis 25:23 – Jacob continues the line 
Genesis 49:10-11 – Judah
Exodus 1:8-22 – The people survive Pharaoh
Ruth 4:18-22 – Through Ruth and Boaz
David and Solomon 
Erza 1:5; 3:2 –  Zerubbabel and return from Exile (Matthew 1:12; Luke 3:27)
Ester – Another genocide overcome
Matthew 1:13:16 – From the end of Old Testament to Christ Jesus

The Harmony of the Old and New Testament

The New Testament writers never doubted the unity of the Old Testament with the coming of Jesus and 
fulfillment of the promise (Matthew 5:17)

Galatians 3:24
1 Peter 1:12
Acts 17:11
Luke 24:27, 44-45
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The Remarkable Fact of Prophecy

Four Areas of Bible Prophecy
1. Those fulfilled in the Old Testament
2. Those fulfilled in the birth, life, and death of Jesus
3. Those fulfilled during the church age
4. Those with future fulfillment in the end times

Prophecy Fulfilled Within the Old Testament

One of the ways the Old Testament prophets mocked the false prophets was to challenge them to predict 
the future. Look at Isaiah 41:21-24 for an example. From this statement, what are some of the 
characteristics you would find in a true prophet and prophecy?

• The prophecy of Nahum – Nahum 3:8-11
• Isaiah and Cyrus of Persia – Isaiah 44:28; 45:1-5; 45:13
• Daniel tells of coming Kingdoms – Daniel 8:19-22
• Ezekiel's Bold Prediction – Ezekiel 30:13

Prophecy Fulfilled in the life of Christ

The big story of the Bible is all about Jesus Christ. So it should not surprise you that there are around 
300 prophecies in the Old Testament concerning Jesus Christ. Of those, at least 29 were fulfilled in the 
final 24 hours of his life. Many of these were accepted by the Jews as Messianic prophecies. To get a 
feel for the probabilities involved, consider this.  Peter Stoner of Westmont College had 600 students 
calculate the odds of any one person fulfilling only eight of the Messianic prophecies. The odds turned 
out to be 1 out of 1017 (a one followed by 17 zeros).  This is equivalent to covering the entire state of 
Texas with silver dollars two feet deep, marking one of them, mixing them all up and having a blind-
folded person select the marked one at random the first time. Consider just the following 8 prophecies 
fulfilled in the last 24 hours of his life. 

Old Testament
Reference

Prophecy New Testament
Reference

Zech. 13:7 He would be deserted by his disciples Mark 14:50

Ps. 35:11 He would be falsely accused Matt. 26:60

Isa. 50:6 He would be brutally beaten Matt. 26:67

Isa. 53:7 He would not retaliate Matt. 27:14

Isa. 53:12 He would be executed with criminals Matt. 27:38
Luke 23:32

Ps. 22:16
Zach. 12:10

His hands and feet would be pierced John 19:34

Ps. 34:20 Yet his hones would not be broken John 19:33

Ps. 22:18 They would gamble for his clothes John 19:23-24
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Lewis Lapides, a Jewish scholar, read Isaiah 53 in an English Bible and was convinced that it had to be 
talking about Jesus. But he felt it had to be a forgery put in by Christians after the fact. So he compared 
it to the Hebrew scriptures and found them to be the same. After realizing the odds against one man at 
random fulfilling just the prophecies in that one chapter, he became a Christian and founded a network 
or 15 messianic congregations. Lets look at that chapter and a few more for good measure.

Isaiah 53 – 700 years before Christ
Micah 5 – 700 years before Christ
Zechariah 9:9 – 400 years before Christ
Psalm 22 – 900 years before Christ

Other Prophecies

Below is a table which lists more things which are true of Messiah.  Read the Old Testament verses 
in their contexts and compare them with the New Testament descriptions of how Jesus fulfilled each 
and every one of them. 

