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Chapter 8-11: The 7 Trumpets

 I. Opening vision (8:2-6)
 A. Angel burning incense is highly symbolic.

 1. Perhaps reason for silence.
 2. Censor was used for burning incense.
 3. Ceremony of burning incense would include:

 a. Worshippers seated in outer court waiting in silence. Called time of prayer, time of incense.
 b. This was the scene in Luke with Zecharias the priest (Luke 1:8-11)

 4. Similar reference to incense back in Ch 5:8-9.
 a. Symbolic of delivering the prayers of saints to God.

 B. Result of the incense (prayers of saints) is the bowl being thrown to the earth.
 1. Imprecatory prayers like the ones we saw under the altar earlier (6:9-11).
 2. Perhaps we are now seeing the fulfillment of that “little while” they were to wait.

 a. The seals have been broken
 b. The book begins to open.
 c. The judgment begins to be executed.
 d. But what was all the activity during the 7 seals?

(1) Could just be parallel visions (same thing). 
(a) All of these things could be describing the judgment of the same period in different ways (7 

seals, 7 trumpets, 7 bowls, etc.)
(b) This would not be unprecedented.

 i. Josephs dreams, Pharoahs dreams, butler and baker, were all given in 2’s (Gen 37 – 41)
 ii. This established the truth of the dreams, but they were said to be one thing by Joseph.

(c) Likewise, Daniel’s visions (one in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream) came in 2’s (Dan 2 and 7)
(2) The seals could have been a preview to the same kinds of things the trumpets describe.

 3. God is responding to the prayers of the saints by judging their persecutors.
 a. God’s will to be done on earth requires either the conversion or the destruction of those who are not 

doing His will.
 b. This goes back to the idea of the trial.

 II. Sounding of the trumpets
 A. Initial Thoughts

 1. The 7 trumpets calls to mind the destruction of Jericho in the book of Joshua.
 a. Marched 7 times around city.
 b. Everyone blew trumpets before the walls came down and they destroyed the city.
 c. Jerusalem is symbolically called Sodom which suggests they are no better than Jericho.

 2. First four trumpets may be a picture of what happened to the land of Israel before the destruction of 
Jerusalem. Wouldn’t be surprising if the Romans did similar things to the cities and town surrounding 
Jerusalem that they did to Jerusalem itself.

 3. Last three trumpets could be seen as a picture of the actual destruction of Jerusalem.
 B. First trumpet: Vegetation burned up (8:7)

 1.  Josephus records the Romans doing this to the Jewish lands (Wars Book 6, Ch 1, para. 1)
 a. This was often done in warfare out of shear malice.
 b. This destroying of all trees was specifically warned against in Deuteronomy.

 2. All the green grass is burned up..literal? Later the locusts are told not to hurt the grass (Ch 9:4).
 3. Later we see all the trees burned up in the 7 bowl judgments.
 4. Hail and fire reminiscent of first plague of Egypt (Ex. 9:23-26)

 a. Fall of Jerusalem is likened to the fall of Egypt in Revelation (Ch11:18).
 b. The plagues of God’s judgment on Egypt are now being used to describe God’s judgment on 

Jerusalem.
 c. Irony is that when He did it to Egypt, it was to save Israel. Now He does it to destroy Israel.

(1) Established the Old covenant first time.
(2) Destroying Old covenant this time and establishing new.
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 C. Second Trumpet: Sea of Blood (8:8-9)
 1. Great Mountain burning with fire and thrown into the sea.

 a. Jesus said the prayer of faith could have moutian thrown into the sea (Matt 21:18-22)
(1) Cursing of fig tree probably represented cursing of Israel.

(a) Most evangelicals agree with this.
(b) Jesus looked for fruit from Israel and found none so he told them they would never produce 

fruit again.
(c) Jesus said the disciples will do that also.
(d) Not by might, but by prayer.

