
Four Views of Revelation Class Outline Ray Wimsett

Chapters 17-19: The Great Babylon
 I. Opening Vision ( Ch 17)

 A. John sees the vision in this chapter.
 1. After being carried into the wilderness.
 2. The harlot is in the wilderness just like the other woman (the bride) was in the wilderness back in Ch. 12

 a. Contrast between two entities
 b. Bride and harlot.
 c. Babylon and Jerusalem
 d. Both are same. Harlot is also figuratively Babylon, Bride is also figuratively Jerusalem.

 II. City (harlot) is identified.
 A. Sitting on a beast (vs. 3). 

 1. Similar to beast in chapter 13
 2. Very probably the same beast.

 B. Scarlet
 1. Dragon in Ch 13 also red with 7 heads and 10 horns.
 2. Depicting Satan in disguise.
 3. Acting through an entity like a state system (see ch 13 notes.).

 C. John seems to identify this manifestation of the beast as Rome. Two identifications of the 7 heads.
 1. Seven kings. First  Julius Caesar, Sixth  is Nero (“now is”)
 2. Seven hills (v.9). Rome called city of seven hills.
 3. “Was and is not” (v. 8)

 a. Compare with beast and dragon in Ch. 11 and 20
(1) Seem to overcome church for a “little while”.
(2) Ch 11 contrasts 3 ½ days with 3 ½ years which is suggested to be the church age.

 b. Two witnesses (perhaps the church) appear dead for that long.
 c. This could be seen as a persecution of the church, driving it underground, just before the end of time.
 d. This beast is also said to be the eighth

(1) Strange wording, any answer is speculation on this one.
(2) Present beast is sixth, and will be the eighth? Not the seventh?

 4. 10 horns are 10 kings (v. 12-13)
 a. Futurists have the advantage on this verse.
 b. However, at second coming, it’s not likely that anyone will be at war with Him.

(1) “Comes in a moment, twinkling of an eye, taking vengeance on those who know not God.”
(2) Heavens will be dissolved and earth burned up
(3) Who can wage war with a return like that?

 c. We could see the 10 horns as the same ones mentioned in Daniel 7:23-25
(1) This has been historically understood to be the 10 ethnic nations which came to be when the 

Roman empire was dissolved.
(a) Huns in Hungary
(b) Ostragoths in Mecia
(c) Visiagoths in Panomia
(d) Suaves and the Allens in Spain
(e) Vandals in Africa
(f) Francs in France
(g) Burgundians in Burgandy
(h) Huruly in Italy.
(i) Saxons and Angols in Britain
(j) Lombards on the Danube

(2) The fourth kingdom is almost certainly the Roman empire and these nations grew out of it.
(a) The stone that breaks the toes of the image in Daniel 2 is identified in Daniel 2:44 as the 

kingdom of God being established.
(b) Dispensationalists see this as a revived Roman empire in the last days.

 i. Many believe that EU is that revived 10 nation empire which will bring the antichrist.
 ii. Must assume a huge time gap between the ankle and toes of the image.
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(3) Amillenialists do not see Christ’s kingdom being established at second coming, but at first.

(a) No future revival of Roman empire necessary for the stone (Christ’s kingdom) to break the 
toes.

(b) If so, these 10 kings can be applied as the same ones in Daniel and support the historic view.
 d. They will make war with the Lamb.

(1) That is, His saints on earth. Compare with 2 witnesses in Ch. 11:7, if witnesses are to represent the 
church as suggested earlier.

(2) Also, reference to war against Lamb in Ch. 19
(3) This could be seen simply as the continuous persecution and spiritual warfare against the church 

during the church age.
(4) Ultimate victory for those who are faithful unto death.

 D. Many waters (v15)
 E. She is that great city (v18)

 1. This is the clearest identity we get about the harlot. Two viable options:
 a. Rome (seems most like on surface)

(1) 10 horns hate the harlot and destroy her. (v16)
(2) In John’s day, Rome was ruler over the empire (v18)
(3) Harlot (the city) sits on the beast (Roman empire) in vs. 2-3

(a) City of Rome was the central head of the Empire
(b) Rome did eventually fall to the nations around her.

 b. Jerusalem (some very strong evidence also)
(1) Encountered Babylon in Ch.14 and 16

(a) Strong evidence that it was talking about destruction of Jerusalem
(b) Context seemed to ID her as Jerusalem.

(2) Ch 17:16 could be reference to destruction of Jerusalem
(3) Ch 18 has number of places that suggest sudden destruction

(a) Vs. 8 – one day
(b) Vs. 10,19 – one hour
(c) Jerusalem’s fall was rapid, Rome’s fall was stretched out over a century or so.