The Messiah must... Prophecy Fulfillment by Jesus

Be born in Bethlehem Micah 5:2 Matthew 2:1; Luke 2:4-7

Be adored by great persons Psalms 72:10-11 Matthew 2:1-11

Be annointed with the Spirit of God Isaiah 11:2, 61:1 Matthew 3:16; John 3:34; Acts 10:38

Be hated without cause Isaiah 49:7; 
Psalms 69:4

John 15:24-25

Be undesired and rejected by His own 
people 

Isaiah 53:2, 63:3; 
Psalms 69:8

Mark 6:3; Luke 9:58; John 1:11, 

Be plotted against by Jews and 
Gentiles together 

Psalms 2:1-2 Acts 4:27

Be betrayed by a friend Psalms 41:9, 
55:12-24

Matthew 26:21-25, 47-50; John 13:18-
21; Acts 1:16-18

Be betrayed for 30 pieces of silver Zechariah 11:12 Matthew 26:16

Have his price given for a potter’s 
field 

Zechariah 11:13 Matthew 27:7

Be forsaken by His disciples Zechariah 13:7 Matthew 26:31, 56

Be struck on the cheek Micah 5:1 Matthew 27:30

Be spat on Isaiah 50:6 Matthew 26:67, 27:30

Be mocked Psalms 22:7-8 Matthew 27:31, 39-44

Be beaten Isaiah 50:6 Matthew 26:67, 27:26, 30

Be thirsty during His execution Psalms 22:15 John 19:28

Be given vinegar to quench that thirst Psalms 69:21 Matthew 27:34
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Be considered a transgressor Isaiah 53:12 Matthew 27:38

Be buried with the rich when dead Isaiah 53:9 Matthew 27:57-60

Be sought after by Gentiles as well as 
Jews 

Isaiah 11:10, 42:1 Acts 10:45

Be accepted by the Gentiles Isaiah 11:10, 
42:1-4, 49:1-12

Matthew 12:21; Acts 10:45; Romans 
15:9-12

Does the Bible Claim a Special and Final Authority?

Some critics of the Bible say that the Bible never considered itself as having special and final authority, 
but that some have pressed this claim upon it as the centuries passed. One recent book, "The Da Vinci 
Code", argued that the original church did not hold to such a position or belief that Jesus was divine. It 
was all something added at Council of Nicea in 325 AD.

To answer this we must discover what the writers of the Old and New Testament thought about their 
own writings. Did they believe their words carried divine authority or not? We will see that the writers 
of the Old Testament, our Lord himself, and the apostles all believed quite firmly that they spoke with 
the authority of God.

The Claims of the Old Testament

The Prophets' claim to divine authority

Nearly 4,000 times in the Old Testament (500 in the first 4 books) we read expressions such as "The 
LORD commanded", "The LORD said", "The LORD spoke". None of the prophets spoke on his own 
authority.

• Micah 3:8
• Zechariah 7:12 
• 2 Samuel 23:2-3

Their Expression of Receiving the Message from God

The prophets never thought of their message as originating in their own minds or with their own ideas. 
In fact their charge against the false prophets was precisely that they the latter were men who prophesied 
"out of their own imagination." (Ezekiel 13:2). On the contrary, the true prophets knew that their works 
were given directly by God.

• Jeremiah 1:9
• Isaiah 51:16; 59:21
• Deuteronomy 18:18
• Ezekiel 3:4
• Isaiah 2:1 
• Revelation 1:19

Their Responsibility to Speak Only the Words of God
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Standing in their special relationship with God, the prophets could not speak beyond the words God 
gave them.

• Amos 3:7-8
• Numbers 24:13
• Isaiah 1:10
• Deuteronomy 4:2
• Proverbs 30:6

The Authority of the Words

The words of the Old Testament were all considered to have God-given authority. 
• Psalm 119:160
• Proverbs 30:5-6
• Exodus 19:7-8

The Claims of the New Testament

The two most important verses in the New Testament talking about the authority of scripture refer in 
their immediate context to the Old Testament. So the New Testament validates the Old Testament. But it 
also claims authority for itself.

• 2 Timothy 3:16
• 2 Peter 1:21

The Claims of the Writers to Divine Authority
• 1 Corinthians 2:13
• 2 Peter 3:2
• 1 Peter 1:11-12
• 1 Thessalonians 2:13

How their Letters were to be Received
• Colossians 4:16
• 1 Thessalonians 5:27
• Revelation 1:3

The Words of Christ Equal with the Old Testament
1 Timothy 5:18
"The Scripture Says…"  (first from Deuteronomy 25:4, second from Luke 10:7)
1 Corinthians 9:9,14 

The Writings of the Apostles as Scripture

2 Peter 3:16 –

2 Timothy 3:16 –
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The Authority Christ Gave to His Disciples

Matthew 16:18-19 –

John 14:26 –

John 16:13 –

The Authority of Christ Himself

John 17:8 –

Luke 9:35 –

Matthew 5:18 –

Matthew 24:35 –

Does the Bible Show Itself as Authentic and Reliable?

