
Four Views of Revelation Class Outline Ray Wimsett

Chapter 21-22: New Heavens and New Earth

 I. Overview (vs 1-8)
 A. These first 8 verses provide outline or framework for the rest of the remaining two chapters.

 1. Introduction (vs. 1)
 2. God’s city – New Jerusalem. (vs 2 expanded in vs 9-21)
 3. God’s tabernacle or dwelling place (vs. 3 expanded in vs. 22-27)
 4. Renewal of the world (vs. 4 expanded in vs 22:1-5)
 5. God’s word affirmed to be true (vs. 5 expanded in vs 22:6-10)
 6. God’s work is completed (vs. 6 expanded in vs 22:11-15)
 7. Final blessing (vs. 6b-7 expanded in vs 22:16-17)
 8. Final curse (vs. 8 expanded in vs. 22:18-19)
 9. The last two verses are the epilogue of the book.
 10. Coming quickly is probably reference to coming in judgment on Jerusalem.

 II. Identifying New heavens and new earth (vs 1)
 A. Concept first encountered in Isaiah 65:17 - For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth; And the former 

shall not be remembered or come to mind.”
 B. 2 Peter 3:13 - Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new earth in which  

righteousness dwells. This “promise” is apparently the promise in Isaiah.
 C. Now we come to Revelation 21:1 - Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the  

first earth had passed away. Also there was no more sea.
 D. Rev 21 and 22 are only place in the bible that we can derive the final destiny (place) of the saints.
 E. The great difficulty is whether this new heaven and earth is to be seen as literal or figuratively.

 1. Could be both for all we know.
 2. Good case can be made for each view.

 a. The Isaiah 65 passage (above) appears to be talking about the church age.
 b. Also Paul says in 2 Cor 5:17-18 - Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things  

have passed away; behold, all things have become new. Whole new order, creation, experience has 
replaced the old.

 c. However, if it’s not literal, we are left with no indication in the bible of what the eternal state of the 
believer is.
(1) We’re told that we will live forever, but not where.
(2) Bible doesn’t say we’ll spend eternity in heaven.
(3) This passage indicates that we are to spend eternity on the new earth.
(4) Jesus to live here as well apparently.

 3. No compelling reason not to take literally.
 a. John 14 14:1-3 (in my Father’s house there are many mansions...)

(1) The word “mansions” is not correct translation...God’s abiding place.
(2) Many of John’s writings use the idea of abiding, remaining, etc. with Christ.
(3) This word used only 1 other time and it’s in the same chapter (John 14:22-23)

 b. Maybe not reference to heaven.
 c. God’s house is the church in the NT. Temple or Tabernacle in OT. Where God “dwells” on earth.
 d. Scriptures indicating church as God’s house (Eph 2:21-22; Heb 3:6; John 14:23)

(1) The abiding place (home) for God, will be with the person (Christian) who loves Him, not in 
heaven.

(2) The Father’s house (the church) has many such abiding places (Christians) in it.
(3) John 14:23 is not talking about Jesus taking us to heaven, but Jesus making His home with us.
(4) But since the book and even these chapters are so symbolic, it’s hard to know whether it should be 

taken literally or not.
 e. No more sea? (vs. 1). Sea in OT is reference to the wicked or the Gentile nations.

 III. The Holy City (vs 2-3)
 A. Is this to be understood as a literal city or the church of God (the saints)?

- 67 -



Four Views of Revelation Class Outline Ray Wimsett

 1. Elsewhere in the bible, New Jerusalem is something that has already come (Heb 12:22-24)
 a. Church is the New Jerusalem here. We’ve already come to it.
 b. Not physical Mt Zion (Heb 12:18; Gal 4:25-26)

 2. Whole chapter contrasting old covenant with new.
 3. Mother of us all can be seen as the church. God is our Father, the church is His bride, and they bring forth 

spiritual children (us).
 4. Later (v14), we see this Jerusalem having the foundations with the apostles names on it.
 5. Paul also spoke of something similar about the church in Eph 2:19-20
 6. We also see that it is lighted by the glory of God (vs. 23). Also true of the holy of holies.
 7. This all seems to be imagery the describes the church as it now is.

 a. The argument has been made that all this is merely talking about the New Jerusalem (church) which 
survives after the destruction of the Old physical one in 70 AD.

 b. Jesus said to the woman at the well that worship is not in Jesrusalem (John 4:21-23)
 B. However, the argument is also good to see this as a literal.

