
Four Views of Revelation Class Outline Ray Wimsett

Chapters 12-14: The Seven Visions

 I. Overview
 A. Seems to be the same story told another way.
 B. Marks second major division of book
 C. Also fourth major segement of book.

 1. First one that doesn’t divide naturally into 7 sub-units.
 2. Since this section does not talk about seven of any thing, it can be hard to divide into an outline.
 3. For the sake of the outline we will use the seven statements about seeing one thing or another as the 

division and call this the Seven Visions. 
 4. Each vision either stats with something about a sign appearing or looking and seeing something.  
 5. Seems to start over with Christ and the Cross

 D. The Seven Visions 
 1. The Woman with Child (12:1-2)
 2. The Red Dragon (12:3-13:1a)
 3. The Beast of the Sea (13:1b-10)
 4. The Beast of the Earth (13:11-13:18)
 5. The Lamb and 144,000 (14:1-5)
 6. The Three Angels (14:6-13)
 7. The Harvest of the Earth (14:14-20)

 II. The Woman, The Male Child, and The Dragon (Ch 12)
 A. Describes the birth of Jesus again and much more
 B. Three segments to chapter (some overlapping)

 1. Verses 1-6
 a. Woman bearing child,
 b. Child being caught up to God
 c. Woman fleeing from dragon
 d. Woman nurtured for 3 ½ years.

 2. Verses 13-17 (continuation of v. 1-6)
 a. Woman given wings of eagle to fly
 b. Serpent spewing flood
 c. Earth swallowing up flood
 d. Serpent makes war with Woman’s offspring

 3. Verses 7-12 (signs in heaven)
 a. Michael and dragon fight
 b. Dragon cast down
 c. Woe to inhabitants of earth

 C. Who is The Woman (vs.1)
 1. Sun, moon, and 12 stars suggest this “woman” is Israel (allusion to Gen 37:9-10)
 2. Some say she is just the remnant or faithful ones of Israel
 3. Each of the four views seems to recognize this

 D. Who is Child? (vs 2)
 1. Child seems by most to be Jesus

 a. Isaiah 26:17-18 had this motif of pregnancy, labor pains, and childbirth.
 b. Israel appointed to bring forth fruit of deliverance pictured as a child.
 c. She went through labor, but brought forth wind.
 d. God did eventually bring forth Christ as the deliverance Israel was destined to bring forth.

 2. However, most futurists and some others don’t see this as the birth of Jesus
 a. Futurists say it is a representative of the 144,000 Jews that will be saved at the end of time.
 b. Some cults see their own group as this man-child (Manifest sons of God)

 3. Labor pains
 a. Israel suffered political chaos under many nations before the Messiah came forth

(1) Babylonians
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(2) Samaritans
(3) Greeks
(4) Syrians
(5) Antiochus Epiphanes.

 b. Olivet discourse describes labor pains also (Matt 24:8 NAS, NIV).
 E. Who or What is Dragon? (vs 3-4)

 1. Dragon is seen by almost all to be Satan
 a. Supported later in book (20:1-3)

 2. Seven heads and ten horns
 a. Exact characteristics of beast in Ch 13:1-2
 b. Later explained to John by angel (17:9-13)

(1) Seven heads are the seven mountains (or hills) – Rome
(2) Seven refers to the kings as we mentioned before – Nero on throne
(3) Ten horns are the ten kings who received no kingdom yet.

 c. Another similarity: beast in Ch. 17 is scarlet, dragon in Ch. 12 is “fiery red”
 d. Not the same character necessarily, but we could say that the beast is really the dragon thinly disguised.

 3. Drew a third of the stars
 a. One theory says this passage is describing Satan causing 1/3 of the angels to fall and become demons.

(1) Usually said to have happened in Ancient times before Adam and Eve were even created.
(2) However, time frame of this prophesy doesn’t appear to support that conclusion.
(3) Also, the stars could just as easily be referring to people as angels.