Even after proving that the Bible claims to be the authoritative Word of God, some critics argue that the 
Bible is not a reliable source of such claims. The literary critic C.S. Lewis wrote, "The first qualification 
for judging any piece of workmanship, from a corkscrew to a cathedral, is to know what it is – what it 
was intended to do and how it is meant to be used." There are many aspects of the Bible that distinguish 
it as an authentic record. It presents itself to be taken as it appears and it is not a fake. It is a genuine 
book that marks itself out as authentic.

Authentic Genealogies

The Bible claims to be stating history as it is. The whole Bible record, written over a period of 1,600 
years, from the time of Moses to the end of the New Testament, assumes that the entire book of Genesis 
is a record of what really took place. Genesis lays the foundation for something that is very significant to 
the history of Israel, and that is the importance of genealogies. They were a vital part of every man's 
credentials.

When Israel returned from exile in 458 BC, the genealogies were used to establish families in their 
property and to exclude those who could not prove their connection to the Old Testament record (Ezra 
2:59, 62). The genealogies, from the first ones in Genesis, were expected to be accurate. The whole book 
of Genesis is in fact a detailed genealogy of the early history of the nation of Israel and it mattered that it 
could be relied on.

Authentic Records
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One of the remarkable facts about the history recorded in the Bible is its sheer, often brutal, honesty in 
describing its heroes. In those days, negative history was simply not recorded. If something was not 
recorded, it was considered not to have happened. Ancient chroniclers therefore never recorded defeats 
of their own armies.

But the Bible records the downfalls of its great leaders, from the patriarchs to Moses to David, to the 
whole line of the kings. We have similar honesty in the portrayal of New Testament characters, from the 
denial of Peter to the doubt of Thomas, to the betrayal of Judas. Even the fact that it says women, whose 
testimony was not accepted in court, were the first eye witnesses of the empty tomb. Nothing is hidden.

Authentic Incidents

A third line of evidence that the Bible is an authentic record is the inclusion of some facts that seem to 
be either out of place or have no apparent relevance, yet are clearly the record of an eyewitness who 
simply told it like it was.

Phillip introducing Jesus to Nathanael – John 1:45

1 – Why mention Nazareth and not Bethlehem

2 – Why say he was the son of Joseph if it was written after the fast (see Luke 3:23)

Jesus writing in the dirt – John 8:6

Why did the writer put that in? Why invent it? Why is it there? Simple answer – because it happened 
and this is an eyewitness account.

How Peter Got Into the Courtyard During the Trial – John 18:15-16

John was the other disciple and thus knows these details. They are events that happened but are not 
really that important to the story and would not be something a person two hundred years after this 
would have made up.

Authentic Silence

It is not simply what the Bible does say that marks it as authentic. It is also what it does not say. 

What is Inspiration?

in·spi·ra·tion  (ĭn'spə-rā'shən)  
1. Stimulation of the mind or emotions to a high level of feeling or activity or the 

condition of being so stimulated.
2. An agency, such as a person or work of art, that moves the intellect or emotions or 

prompts action or invention.
3. Something, such as a sudden creative act or idea, that is inspired.
4. The quality of inspiring or exalting: a painting full of inspiration.
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5. Divine guidance or influence exerted directly on the mind and soul of humankind.
6. The act of drawing in, especially the inhalation of air into the lungs.

The American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language, Fourth Edition

Many things can inspire us, but for this study we are interested in what was God's method 
of inspiration when it came to the writers of the Bible. We will give a definition of 
inspiration later in this class. But for now let us look at two errors to be avoided.

Error #1 – General Inspiration: This is the most widely held view by critics of the Bible. 
Admitting that the Bible is a special book with a unique message, they claim that the 
writers were merely prompted by God or the higher faculties of man to have a deeper 
spiritual understanding than most. Many of the ideas were good, but we must not say that 
their words were infallible. They were just men and we need to bring our own reason and 
common sense to the Bible to remove the errors. Such a view wholly ignores the Bible's 
claim for itself and the proofs of its authenticity such as the consistency of the work and 
the role of prophecy.

