
Four Views of Revelation Class Outline Ray Wimsett

Chapter 15-16: The Seven Last Plauges
 I. Opening vision – (15:1-8)

 A. i) Scene in heaven
 1. Saints victorious unto death praising God for judgment
 2. All nations to be worshipping to Him. Gospel is going out globally, not restricted to HQ in Jerusalem.
 3. The song they sing is mentioned as belonging to Moses and Jesus.
 4. This probably refers to the faithful of both the Old and New Testament times.

 B. Temple
 1. Filled with smoke from glory of God sounds like pillar of smoke in Moses time.
 2. Likewise, Solomon’s temple was filled with this glory cloud.
 3. Could symbolize that God is now dedicating the temple in heaven for general access (inauguration).

 a. Temple in Jerusalem is about to be destroyed.
 b. Visible emblem of what had already occurred 40 years prior.

 II. Angels pour out the bowls.(16:1-21)
 A. First Bowl – Plauge of sores

 1. The sores only appeared on those who worshiped the beast, the false God.
 2. It affeccted ALL, not just a third like earlier in Revelation.

 B. Second Bowl – Plauge on the sea
 1. Again, all creatures of the sea died, not just a third.
 2. This shows and escallation of judgement.

 C. Third Bowl – Plauge on drinking water
 1. Seems to be simiilar to what happened in Egypt with Moses turning water to blood.
 2. Here we have a breif interlude while an angel or messanger sings a song.
 3. The song is about God's just judgements against those who shed blood.

 D. Fourth Bowl – Plauge on the sun
 1. The sun seems to get hotter and scorch the earth
 2. Some global warming types point to this as a prophecy of the current state.
 3. The result is suffering so great that they curse God.
 4. But they should have instead honored God and repented from their ways.
 5. This was meant as a warning and motivation for change.

 E. Fifth Bowl – Plauge of darkness
 1. This one is confusing to many of the views as to what it really means.
 2. We will talk later about what the thone of the beast referrs to.
 3. The darkness along with the efffects of the other plauges makes people miserable.
 4. But instead of turning back to God they again curse him.
 5. The purpose of the plauges was to lead the people to repentance, but they did not listen.

 F. Sixth Bowl – Plauge from the east
 1. First the river Euphartes dries up
 2. Then inpure spirits come out of the three evil characters
 3. These spirits perform signs for the kings of the earth to convince them to come to battle
 4. The battle is called the great day of God Almighty.
 5. This sixth plauge is a setup for the battle of Armageddon
 6. It is also a warning to be awake and stay holy.
 7. This extra description is like a mini-intermission as we have seen before after the 6th item of other lists.

 G. Seventh Bowl – Plauge on nature
 1. The phrase “It is done” is like the one Jesus said on the cross just before he died.
 2. The earthquake and signs in the heaven are also like what happened when Jeuss died.
 3. There seems to be symbolism in the flating of the earth.
 4. The hailstones are also larger than any hailstone could be so maybe it is smbolic too.
 5. The people again curse God instead of repenting.
 6. Throughout the plauges there seems to be an implied readiness for God to stop and forginve if the people 

repented. God is not willing for any to perish if they will only turn back to Him.
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 III. False prophet.
 A. Mentioned for first time here in verse 13.
 B. Some identify false prophet with the second beast of Ch. 13
 C. This would make the beast mentioned here, the first beast in Ch 13.
 D. Because the second beast is associated with leading the people in worship, this would seem to fit the description 

of a false prophet.

 IV. Four views of the Seven Bowl Plauges
 A. Futurist view

 1. Seven last plagues (15:1)
 a. In them wrath of God is complete
 b. Suggests end of world.

 2. These plagues are seen as literal in this view.
 3. Sixth plague is seen as happening so that 200,000,000 Chinese soldiers can cross it into Israel.

 a. Earlier (Ch.9) the angels who were bound at the river Euphrates were released to send 200 million 
horsemen.

 b. Mao Tse Tung said he could field an army of 200 million soldiers.
 c. Problems with seeing it this way is:

(1) A river today would not pose much of a problem to modern armies as it would in ancient times. 
Amphibious vehicles,  Airplanes, etc.

(2) Sounds more like the actual fall of Ancient Babylon where the river was dried up to conquer it.
(3) This is probably figurative of the overthrow of whoever Babylon is in this passage (v. 19).
(4) Borrowing language from history to make the point.

 4. Battle of Armageddon is seen as WW3
 a. This is only place in bible that mentions this battle.
 b. Thought to be centered outside Jerusalem in valley of Meggido.
 c. Word Armageddon means “Mountain of meggido”.
 d. God will miraculously deliver Jerusalem (see Zech 12).

 5. Seventh bowl brings the greatest earthquake ever (v18).
 a. Hailstones are also unique in history (increased size and intensity)
 b. Also this sounds like Jesus’ statement in the Olivet discourse (Matt 24:21)
 c. Preterist would say this is hyperbole that is typically used in the bible.
 d. Earthquakes are sometimes used to symbolize the fall of a city (comp. Rev 11:13).
 e. Also Heb 12:25-28. Indicates that the things made with hands (temples, city’s, obsolete religion and 

visible trappings thereof) will be soon shaken.
 f. The kingdom of God cannot be shaken.
 g. Every Island fled away..(v20)

(1) Figurative (compare with Ch 6:14)
(2) Scenery to show exactly how great this shaking is.

 B. Preterist 1 – Fall of Jerusalem.
 1. The plagues given here again resemble plagues of Egypt before Exodus.

 a. Loathsome sores (v2)
 b. Sixth plague on Egypt was boils (Ex 9:8-12)
 c. Water turning to blood (v4)
 d. First plague on Egypt was similar (Ex 7:20-21)
 e. Frogs (v13)
 f. Second  plague on Egypt was frogs (Ex 8:1-15)
 g. Likewise, the trumpets had similar characteristics to the plagues of Egypt.