(2) Jerusalem was on a mountain and He was then standing at the foot of it.
 b. Burning mountain seen in the Rev 8 passage is in response to the imprecatory prayers of the saints.
 c. This mountain can be seen as Mt. Zion (Jerusalem).
 d. Not literally thrown into sea.
 e. Figuratively, it was thrown into the ‘sea’, which symbolizes the Gentile world in prophesy. 
 f. Israel was scattered throughout the Gentile world in 70AD, where they still are today.

 2. Third of the sea becomes blood
 a. Josephus, again, has an interesting tale to tell similar to this passage (Wars Book 3, Ch. 10, par. 9)
 b. This happened on the sea of Galilee as the Romans battled the Jews.

 D. Third Trumpet: Bitter Waters (8:10-11)
 1. Wormwood means “bitterness”
 2. When God brought Israel out of Egypt, he turned the waters of Marah sweet by throwing a piece of wood 

in it (Ex 15:22-26)
 a. Here is the exact opposite picture.
 b. The burning of the wood represents judgment since fire is often used as a symbol for that.
 c. Egypt did suffer bitter waters (turned the Nile into blood).
 d. Also, the Jews were not diligent to obey God.

(1) Therefore, they get:
(a) Bondage
(b) Diseases God put on Egypt.

 3. It was often the practice of invading armies to corrupt or stop the water supplies. We don’t know if this 
actually happened in 70AD or not, but it’s not inconceivable.

 E. Fourth Trumpet: Darkness (8:12)
 1. Also like the Egyptian plagues. (Ex 10:21-23)
 2. Third of the sun, moon and stars darkened?

 a. Jesus uses this language in the Olivet discourse
 b. Peter also did on the day of Pentecost
 c. Could be that this means that it’s not the complete judgment, but the beginning of it.
 d. Sun, moon, stars are symbols of fixed points, immovable. Israel thought of itself the same way.

 F. Looked and saw an Eagle
 1. Last 3 trumpets referred to as “woes” (see Rev 9:12)

 a. Woe is opposite of blessed (see Luke 6)
 2. Increased intensity with each successive trumpets
 3. First 4 were less intense, only affected 1/3 of everything (meaning a significant minority).

 a. War of the Jews began up north in the region of Galilee
 b. Took Romans almost 3 years to get as far south as Jerusalem to besiege the city in 70AD.
 c. Bad stuff happened in the land, but it wasn’t that widespread yet.

 4. The woes could be associated with what happened when Jerusalem was under siege.
 G. Fifth Trumpet: Locust Invasion (9:1-12)

 1. Locust plagues were considered devastating and overwhelming in the ancient world.
 a. They don’t kill people, but wreak havoc and are irresistible.
 b. No way to stop it, they come by the billions.
 c. All vegetation is consumed.
 d. Been known to eat non-plant materials (leather water bottles, etc.)
 e. Joel describes Locust plague as a mighty army that cannot be resisted.

 2. Not literal locusts as we would know them
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 a. They attack men, not plants.
 b. They have a king over them. Real locusts have no king (Prov 30:27)

 3. Dispensationalists, (who take it literally) take various approaches to this passage.
 a. Ryrie says it could be a war machine or a UFO invasion.
 b. Others say John saw helicopters or Jets flying in formation in the vision.
 c. All comes out of assumption that we’re reading about the modern times.
 d. If we take a literal interpretation, we’d have to go with the idea that there is an actual bottomless pit 

somewhere that these monstrous bugs will come out of and sting people and torment them for 5 
months.

 e. Like Left Behind series suggests.
 4. One gets the impression that this is a demonic invasion 

 a. Led by Angel of the bottomless pit (Satan)
 b. Abbadon means destruction
 c. Apollyon means destroyer
 d. Come out of the abyss (abode of the demons)
 e. Demons begged Jesus not to send them to the bottomless pit (Luke 8:31)

 5. The are compared to scorpions that torment.
 a. Sting of scorpion is supposed to be a very painful and tormenting thing.
 b. Ancient mind would have understood this to be so.
 c. Jesus said we can step on scorpions and serpents (Luke 10:19-20)

(1) Can’t be literal thing Jesus is describing.
(2) Christians are hurt physically by literal scorpions and serpents.
(3) Jesus may be using this imagery to speak of demons and Satan.
(4) (Demons torment people.