Error #2 – Mechanical Inspiration: This view makes the human writers mere dictating 
machines. They were not thinking, but simply wrote down letters and words as God 
dictated them. This view ignores the fact that the various writers in the Bible reveal their 
own character, style and culture, to such a degree that times we can recognize the writer 
reading just with a few words just as we would reading a letter from a close friend. Of 
course some parts of the Bible, like the 10 commandments and the words of God that 
were recorded, did come directly from God and were written down as spoken. 
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What is meant by 'Inspiration'?

In all the Bible, the phrase 'God-breathed' is found only in 2 Timothy 3:16. It is just one 
word in the Greek and is often translated by 'inspired'. Usually this is explained as the 
divine 'inbreathing' into a man by God's Holy Spirit, with the result that man speaks, or 
writes, with a quality, insight, accuracy and authority that are possible in no other form of 
human speaking or writing. But that may not be correct. This sense of the word was not 
used of the Bible until the sixteenth century when 'inspire' came into our English 
language from the Latin via the Norman French.

Benjamin B. Warfield did an extensive study of the Greek word as used in literature of 
the period and afterwards and comes to a different conclusion. He showed that it is 
always used in a passive sense, something that is breather out, and never in and active 
sense, breathing into something else. Thus the word dodoes not mean 'breathed into by 
God' but more exactly 'breathed out by God.' It refers to the source of the words of the 
Bible and not the means by which the writers put those words down on paper. 

How much of the Bible is Inspired?

If 'inspired' really means 'God-breathed', then the claim of the Bible is that all Scripture, 
being God-breathed, is accurate, without error and can therefore be trusted completely. In 
all of our discussion of inspiration and inerrancy, there are a few points that we should 
remember.

1. When we talk about inspiration we are referring to the original writer of Scripture 
and the original 'autographs' that they penned. Since we do not have any of these 
but only copies, we understand that some errors of transmission did occur. But we 
shall see in another class session that nothing of importance is affected by these 
small errors. And certainly no doctrine of teaching is in dispute because of them.

2. While the whole of scripture is God's word in the sense that it is a part of his 
revelation, not all of the words in the Bible are the words of God. It accurately 
records words spoken by men and women, and even the Devil himself. We see a 
lie spoken in 1 Kings 13:18.

3. We must allow that at times we have the record of the personal views of the writer, 
and that may not be in harmony with the truth. Job and David at times speak from 
their pain and say things that are not true, only what they felt at the moment. 

4. It is evident that some writers used available documents from carefully stored 
archives. The genealogies recorded by Moses and Nehemiah existed long before 
they wrote them down. 

5. We should be aware that at times different words may be used in recounting what 
appears to be the same incident. For example, see Matthew 3:11 and John 1:27.
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Plenary and verbal inspiration

'Plenary' comes from the Latin plenus, which means 'full', and refers to the fact that the 
whole of Scripture in every part is God-given. 'Verbal' comes form the Latin verbum, 
which means 'word' and emphasizes that even the words of the Scripture are God-given. 
By definition, the term 'plenary and verbal inspiration' means that the Bible is God-given 
(and therefore without error) in every part (doctrine, history, geography, dates, name) and 
in every single word.

Why is Inerrancy Important?

Some what to limit the meaning of plenary and verbal and say that there are errors in the 
Bible but the essential meaning is what matters and not the details of what was said. We 
need to discover what the Bible intended to say and forget the mistakes we find. They 
claim that those who believe in biblical inerrancy are spending too much time in 
theological quibbling and not enough in living out the meaning of the Bible. But here is 
why it matters.

1. Inerrancy Governs our Attitude to the Truth of the Gospel

2. Inerrancy Governs our Attitude to the Value of Christ

3. Inerrancy Governs our Response to the Conclusions of Science

4. Inerrancy Governs our Attitude to the Interpretation of Scripture

5. Inerrancy Governs our Attitude to the Preaching of Scripture

6. Inerrancy Protects the Character of God
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Does the Bible Claim to be God-Breathed and Without Error

The view of the Old Testament Writers

Deuteronomy 18:18

Jeremiah 1:9

Isaiah 5:1-2 vs. 3-6

2 Samuel 22:31

Proverbs 30:5

The New Testament Agrees with the Old

Acts 4:25

Acts 28:25

Romans 9:17

Galatians 3:8

Hebrews 1

Our Lord Believed in Verbal Inspiration

John 10:34 (quoting Psalm 82:6)