(a) Supported by the fact that this is an allusion to Dan 8:10-11
(b) This is a prediction of Antiochus Epiphanes who killed people, not angels.

 b. But seems the dragon is the persecutor of righteous people in this passage, not the seducer of angels.
 4. Dragon standing ready to kill child as soon as it was born.

 a. Indicates Satan had some knowledge that Christ was about to be born.
 b. Gabriel’s frequent trips to Nazereth probably noticed by Satan.
 c. Herod’s attempt to kill Jesus by killing all of the baby’s in Bethlehem could be seen as an attempt by 

Satan, using Herod as his instrument.
 F. Rule all nations with rod of iron (vs 5)

 1. This seems to be a strong description of Jesus.
 a. Depicted in Messianic passages like Psalm 2:7-9
 b. Jesus said to the overcomers with a rod if iron earlier in Rev. 2:26-27

 2. Some say the Rev 2 passage demonstrates that the child is believers, not Jesus
 a. That would make this the only place in scripture that applies this phrase to anyone other than Jesus.
 b. Much more natural to see this Child as Jesus.

 3. Child caught up to God and His throne. Entire earthly life passed over in this passage. Focus of this vision 
is not about the life of Christ, but what happened to His people after His ascension.

 G. Flight in wilderness (vs 6)
 1. Also mentioned in v. 14 where it says she was given the wings of a great eagle.
 2. Deliberate reference back to the Exodus story.
 3. Dragon symbolizes Egypt elsewhere in OT as persecutor of Israel (Isa. 51:9-10; Ezek 29:3)
 4. When Israel escaped, they went into wilderness where God nourished them supernaturally with manna.
 5. Also God says he bore them on eagles' wings referring to flight from Egypt (Ex. 19:3-5)
 6. Likewise, the woman here can be seen as the remnant of believing Jews in Jesus’ day. In 69AD, before the 

siege of the city, the believers in Jerusalem had to flee into the wilderness, to Pella.
 H. War between Michael and the Dragon (vs. 7-12)

 1. When did this war take place?
 a. One clue is that Satan was cast out
 b. John (same author) gives us only other reference in bible of Satan being cast out (John 12:27-31)

(1) Jesus is talking about his death and resurrection here.
(2) Jesus identifies the casting out of Satan with his own cross.

 c. Furthermore, in vs. 10 (Rev12), it says “Now salvation” has come. Again, pointing us to the cross.
 d. Therefore, this battle must have been events that led up to the cross. Probably the time of Christ’s 

earthly ministry.
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(1) While He was on earth, there was a war in heaven.
(2) 2esus was lamb on earth, yet a lion of Judah in the heavenlies.

(a) Prevailing
(b) Conquering.
(c) He bound the strong man (Matt 12)
(d) Saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven while demons were being cast out by disciples 

(Luke 10:18).
 e. Michael and his angels (figuratively speaking) defeated Satan and his.

 2. Futurists believe this is during a future tribulation period.
 a. Dispensationalists say that in the middle of the tribulation, the devil will to be cast down to the earth.
 b. This begins the “great” tribulation (last 3 ½ years of tribulation).
 c. Not much in this passage that would actually favor that view, it’s only a part of the paradigm.

 3. Satan a fallen angel? (vs 9)
 a. Some people use this passage to show that Satan is a fallen angel.

(1) One of few passages that can even remotely suggest such a thing.
(2) Not a very good proof text for it, since the timing does not allow this to be going on before the 

creation of Adam and Eve.
(3) Also, when he’s cast out, he persecutes the woman and her seed. 
(4) Overcome by the blood of the Lamb.
(5) Has to be after the cross.
(6) Also, vs. 10 says accuser of brethren has been cast down.

 b. One of Satan’s main activities is lying
(1) Satan appears only 3 times in OT (Job 1 &2, Zech 3, 2 Chron). Genesis he is a serpent. 
(2) Satan is Hebrew word for adversary.

(a) Lied and accused Job before God.
(b) Accused Joshua the high priest before God in Zech.
(c) Deceived David into taking a census in 2 Chron.

(3) Since the cross, God no longer listens to Satan’s accusations.
(a) All punishment for man’s sins has been executed. There’s no need for accusation.
(b) Echoed by apostle Paul in Romans 8:31-34
(c) God will not listen anymore, He offered up His own Son.

 i. There’s no room for accusations before God anymore.
 ii. He’s still an accuser, in that he tries to get us to suspect each other, and be self-

condemned, but God’s not listening to him.
 iii. What he wants most is that we do not have confidence in God.
 iv. Main trick is to lie to us and tell us God has something against us and that we stand 

condemned.
(4) Jesus said he was a murderer from the beginning (John 8:44)

 4. Overcoming Satan
 a. Overcoming by blood of lamb, and word of their testimony.
 b. Satan is overcome personally by us being covered in the blood of Christ as Savior.
 c. Own heart is no longer condemned before God.
 d. He is overcome by taking territory from him by taking the gospel out to others with the word of our 

testimony.
 e. Setting captives free by releasing them from condemnation with the gospel.
 f. This doesn’t preclude them dying. “they did not love their lives to the death”
 g. Dying faithful is a victory, not a defeat.