 1. The bodily resurrection of the dead supports this.
 2. Spirit goes to heaven when we die, but will be reunited to our physical bodies.
 3. If heaven was our ultimate destination, why then a resurrection?
 4. Paul says that even creation groans for the day (Rom 8:19-22).

 a. Second law of thermodynamics proves this decay and bondage of corruption.
 b. There will be a change to physical laws.

 5. Also, the 2 Peter 3:13 verse we looked at earlier.
 C. Can the two views be harmonized?

 1. A Christian is one who has “tasted” of the world to come (Heb 6:5).
 2. We are new creations, but the rest of the world is not yet.
 3. Therefore, these things can be seen both as a future heavens and earth, and in another sense something we 

have already experienced.
 a. We “have come” to the heavenly Jerusalem (Heb 12:22)
 b. But also, Paul speaks of it as being above (Gal 4:25)
 c. This passage speaks of it as coming down from heaven and having earthly existence.

(1) This could be the eschatological element.
(2) It already exists, but it’s coming to earth.

 IV. New Jerusalem…the church. (vs 9-21)
 A. Some say this is a picture of the New Jerusalem as a city orbiting the earth, like the moon

 1. Like a satellite, based on the fact that it doesn’t state that this New Jerusalem comes to the earth.
 2. However, that is not stated in this passage.
 3. Also, if it’s coming down from heaven there’s no reason to assume it’s not coming all the way to earth.

 B. The lambs’ wife is pictured as the New Jerusalem here.
 1. We’ve seen this before too (Rev 19:7)
 2. Paul’s usage in Galatians and the author of Hebrews identified with the church.
 3. Recall the two entities contrasted in Revelation:

 a. Bride vs. the harlot
 b. New Jerusalem vs. spiritual Babylon
 c. Here the two are mixed (city “adorned like a bride”)

 4. Jesus also told disciples they werer the light of the world, a city set on a hill (Matt 5:14)
 C. The precious stones (vs 11)

 1. He that sat on the throne had this appearance (Ch. 4)
 2. Not sure what a jasper stone is but it’s clear as crystal.

 D. Reference to the Walls and Gates (12-21)
 1. John was given a reed to measure earlier (Ch. 11). Told to measure holy of holies (spiritual Jerusalem)
 2. Here the angel is measuring the city.
 3. Look at similar reference in Isaiah speaking of Jerusalem (Isa 60:18-19)
 4. Idea of high wall is a secure city. God is our salvation.
 5. Gates being Israel similar to what Jesus says in John 4:22-23.

 a. Initially, salvation was through Jews. 
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 b. 144,000 was also representative of the 12 tribes also (Ch7)
 c. They were firstfruits
 d. All who came in after them came through that “gate”.

 6. One of the tribes is Judah. Judah means “praise”. So like the Isaiah passage (above), at least one of these 
gates would be called praise.

 7. Names of the apostles on the foundations of the wall. Easily identified with Ephesians 2:19-22.
 E. City Laid out like a cube 

 1. To make this literal would make it more like a skyscraper than a city, 1500 miles tall
 2. Or we could see this as symbolic

 a. Character of this city is as the holy of holies.
 b. Place where God dwells
 c. Illuminated by glory of God.

 3. Cube shaped to suggest immensity.
 a. Actual holy of holies was small 15x15x15ft.
 b. Only 1 man could be in there
 c. This holy of holies can fit a big crowd.
 d. Veil separating men from holy of holies was torn inviting all to come into it.

 4. 144 cubits is probably symbolic of the product of multiplying the 12 apostles times the 12 tribes. (12 x 12 = 
144)
 a. 24 elders are often thought of as the sum of the 12 apostles and 12 tribes of Israel, representing the 

church.
 b. Both numbers are probably just symbols of the same thing.