Matthew 22:32

Matthew 22:43-44 (quoting Psalm 110:1)

Paul Believed in Verbal Inspiration

Galatians 3:16

Galatians 3:29
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Romans 3:2

The Method of Inspiration

The Scripture Came though Men

Galatians 1:11-24

Isaiah 49:1-2, 5

Jeremiah 1:5

2 Peter 1:20-21

The Scriptures Did Not Come by the Prophets' Own Interpretation

Jeremiah 15:16

Ezekiel 2:8-3:4

Revelation 10:8-11

1 Peter 1:10-12

Ezekiel 13:2

The Scripture came by men 'moved' by the Holy Spirit

2 Peter 1:21

1 Corinthians 2:13

2 Timothy 3:16

2 Peter 1:20-21
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A Definition of Inspiration

The Holy Spirit moved men to write. He allowed them to use their own style, culture, 
gifts and character, to use the results of their own study and research, to write of their 
own experiences and to express what was in their mind. At the same time, the Holy Spirit 
did not allow error to influence their writings; he overruled in the expression of thought 
and in the choice of words. Thus they recorded accurately all that God wanted them to 
say and exactly how he wanted them to say it, in their own character, style and language. 
The inspiration of Scripture is a harmony of the active mind of the writer and the 
sovereign direction of the Holy Spirit to produce God's inerrant and infallible work for 
the human race.

Self-Authentication – The Witness of the Bible to Itself

To say that the Bible is the Word of God and without error because the Bible claims it is, 
is seen by many as an argument in circles. It is like saying that a prisoner must be 
innocent because he says he is.

In John 5:31-32 Jesus agreed with the principle that self-witness is not sufficient. But he 
states that he is not alone in his witness. In John 8:13 the Pharisees claim that Jesus' 
words are not valid because he is testifying about himself. Again Jesus talks about 
another who witnesses about him (vs. 14-18). Who is that witness?

There must be a Final Court of Appeal

Hebrews 6:13

There can be no higher authority than God to witness to its truth.

We should test Authority by its Results

John 10:37-38

Deuteronomy 18:21-22

The accuracy of the Bible in its facts helps to demonstrate its own claim to be a God-
given book.
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The Book that speaks for itself

During his lifetime our Lord witnessed to the inspiration of the Old Testament and the 
Holy Spirit witnesses in the mind of the Christian. So often young Christians accept the 
authority of God's word without being told they must do so. It was through the Bible that 
they become Christians in the first place and the same book speaks with a living power to 
their minds and hears each day. Of course, this does not prove that the Bible is true in 
every part, but this ring of truth is not insignificant. The church leaders in the first few 
centuries were confronted with a vast among of literature claiming to be inspired. One 
was they had of shifting out the false books was the authentic authority that was 
conveyed by Scripture. The Bible is a book that speaks for itself.

Sufficient and Final (Is the Bible Enough?)

Westminster Confession of Faith (1637), Chapter 1, section 6 says of scripture:

The whole counsel of God concerning all things necessary for His own glory, 
man's salvation, faith and life, is either expressly set down in Scripture, or by good 
and necessary consequence may be deduced from Scripture: unto which nothing at 
any time is to be added, whether by new revelations of the Spirit, or traditions of 
men. (2 Timothy 3:15-17; Galatians 1:8-9; 2 Thessalonians 2:2). 

This statement, in 17th century language, means that in our Bible we have God's word 
covering every area of what we believe about God and salvation and how we should live 
– either by direct statements or by principles – and that it should not be added to by any 
other authority, whether it claims to come from God or from men.

So far in our class, we have shown that the Bible should be accepted as God's word, 
which therefore carries God's authority, and that it is completely reliable in all its 
statements, whether they involve doctrine, history, geography or practical Christian 
living. The question we must now answer is this: 'Is the Bible sufficient? Is it all we that 
we need to guide us in life? Is it enough?'

What Does Sufficient and Final Mean?

When we speak of the sufficiency and finality of Scripture we mean that in the Bible the 
human race has all the infallibly given words of God on any subject, and that, in matters 
of what God expects us to believe about the Christian faith and how God expects us to 
live, we do not need anything more.
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There are things we may want to know, but God will not give us any more Scripture on 
anything. There is nothing else that we need to know concerning the Christian faith and 
nothing else that we can know that is wholly reliable. 