 6. Description of theLocusts
 a. They are described like horses. Considered to be war machines in ancient times.
 b. They have crowns. Speaks of their dominion over peoples lives.
 c. Face “Like men”.

(1) Intelligent beings.
(2) Rational minds.
(3) Not like real locusts.

 d. Hair “Like women”
(1) Seductive. Seducing spirits.
(2) Women did not wear their hair down in ancient times because it was considered seductive.

 e. Teeth like “lions”
(1) Ferocity
(2) Imagery comes from the book of Joel (1:6)

 f. Breastplates of iron (hard metal). Cannot be stopped by human means.
 g. Sound of chariots and many horses. They come in great hoardes invading.

 7. They torment men for five months.
 a. Much speculation about this time period
 b. On view that it’s a 3 ½ year trib, there is no apparent reason 5 months would be fitting.
 c. Some commentators have pointed out that the duration of a locusts life cycle is 5 months. Makes the 

comparison more detailed and paralleled with symbol.
 d. Another view says that this is the duration of the Roman siege. 

(1) The Romans besieged Jerusalem on the 14th of Nisan (Passover). Beginning of April (approx.).
(2) Jerusalem fell on August 6th of the same year.
(3) This makes 4+ months under siege.
(4) To the Jew, any portion of a month is counted as a month.

 8. The Josephus account of the siege and the behaviors of the people in the city during that time would lead 
any logical thinking person to conclude that they were demonized.
 a. Cannibalizing
 b. Fighting against each other although the enemy was outside the walls.
 c. Burning down houses of the opposing faction filled with grain, even though they were starving.
 d. Acting irrationally against their own interests.
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 e. Going house to house killing each other, even stabbing dead bodies for mere pleasure.
 9. So this trumpet might be a vision of Jerusalem itself and not just the outlying areas.

 H. Sixth Trumpet: 200 million horsemen.(9:13-21)
 1. Distinctions from locust invasion:

 a. Locusts came out of the abyss.
 b. These come out of the Euphrates.
 c. Earthly origin rather than hellish origin.
 d. Horses have always been a symbol of battle or war.
 e. These horses are probably the Romans themselves.
 f. Possibly breaking in through the walls.

 2. The fifth and sixth trumpets could be seen as a dual invasion.
 a. The fifth a demonic invasion during the siege.
 b. The sixth an invasion from the Romans.

 3. Came out the Euphrates
 a. Eastern frontier of the Roman Empire.
 b. Most of the troops sent against Jerusalem were sent from this frontier.
 c. Per Josephus and other historians.

 4. 200 million horsemen.
 a. Some take this literal (dispensationalists).

(1) Must be armies of China (according to some)
(2) Population considerations.
(3) Mao Tse Tung said back in the 60’s that he was capable of mobilizing and army of 200 million.
(4) However, there is nothing here to even suggest that it’s China.

 b. Others take this symbolically as other numbers.
(1) Overwhelming hoard of soldiers.
(2) Other parts appear to be symbolic.
(3) Fire and brimstone coming out of their mouths.

 5. Some were not killed during this plague.
 a. Could refer to those who sought to escape during siege.
 b. Many sought to defect to the Romans during the madness that was going on during the siege.
 c. Those inside killed anyone that tried to defect.