 2. Jerusalem is the city that is spiritually called Egypt in Revelation. (Ch 11:8)
 a. Judgment on Jerusalem can be seen here to be described like those that were poured out on Egypt.
 b. God’s people were delivered here just like they were from Egypt.
 c. Shedding the bloods of saints and prophets (vs 5-6)
 d. Jesus said the same thing about Jesusalem (Luke 13:33-35)
 e. Most all the prophets who should have been received by the Jews, died at their hands (Matt 23:34-36)
 f. That generation was to be judged for the blood of all the prophets.
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 3. Fourth bowl scorching (v8)
 a. Plagues mixture of symbolic and literal things.
 b. Direct contrast to Ch 7:16-17.
 c. Compare w/ Isaiah 49:10 and Psalm 121:5-6
 d. Figurative of God’s protection over His people.
 e. Here it is deliberately reversed.
 f. God causes the sun to strike them even more intensely than before.
 g. Their calamity is intensified.

 4. Fifth bowl throne of the beast.
 a. 2 possibilities:

(1) Throne is bottomless pit.
(a) Ch. 11:7 ascended out of bottomless pit.
(b) Corresponds with 5th trumpet and locusts coming out of pit.

(2) Throne is Rome.
(a) When Nero committed suicide in 68AD, the empire was in turmoil
(b) Almost didn’t survive.
(c) 3 kings were murdered within a year.
(d) Doesn’t necessitate being identified with Babylon.

 5. Sixth bowl Euphrates drying up
 a. Could be figurative comparison to the literal fall of Babylon

(1) Persian kings were east of Babylon.
(2) Euphrates was literally dried up in that overthrow.

 b. Roman legions that came against Jerusalem were largely from the Euphrates area (eastern border of 
Roman empire).

 6. Battle of the Great day of God Almighty
 a. Sounds very much like some of the earlier expressions about the destruction of Jerusalem (Joel 2:31; 

Mal 4:5)
 b. Jesus said this sending of Elijah was fulfilled in John the Baptist.
 c. Located in Armageddon (Mountains of Megiddo) (v16).

(1) Romans did set their camp in the valleys around Jerusalem, including Megiddo.
(2) Symbolic value in that the valley of Megiddo was a historic place of defeat, humiliation and 

destruction.
(3) King Josiah died there. Reference to that in Zech 12:10-11.
(4) This verse (Rev 16:16) seems to rule out possibility of Babylon being Rome.

 7. City divided into 3 parts. Two ways to understand it.
 a. Josephus records that the Jews were divided into 3 warring camps.
 b. –OR- Alluding back to Ezekiel 5:1-5

(1) Goes on to say how they will die in Ezekiel 5:12
(2) Remembering back to how Jerusalem was divided by the Babylonians. 
(3) Here Jerusalem is figuratively called Bablyon.

 8. Hailstones weigh a talent….Interesting passage in Josephus: 5:6:3

So they cast stones and arrows at those that were making the banks; they also ran out upon them by companies, and 
fought with them. Now those that were at work covered themselves with hurdles spread over their banks, and their 
engines were opposed to them when they made their excursions. The engines, that all the legions had ready prepared 
for them, were admirably contrived; but still more extraordinary ones belonged to the tenth legion: those that threw 
darts and those that threw stones were more forcible and larger than the rest, by which they not only repelled the 
excursions of the Jews, but drove those away that were upon the walls also. Now the stones that were cast were of the, 
and were carried two furlongs and further. The blow they gave was no way to be sustained, not only by those that 
stood first in the way, but by those that were beyond them for a great space. As for the Jews, they at first watched the 
coming of the stone, for it was of a white color, and could therefore not only be perceived by the great noise it made, 
but could be seen also before it came by its brightness; accordingly the watchmen that sat upon the towers gave them 
notice when the engine was let go, and the stone came from it, and cried out aloud, in their own country language, 
THE STONE COMETH (15) so those that were in its way stood off, and threw themselves down upon the ground; by 
which means, and by their thus guarding themselves, the stone fell down and did them no harm. But the Romans 
contrived how to prevent that by blacking the stone, who then could aim at them with success, when the stone was not 
discerned beforehand, as it had been till then; and so they destroyed many of them at one blow. Yet did not the Jews, 
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under all this distress, permit the Romans to raise their banks in quiet; but they shrewdly and boldly exerted 
themselves, and repelled them both by night and by day.

 C. Preterist 2 view – Fall of Rome.
 1. Some preterist thing the first half of the book deals with the judgement on Jerusleam and the second deals 

with the judgement on Rome.
 2. The trumpets are for Jeruslem and the bowls for Rome.
 3. This would put these jugements in the fifth and sixth centuries AD.
 4. The plauges of the fifth bowl would be scene as the torments that came upon Rome when the Barbarians, 

the Huns, etc. invaded Rome.
 5. The holy people and prophets mentioned in 16:6 makes Jerusalem fit better than Rome since Jesuleam is 

said to have killed all the prophets.
 D. Historist – The Judgement on the Papacy

 1. Remember historists from the reformation time saw the papacy as the biggest evil
 2. When it takes of Babylon they see the papacy or the Holy Roman Catholic Church.
 3. The bowls represent the change that happened starting with the French Revolution and the Napoeonic 

Wars.
 4. Mount Zion is seen as the true Christians who fight again the papacy.
 5. The new song is the blessed doctrine of the Reformation. 
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