 F. Building materials
 1. Faith is purified like pure gold (1 Peter 1:7)
 2. Many other passages compare the refining of a Christian to that of gold.
 3. The walls and streets of this city are made of gold (symbolic of Christians as stones – 1 Peter 2:4-5)
 4. Symbols of the church sometimes shift (city, temple, house, bride, etc.)
 5. Agreeable with Malachi 3:16-17
 6. Foundation

 a. Not same stones, but reminiscent of the stones on the breastplate of High priest.
 b. Represented 12 tribes of Israel (people of God)

 7. Twelve gates
 a. This is where we get the streets of gold and pearly gates.
 b. Most people use this as a description of heaven.
 c. But this is a description of the New Jerusalem come out of heaven.
 d. The way of the righteous does become purified like perl 

(1) Pearls are formed by irritation of the oyster.
(2) Liquid secreted to surround irritant and hardens to become a pearl.
(3) Suffering of the oyster (Acts 14:22)

 e. Gates represent entrance

 V. God's Tabernacle – God's Presence (vs 22-27)
 A. No need for an earthly temple. (vs 22). Those who are in Christ are in the temple of God.
 B. No need for sun or moon (vs 23). Agrees with the Isaiah 60 passage (above)
 C. This is where God abides
 D. Vs 24:26 also come from Isaiah 60:1-3 and 60:11
 E. This Chapter may be a vision of the fulfillment of the church age.

 VI. Eden Restored (22:1-5)
 A. Imagery of river taken from OT (Ezek 47:1; Isa 61:3)
 B. Believers represent the trees of the Lord.
 C. Their leaf shall not wither (Ps 1)
 D. The flow of water is important to a desert and descriptive of God's supply (Joel 3:18)
 E. Valley of Acacias is across the Jordan from Jerusalem. (Numbers)

 1. Can’t be literal because rivers don’t cross each other.
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 2. Compare OT river imagery with Jesus’ statements (Zech 14:8 with John 7:37-39)
 a. Notice “as the scripture has said”
 b. Nowhere in scripture (OT) does it say that rivers of living waters will flow out of believers.
 c. Jesus must be referring to Zech 14:8, it’s the closest we can come to.
 d. Jerusalem in Zech 14 is compared to believers in John 7.

 F. Tree of life represents eternal life (Gen 3:22)
 G. Name of Christ on the foreheads

 1. Contrast with name of the beast on the foreheads of unbelievers.
 2. There’s always been a choice.

 a. Identify with Christ
 b. Identify with Anti-christ.

 H. Eternal Light – Holiness, Knowledge
 I. Lord God of Holy prophets

 1. Continuity between OT prophets and this angel.
 2. Same God speaking through OT prophets is now speaking thru John
 3. Possible that the same issues are being addressed in this book

 VII.Epilogue
 A. Righteous still, or filthy still?

 1. This will happen so quickly, nobody has time to change their mind. Fate is sealed for them.
 2. Probably exaggerated. Some probably did have chance to repent prior to the destruction of Jerusalem.
 3. Rewarded according to works

 a. Reward isn’t always positive.
 b. Coming in judgment includes rewarding those that crucified Jesus and persecuted the church.

 B. Alpha and Omega
 1. Title that belongs to Jehovah God.
 2. Jesus using them of Himself here.

 C. Enter through the gates
 1. Eternal life is entered into not just by faith, but by obedience.
 2. Obedience flows from faith.

 D. Outside are…(vs 15)
 1. Dogs

 a. Paul warned Phillipians in 3:2-3
 b. Those Jews who resist the gospel.

 E. Spirit and the bride say “come”
 1. Holy spirit and church are beckoning to the lost world. 
 2. This “come” is suggested by some to be the same “come” in verse 20

 a. They say this is the calling of church to Christ.
 b. However, this is not a summons for Jesus, but to those who are thirsty for the water of life.

 F. Final curse
 1. Adding to the book

 a. Some use this to prove that the canon of Scripture is closed.
 b. However, “this book” is probably not referring to the whole Bible, but Revelation itself.
 c. Adding plagues of “this book”
 d. NT wasn’t assembled for good while after this writing.
 e. Same expression is used in Proverbs30:5-6

(1) Many books added since Solomon’s time.
(2) All books of prophets
(3) New Testament

 f. Probably just means don’t change the words of the book, take them as they are.
 g. Don’t adjust them to make them more palatable.
 h. Some say this means that we need to take everything literally or else we “taking away” from the words 

of the book.
 i. But even they take some things non-literal.

 2. Name taken away from the book of life
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 a. Taken at face value would suggest that their names are in it and are removed if they tamper with the 
book.

 b. Contrast this with overcomers who will not have there name removed earlier (ch 3:5)
 c. Should not be understood to mean that we shouldn’t try our best to interpret.
 d. Even if we’re wrong, we gave it an honest attempt.
 e. We do need to take the book seriously.
 f. Must do all in our power to interpret the way it was intended.

- 71 -