This does not block man's enquiring mind and relentless pursuit of discovery. But when it 
comes to Scripture, we have to be careful not to go beyond what is written (1 Corinthians 
4:6) as there are always 'secret things' that belong to God alone (Deuteronomy 29:29).

Does the Bible Teach Sufficiency and Finality?

Do Not Add…

• Deuteronomy 4:2; 12:32

• Proverbs 30:6

• 1 Corinthians 4:6

• Revelation 22:18-19

All Truth…

• John 16:13

Complete…

• 2 Timothy 3:16-17

Once and for all…

• Jude 3

• Hebrews 9:28
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Guard what was entrusted…

• 2 Peter 1:12-15

• Jude 17

How Sufficient is Sufficient?

Sufficient for Everything?

If we imply that the Bible tells us all we need to know about everything, then should we 
put a stop to all scientific research? Should we cease asking questions about anything not 
directly mentioned in the Bible? Of course not.

God has given us minds and skills, and both are to be used to benefit the human race. Job 
speaks of man's enquiring mind and his amazing discoveries and achievements (Job 28) 
and nowhere does he even hint that these things are wrong. 

Sufficient for the Main Purpose

What is the purpose of the Bible? As we learned earlier, the Bible is first of all a book 
about God. It tells us all we need to know, and all we shall ever need to know, about God: 
who he is, what he is like, what he does and how we can know him. In this area it is 
sufficient; it is enough. The Bible is also a book about the human race and salvation. Paul 
reminds us that we can never find God on our own (1 Corinthians 1:21; Romans 1:21). 
We could not discover the answers on our own so God revealed all we need to know. On 
the subject of doctrine/theology (what we should believe about God, the human race and 
salvation) the Bible leaves no area unclear that we need to know about. 

Sufficient Principles

The Bible has a great deal to say about subjects other than theology. It is amazing how 
many areas of daily life and practical Christian living are mentioned in the Bible. Though 
the Bible does not say everything that could be said about each of these, it says 
everything that needs to be said from God to us to know just how we should govern our 
lives. Where there are not specific statements to govern a particular situation, there are 
general statements (principles) that we can apply. There principles fond in Scripture can 
be worked out in many different circumstances.
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• Our relationship to others outside of the church (Matthew 22:21).

• What about infants who die or people who have not heard the gospel (Genesis 
18:25).

• Supporting the work of ministry (1 Timothy 5:17; Deuteronomy 25:4)

• Ecology (Deuteronomy 22:6)

• Health and Safety (Deuteronomy 22:8)

• Animal Safety (Deuteronomy 22:10)

Non-scriptural or Against Scripture

The Roman Catholic Church taught that whatever the Scripture does not forbid it allows. 
Many of the Reformation Churches taught that wheat ever Scripture does not command it 
forbids. Who is right?

If the Bible is sufficient why do we have so many disagreements about various issues in 
the Church at large? 

Scripture itself is Sufficient to Tell us Which is Which

Hebrew 5:14

1 Corinthians 14:40

1 Corinthians 5:13
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1 Corinthians 16:2

2 Corinthians 9:7
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What are the Alternatives Offered?

We have established that the Bible is all that we need as a reliable and authoritative guide 
and that there will be no more Bible added to it. However, in the history of Christianity 
this has not been the conclusion of all.

The Roman Catholic View

Alongside the Bible, the Roman Catholic Church has placed a host of human traditions, 
including the Apocrypha, the writings of church leaders in the first few centuries AD and 
a collection of decrees and statements given by popes and church councils. Therefore the 
Roman Catholic Church does not believe in the sufficiency of Scripture.

The Liberal View

The liberal approach to Scripture doubts that the Bible is reliable in its statements about 
history, denies the reality of miracles and other supernatural experiences and declares 
virtually all Bible doctrine to be a matter of personal opinion. Therefore the liberal 
theologians do not believe in the sufficiency of Scripture.

The View of the Cults

Almost all modern heresies that have formed themselves into strong organizations have 
added to the Bible in one way or another. Therefore they believe the Bible is not 
sufficient or final.

• Mormons – Book of Mormon, Doctrines and Covenants, and Pearl of Great Price. 
International President can speak with infallibility.