(4) Identification as a “harlot”
(a) Commits adultery against her husband
(b) Rome was never in covenant relationship with God
(c) Jerusalem is repeatedly referred to as a harlot and an adulterer in OT.
(d) Most of the imagery in Revelation is taken from the OT (Isa 1:21; Ezek 16:15-16)
(e) Also lists the nations she played the harlot with.
(f) Rev 17:2 also speaks of the kings of the earth with her.
(g) Book of Hosea is another place where Israel is depicted as a harlot through Hosea’s wife 

Gomer (Hos 2:2-3). Make her like a wilderness, just like in the vision
(5) Laments over Babylon in Ch. 18: (see Ch 18 notes)
(6) What about references to “kings of the earth” (Rev. 17:2, 18)?

(a) Consider usage of same expression (in greek) elsewhere (i.e. Acts 4:26-27)
(b) Apostles praying quoting Ps.2 and applying it to all who were in Israel who conspired to 

crucify Jesus. Therefore “kings of the earth” can simply mean “rulers of the land”. Pilate 
wasn’t a king, neither were the Sanhedrin or even Herod really (Tetrarch).

(c) This could be the meaning of Rev 1:5 also.
(d) Could be talking about the same people that mourn Him in Rev. 1:7
(e) Also, in Rev 6:15-17: (see earlier notes)
(f) Many indicators in Ch. 6 that it’s talking about fall of Jerusalem. So kings of the earth would 

be a local thing (rulers of the land). This would make sense in the context of this passage.
(g) The rulers of the land (Sanhedrin, Herod, etc.) did get rich by the exploits of the people of 

Jerusalem (the harlot).
 2. Key vs. is Ch 17:18

 a. Compare to other references to Jerusalem as woman with rulers (Lam. 1:1; Matt. 2:6).
 b. Also, Josephus spoke of the rulers of the cities with Jerusalem the supreme head of the others.

 3. This view not devoid of difficulties
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 a. Example: Identification of 10 horns that destroy the harlot.
 b. Romans came with multi-national force of at least 10 nations.
 c. However, they are said to have not yet received dominion. Could simply mean they’re not autonomous 

from Rome just yet.

 III. Ch 18: Babylon is Fallen
 A. John hears the announcements

 1. Like funeral dirges or laments
 2. Language taken from some OT prophets, especially Ezekiel 28 (concerning fall of Tyre and Sidon) and 

Jeremiah 51 (fall of Babylon).
 a. Fall of Sodom echoed in v. 5

 3. Laments strongly suggest the identity of Babylon is Jerusalem (also see Ch 17 notes above)
 a. Vs. 14 – no more fruit.

(1) God continuously looking for fruit from Israel in OT.
(2) Similar to what Jesus told the fig tree (symbolically Israel) – Matt 21:19

 b. Vs. 16 – adorned with gold, precious stones, pearls.
(1) Temple was adorned with these things
(2) Similar to what Luke records in Olivet discourse (Luke 21:5-6)

 c. Vs. 19-23 – Good things taken away and land is made desolate
(1) Similar language to other OT passages talking about destruction of Jerusalem (Jer 25:10-11)

 d. Vs. 23 – merchants great men of the earth.
(1) Has always been the case that the Jews were well known for their business savvy…even today.

 e. Vs. 24 – blood of prophets and saints
(1) Again, this seems to point to Jerusalem (see notes above on this)

 f. Most of the laments in Ch. 18 are taken from the actual laments of Babylon in Jeremiah, the Psalms, 
Isaiah. Some are taken from the laments against Tyre in Ezekiel.
(1) Vs. 2 – Babylon is fallen…hated bird (Isa 13:21-22)
(2) Vs. 3 - nations have drunk….(Jer 51:7-8)
(3) Vs. 4 – Come out of her…(comes from 3 passages: Isa 48:20; Jer 50:8; Jer 51:6)
(4) Vs. 5 – sins piled up to heaven. Jerusalem spiritually called Sodom in Rev. See Gen 18:20-21.
(5) Vs. 6 – Render to her…(Ps 137:8)
(6) Vs 7 – I sit as a queen…(Isa 47:7-8)
(7) Vs. 8 – strong is the Lord who judges …(Jer 50:34)
(8) Vs. 9 – kings will weep and lament (Ezek 27:35 about Tyre). Also Jer 50:46.
(9) Vs 11-13 – merchants mourning because they can’t buy comes from Ezek 27:12-34
(10)  Vs. 16 – clothed in fine purple etc…(Ezek 28:13)
(11)  Vs. 21 – Angel took up a stone…threw it into the sea…(Jer 51:62-64)
(12)  Vs. 22-23 echo Jeremiah 7:34 and 25:10 (see above notes).
(13)  Vs. 23 – Merchants great men of the earth (Isa 23:8)
(14)  Vs. 24 – all who are slain on the earth (Jer 51:49)

 IV. Ch 19: King of Kings and Lord of Lords
 A. Persecuted avenged (vs 1-2)

 1. Jews who were not living in Jerusalem were dispersed throughout the whole earth.
 2. 2/3 of the Jews lived outside Jerusalem.
 3. Corrupt Judaism, centered in Jerusalem, could be said to corrupt the entire earth (or land).