(1) Paul said this before his imminent death (2 Tim 4:7-9)
(2) Dying is gain (Phil 1:21)
(3) Blood of martyrs is seed of the church (early church quote)
(4) It is said that for every Christian that died in the arenas, a dozen spectators were converted to 

Christ.
(5) Jesus also said it is John 12:24-26

 5. Seems that this is a picture of spiritual warfare for the whole church age.
 a. Satan makes war with church, but church overcomes.
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 b. Even though the church loses some battles (corruption, compromise, etc), the net effect is that 
Christianity is spreading throughout the world. Church is progressing.

 I. Earthly Attach of the Dragon (vs 13-17)
 1. Time, times, and half a time

 a. No literal 3 ½ years we can identify as significant after church fled into wilderness.
 b. Another reason to suggest that this could simply mean the church age symbolically.

(1) Same period Gentiles trample Jerusalem
(2) (Same period two witnesses testify.

 2. Water out of dragons mouth
 a. Earth opening up resembles the rebellion of Korah in Exodus helping Moses, Aaron, and the faithful
 b. Here the earth opens up to help the woman.
 c. What comes from Satan’s mouth?…lies. (father of lies)
 d. Persecution didn’t stop the church
 e. Deception was his new tactic. (heresy)

(1) Cults
(2) Other ideologies
(3) The world swallows it, but the church doesn’t
(4) Those who keep commands, and have testimony of Jesus is the Church

 III. The Beast of the Sea (13:1-10)
 A. Characteristics of the beast.

 1. Resembles two other beasts in seen earlier in scripture
 a. Daniel’s fourth beast (Daniel 7:7-8). Resembles all 4 beast of Daniel in fact.
 b. Also, it resembles the earlier description of the dragon (last chapter)

(1) Difference is dragon has 10 crowns on his heads, beast has them on his horns.
(2) Not enough to be a significant difference.

 2. Most futurists apply this chapter to the last 3 ½ years of the tribulation (aka “Great Tribulation”), just 
before Jesus comes back.
 a. Beast usually identified as a man termed as the ‘Anti-Christ.’ However, that term is only used in 1 and 

2 John as a generic term for anyone who denies the Jesus is the Christ.
(1) Global leader
(2) All world worships him.
(3) Second beast below is identified by futurists as another man, a false prophet.
(4) Makes a literal image of the first beast, and places it in the temple in Jerusalem.
(5) Everyone required to worship it upon penalty of death.
(6) Daniel 9:27 used as biblical support of this.

(a) The “He” (they say) is the Anti-Christ, and not the Messiah (as most other Christians have 
understood it over the centuries).

(b) This is the same way Antiochus Epiphanes did it.
 3. Beast has mouth of Lion (13:2).  Apostle Paul stood trial before Nero, afterward he wrote about being 

delivered from the mouth of the lion (2 Tim 4:17)
 a. Some evidence in early writings that early Christians referred to Nero as the beast.

(1) Nero was probably the persecutor of the church when the letter was written.
(2) Beast makes war with the saints for 3 ½ years.

(a) Length of time Nero persecuted Christians (64-68AD)
 b. However this view may not answer all the questions of the beast.

(1) Could be that Nero was the person representing the beast at that time, but the beast symbolizes all 
oppressive systems and governments that oppose Christ and His people.

(2) Some consider beast, not as individual at all, but Saan’s use of state systems
(3) Daniel’s vision, the fourth beast is the Roman empire (Dan 7).

(a) Lion beast is Babylon
(b) Bear is Media-Persia
(c) Leopard is Greece
(d) Beast w/ten horns is Rome.
(e) All of those are wrapped into one beast here.
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(f) Seems like John (via Jesus) could have made it much clearer by not combining all the beasts 
if he wanted to specify just the Romans.

(4) For this reason, it could be suggested that the beast represents political powers in general that are 
opposed to the church.
(a) This is not something confined to a time period.
(b) Especially if the 3 ½ years (42 months) is seen as the whole church ages.
(c) Includes Roman empire, but goes beyond that to include others also.
(d) Some of the details might point to Nero since he was the expression of that beast at the time 

of this letter.
(e) Many powers have done this over history.

 i. Romans in John’s day.
 ii. Other nations up to the present have persecuted church.
 iii. Communist governments in modern times.