• Christian Science – Science and Health by Mary Barker Eddy
• Christadelphians – Elpis Israel by John Thomas is final understanding of the Bible 

and is needed to understand the Bible.
• Jehovah's Witnesses – Watchtower literature equal with the Bible

The View of Some Charismatic Christians

In an attempt to emphasize the immanence of God (that is, God among us here and now), 
some charismatic Christians suggest that Scripture is God's 'horizontal' communication 
across the centuries while modern prophecy is God's 'vertical' communication here and 
now. But the Bible is already living and active (Hebrews 4:12). Many therefore deny the 
sufficiency of scripture, though often quite unintentionally. They adhere to the need for 
God's further or fuller communication through prophecy and words of wisdom.
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The Liberal View of Some Evangelicals

Even some evangelicals have relegated Scripture to the back burner. They believe that 
there are many things in the life of the modern Christian that find no mention in 
Scripture, either by direct statement or indirect principle. Much of our church life and 
private or business life can be planned and lived in a Christian way without reference to 
the Bible. This really follows the views of liberal critics of the Bible. 

How do we Know the Bible is Sufficient and Final?

Besides the teachings of the Bible in this area, we have further points to be considered to 
show that the Bible is sufficient and final.

There is no Reference in Scripture to Something More

The Scripture always refers to itself as final and nowhere is there even a hint that further 
revelation will be found somewhere else at some future time. An argument from silence 
is not always the best one, but yet the complete silence of the Bible as to the possibility of 
more revelation and new inspired words from God must be the final proof until someone 
can show that it teaches otherwise.

The Scriptures Speak with Finality

The Bible, and particularly the New Testament, always speaks as if it is the last and final 
word on the subject and that nothing more can or will be added later.

John 14:26

John 16:13-15

Ephesians 2:20

There is less and less reference made to prophets and prophecy, and more and more 
emphasis placed upon preaching and teaching as the New Testament proceeds. In fact, 
the only references to New Testament prophecy in the letters are 1 Corinthians 12-14, 
three times in Ephesians (where it is called foundational), and one each in Romans, 
Thessalonians and 1 Timothy (in reference to something 13 years earlier).

Remember that 1 Corinthians 4:6 warned them not to go beyond what was written. This 
was given to a church that was being seduced by the sign gifts like prophecy and tongues.
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The Scriptures Condemn the Traditions of Men

In the time of Christ the Jews has gathered a great amount of teaching form their rabbis, 
and this was placed alongside Scripture and often given the same authority as Scripture. 
Much of this teaching was nonsense, but some of it was good and profitable. However, 
Jesus never allowed any of it to stand beside Scripture, and he warned the Pharisees 
against it (Matthew 15:3). Reminding them of Isaiah 29, he accused the Jewish leaders of 
nullifying the word of God by their traditions (Mark 7:13). These warnings should be 
enough to make a Christian reject immediately any suggestion that we can still add to the 
inspired word of God.

Qualifications for Those who Claim to Give the Word of God

It has long been accepted that all who gave us the New Testament Scriptures were 
qualified in a way that is not possible for anyone of a later age. When the eleven apostles 
were looking for someone to take the place of Judas there were two essential 
qualifications: he must be a man who had been with Jesus during his 3 year ministry and 
had actually seen the risen Christ (Acts 1:21-22). All of the books of the New Testament 
were written by an apostle or someone close to one of the apostles.  

The Alternative – Confusion

If the Bible is not sufficient and final the result will be confusion. This is why the New 
Testament progresses with a shift from revelation to proclamation. God knew exactly 
what would happen if his church was allowed to add new prophecy to its life and work. 
What is true and what can be believed if new additions are constantly being made to 
scripture. It negates the idea that God is the same yesterday, today and forever (Hebrews 
13:8). If the Roman Catholic Church, Mormons, or others who say that their spiritual 
leaders can speak with infallibility, then what happens when such leaders disagree (as has 
been the case of many decrees from the popes and the Mormon presidents).
 

Conclusion

When we need to know the will of God for our own lives, a belief in the sufficiency of 
scripture will direct us to find our answer from the statements and principles of God's 
final verbal revelation, and nowhere eels. We must train ourselves to use God's word 
rather than to seek easy answers elsewhere. And when we need to test the claims of the 
cults or even evangelical traditions, we shall know immediately where to go. The Bible is 
God's final word to the human race until Christ returns. It is the authoritative word of 
God and it is a sufficient guide for every aspect of Christian belief and practice. 
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