 B. Smoke rising forever and ever (vs 3)
 1. Seen earlier in the book (Rev 14:11). Which is also an echo from Isaiah 34:8-10.
 2. In context of Ch 14, it seemed to be a statement about Jerusalem.

 C. His Omnipotence is demonstrated by His judgments (vs 4-6)
 1. The land has overcome them.
 2. This could be a reference to Jerusalem or Rome. The sound of many waters could be the church.
 3. Angels are servants of God and the brethren.

 D. Marriage supper of the Lamb (vs. 7-10)
 1. Dispensational view teaches that the church will be raptured into the clouds.
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 a. Will remain there 7 years with Christ until He comes back to the earth to judge the world and set up the 
Millenial kingdom. (this time is known as the tribulation period).

 b. This is thought to be the “marriage supper of the Lamb”.
 2. However, this doesn’t need to be talking about second coming of Christ at all.

 a. True, this is only place that speaks of “marriage supper” of Jesus, but not the only place that talks 
about His marriage. See Jesus’ parable (Matt 22:1-14)

 b. Jesus describing His own ministry as invitation to the wedding.
(1) Jews invited first but showed little interest.
(2) Then the message was sent out to the Gentiles.
(3) Good and bad responded so it can’t be a picture of heaven after the rapture. There won’t be any 

bad in heaven.
 c. Feast is after 70AD (city burned up)

(1) Garments in Rev 19 are righteous acts of the saints. Here there are those who don’t have that 
garment and must be expelled.

(2) This can’t be an eschatological picture.
(3) Feast happens right after city is burned up
(4) So wedding feast is the church. Jesus alluded to this earlier in Matthew (9:14-16)
(5) Jesus said they are at a wedding feast.

 d. John the Baptist also called Jesus the Groom (John 3:29)
(1) Those who were coming to Jesus were the bride.
(2) John is merely the matchmaker.

 3. Therefore these verses about the wedding feast have their fulfillment in the church age.
 a. Feast is populated with people before the judgment.
 b. Cryptic statement at end of vs. 10 “Testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy”.

(1) Testimony of Jesus is a common phrase in Revelation (1:2, 1:9, 6:9, 12:17)
(2) Probably means testimony about Jesus. The church’s commission.
(3) These prophesies are not to honor the angel, but they’re about Jesus and therefore worship Him.

 E. Jesus riding on white horse (vs. 11-16)
 1. This passage is generally thought to be describing the second coming (mainly by futurists).
 2. This is also why Rev 20 is thought to be talking about a future millennium after the second coming.
 3. However, even if it is second coming, it doesn’t mean that Ch 20 must follow chronologically.

 a. This is the end of a segment
 b. Ch 20 begins another segment
 c. We saw end of world and 2nd coming in Ch 11 also. Then we saw birth of Jesus in next chapter.
 d. Judgment in vs 17-21

 4. Wedding supper is listed
 5. Armies following Him would either be angels or the raptured church.
 6. This is not necessarily describing the second coming.

 a. Some (especially Postmils) see this as the conquest of the earth through the preaching of the gospel.
 b. Sword (Word of God) out of His mouth.
 c. This “conquering” has been happening over the last 2000 years (esp. last 400)
 d. The armies following Him would be the church.

(1) Our citizenship is in heaven even though we live.
(2) There is a similar type of scene in Zechariah 10:3.

 7. Jesus riding the horse here could be Him riding the church into all nations carrying the gospel (Sword).
 8. Rod of Iron - Image taken from Psalm 2:9

 F. Two feasts: Wedding supper and vulture supper (Vs 17-21)
 1. Wedding supper of the Lamb
 2. Supper of the vultures.

 a. Judment
 b. This seems most likely to be talking about the second coming.
 c. Beast and false prophet reach end of their career.

 3. Earlier we saw the length of this career to be 3 ½ years which could be figurative for the entire church age.
 4. Reminiscent of Jesus statement in Luke 17:34-37
 5. However, this does not necessitate that vs. 11-16 are about second coming.
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