 4. Mortally wounded…
 a. When Nero committed suicide, the Roman empire was in upheaval and almost collapsed.
 b. The world (and historians) “marveled” that it didn’t

 5. Who is able to make war with him (the beast)?
 a. The church (Rev 11:7)
 b. The church seems to be overcome for a short time (Rev 11:7, 13:7)

 6. Kills with the sword...Sounds like what Jesus said to Peter. (Matt 26:52)
 7. 42 months

 a. Assumed by futurists to be the same 3 ½ year period after Satan is cast to the earth in Ch. 12
 b. The “great” tribulation, last part of the trib.
 c. As earlier suggested, this could also be seen as the church age.

 IV. The Beast of the Earth (13:11-18)
 A. Who is second beast?

 1. Obviously loyal to First beast.
 2. Two horns (little bit of power). Thinly masquerades as the Lamb (messiah) who has 7 horns (complete 

power).
 3. Speaks like a dragon
 4. Most commentators believe this as a religious system as opposed to a state system or power.
 5. Satanically energized

 B. Second of Satan’s allies in the church age (or tribulation if one is a futurist)
 1. First one is governmental oppression of believers
 2. Second is spiritual deception. (false religion)

 C. Satan has always used these two things to try and thwart the church.
 1. In John’s day, there actually was an emperor cult that worshipped the emperor (Nero).
 2. May be why we see the second beast commanding people to worship the first beast.

 D. Counterfeit miracles
 1. Two witnesses called fire down from heaven also.
 2. This beast looks like the lamb (v.11) but talks like the dragon.

 E. What is the Mark of the beast?
 1. Not a literal physical mark at all.
 2. We’ve seen a mark already that wasn’t literal (Rec 7:2-4)
 3. All people have one mark or the other

 a. Mark of Satan = agreement with him
 b. Mark of God = agreement with Him.

 4. Forehead and hand
 a. Moses made similar statement about the law (Duet 6:8)
 b. Jews took this literally.

(1) Boxes called phlacteries with little scrolls of scripture in them bound on their heads.
(2) Jesus mocked them for this (Matt 23:5)

 c. Hand represents works
 d. Forehead represent thoughts, or intentions.
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 e. Both of these reveal who you are and who is your Lord.
 5. Not being able to buy or sell

 a. May be referring to a requirement to do the things and think the thoughts of the non-Christian world.
(1) Worship the state - Follow the norms of the culture and Gov’t.
(2) If you follow God, you’ll stand out like a sore thumb and possibly receive persecution for it.

 F. Mark of the Beast 666
 1. Nobody can buy or sell unless they have the mark (vs. 17)
 2. Most Preterists view the beast as a reference to Nero.

 a. The fatal wound is considered reference to Nero’s suicide.
(1) Followed by about a year of civil wars and turmoil throughout the empire.
(2) Almost destroyed Rome.
(3) Everyone marveled that Rome recovered from all that.

 b. In Ch. 17 the 7 heads of the beast is described as 7 hills
(1) Rome has often been described as the city of 7 hills.
(2) 7 hills said to be 7 kings (Ch. 17:10)

(a) Sixth fallen
 3. Nero was the sixth emperor of Rome.
 4. 666 can be translated into Caesar Nero in Hebrew using the numerical values of the letters.
 5. Nero could have been the present manifestation of the “beast” at the time of John’s writings.

 V. The Lamb and 144,000
 A. More on the 144,000.

 1. Refer to Ch. 7 for more notes for description of 144,000
 2. With the Lamb on Mt Zion (v1).
 3. Before the throne of God (v5).
 4. They are Christians.

 a. Sang a new song (v3).
 b. New song (like new covenant) is directly in contrast to an old song (like the old covenant) Rev 15:3
 c. Moses gave the old covenant, Jesus gave the new.
 d. (hen God delivered the Israelites out of Egypt, they broke out in song.

 5. Being virgins
 a. Not literal. Not a prerequisite for salvation (1 Tim 4:1-3)
 b. Probably this means that these are uncompromised Jews, not giving themselves over to harlotry 

(Babylon Ch. 17).
 6. First fruits

 a. First Jews to be saved, not the last.
 b. James, writing to Jewish Christians said they were firstfruits (James 1:18)

 7. Earlier, they were being delivered or protected from the judgments of the seven seals
 8. Here, they are enduring the ravages of the beast.

 a. They have not compromised.
 b. Mark of God on their heads.
 c. Contrast with those in last chapter that had mark of worshipping the beast.

 VI. Three Angels.
 A. Some have found 7 angels in this passage.
 B. First Angel – preaching gospel

 1. Some believe that during the tribulation, the gospel is going to be preached by angels flying through the 
heavens.
 a. Church doesn’t need to be here, angels will be doing the job.
 b. However, God has not chosen to preach the gospel through angels, but through the church.
 c. Angel appeared to Cornelius (who desired the gospel) and didn’t preach it to him. Rather he told him 

where to find a missionary (Peter). Acts 10.
 d. God could have preached the gospel through angels for last 2000 years despite the failure of the church 

if that was His purpose to do so.
 2. This Angel could represent the church
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 a. The word Angel simply means “messenger”.
 b. The gospel is spread through messengers called evangelists.
 c. Fall of Jerusalem was followed by an effort to evangelize the whole world.

 C. Second Angel – announcing Babylon is fallen
 1. First time we see reference to Babylon, but not last (see Ch 16, 17, 18)
 2. Must understand the later chapters to understand this verse.
 3. Two theories about Babylon

 a. Futurist would say it refers to the harlot church at end of the age.
(1) Ecumenicalism
(2) False prophet
(3) Roman Catholic

 b. Preterist would say that Babylon is either Rome or Jerusalem
(1) Jay Adams says it’s the fall of Rome.
(2) Other preterists would see it as Jerusalem.

 c. Later, woman is sitting on beast w/ 7 heads
(1) Rome the city of 7 hills.
(2) Harlot could be Jerusalem whom the beast destroys.
(3) The term “the great city” has implications of Jerusalem (11:8, 17:18)

(a) Spiritually called Egypt and Sodom
(b) Could also be easily called Babylon.
(c) Egypt and Babylon both nations that Jews were in captivity.
(d) Other similarities.

 d. Either case would place the fall in Ancient times. See Chapter 17 for closer examination.
 D. Third Angel – Warnings of worshipping the beast.

 1. Allusion back to Isaiah 34:8-10
 2. In the presence of the holy angels and the Lamb

 a. We’re told elsewhere that the final judgment and sentence is away from the presence of the Lamb (2 
Thes 1:7-10)

 b. Could be the presence of the Lord that destroys them, but most interpret this to mean that it’s away 
from the presence of the Lord.

 c. This could be hyperbole speaking of those who participate in the “worship” of the beast.
(1) Edom (in Isaiah passage) is gone and it’s smoke is not continuing to ascend.
(2) Jerusalem is destroyed and it’s smoke is no longer ascending.
(3) Just saying that the judgment is a permanent judgment.
(4) Blessedness upon the martyrs or any who die.

 3. Martyrs are the focus of much of the book of Revelation (Ch 6, 20, etc.)
 a. Rest from labors
 b. Contrast with those who die in compromise.

 VII.Harvest of the Righteous and the wicked (14:14-20)
 A. Futurists see this as 2nd coming of Christ, or close to it.
 B. Dual Harvest – Antitype of two harvest feasts in Israel.

 1. Earth was reaped in vs. 14 (presumably of it’s grain). Feast of Pentacost was celebrated for the harvest of 
grain. Feast of first fruits.

 2. Earth was again reaped in vs. 19 (presumably of it’s grapes or vintage). Feast of Tabernacles was associated 
with this harvest. Feast of ingathering. Grain harvest (v.14)

 3. Another NT references to this idea (Matt 3:10-12) 
 a. Interesting the tree that is being cut down is a fruit tree with no fruit.
 b. The gathering of the “grain” took place for 40 years after Jesus was crucified until 70AD.
 c. All the good seed in Jerusalem
 d. (They were gathered out of the city in 69AD
 e. (The fruitless vine was then trampled upon by the Romans.

 4. Harvest of the grapes - Clues that this is talking about 70AD
 a. Trampled outside the city (the great city previously mentioned, Bablyon.)
 b. If Babylon is Rome, this doesn’t make sense. If it’s Jerusalem it makes perfect sense.
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 5. 1600 furlongs of blood up to horses bridles.
 a. This happens to be the distance from the Northern to the Southern end of Israel (Dan to Beersheba).
 b. Vine of the earth is being trampled.
 c. Vine is reference to Israel throughout OT (Isa 5:7; Lam 1:15)
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