 III. Interlude (10:1-11)
 A. We expect a seventh trumpet to sound at this point, but it doesn’t.

 1. We have another interlude that extends through Chapter 10 and into 11.
 B. Introduced to a Second book

 1. This is a little book, no seals.
 2. This book could represent the church age, whereas the first one represented Israel.
 3. The book is opened

 a. No Account Written for Seven Thunders.
(1) John was told to seal that part up.
(2) The 7 sealed book that was talking about the destruction of Jerusalem had to be unsealed and John 

was told not to seal it up because the time is at hand (Rev 22:10)
(3) Maybe John was told to seal up this part of the book because the time was not at hand (just like 

Daniel 8:26). Might be future
 b. Person uttering this vision has one foot on land, and one on the sea.

(1)  Land typifies Israel
(2) Sea typifies Gentile nations.
(3) This may suggest that the vision is now extending outside the land of Israel to include a broader 

Gentile world.
(a) This would be supported by v. 11 “..prophesy against many peoples, nations, tongues, and 

kings…”
(b) In contrast to earlier prophesy that was not about all these, but only Israel.

 c. Vs. 7 states that “in the days” of the seventh trumpet, the “mystery of God” will be finished.
(1) The church is the mystery of God in the NT. (Rom 16:25, Eph 3:3-7, Col 1 and 2)
(2) If true, Jesus would be saying here that things are completely over until the seventh angel sounds.
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(3)  Before that happens, there is an extended period of time during which the “mystery” of God has 
to be completed.
(a) Many nations
(b) (Foot on the sea and the land
(c) Seven thunders to be sealed up. Implies this trumpet not “at hand”

 d. Verse 11: Eating the book
(1) Repeat of Ezekiel 3:3 and 2:10
(2) Hard to say what the sweet in the mouth and sour in the belly mean.

 C. Measuring the temple
 1. Two images in this chapter

 a. One seems connected to 70AD, but looks beyond to the church age
 b. The other is the two witnesses.
 c. Also, allusion to Ezekiel (ch. 40-48)
 d. Man given a reed to measure the temple.

 2. In this passage, John is told to leave out the outer court.
 a. This is given over to Gentiles.

 3. Word for temple in this passage is not the ordinary word. This is the special Greek word for Holy of Holies.
 a. This is where God dwelt Himself
 b. The place  where intimate fellowship with God was possible.

 4. This part of the temple, was to be preserved, the rest was given over to the Gentiles.
 5. The part that was preserved is probably the Spiritual part of the temple

 a. NT uses “temple of God” to describe the church.
 b. Described in Rev 21 in ways reminiscent of the holy of holies.

(1) 1500ft cubed (15ft)
(2) Lit by glory of God

 6. Similar to the sealing of the 144,000 in the interlude in Ch 7.
 a. Symbolically sealed on foreheads in Ch 7
 b. Number symbolically “measured” in this chapter

 7. Church is the true holy of holies.
 D. What about this phrase “Tread the city underfoot for 42 months”?

 1. First time in book we come across this time frame expression.
 a. 3 ½ year period
 b. There are 5 different references to this time found within Ch 11-13.

(1) 42 months (11:2, 13:5)
(2) 1260 days (11:3, 12:6)
(3) Time, times, and half a time. (12:14)

 c. Dispensationalists say that these are two specific 3 ½ year periods back to back.
(1) However, there is no good reason to see that here.
(2) It’s more likely that these are all talking about the same time period.

 d. Preterists tend to see this as the period of the Jewish war.
(1) Beginning in June of 66AD until August 70AD
(2) Almost exactly 3 ½ years (short by a few months)
(3) Also, the time Nero persecuted the church (64 – 68 AD) was approximately 3 ½ years.
(4) The Beast reigns and persecutes church for 3 ½ years.
(5) However, Jerusalem was not trodden under foot for 42 months. Under siege for only 5 months.
(6) Was trodden under foot until the end of the war when they broke through the wall.

 e. Another view (Idealist) would say that the number is figurative.
(1) Supporting cross reference in Luke 21:20-24

(a) What is the “times of the Gentiles”?
(b) Most reasonable explanation is the time that God deals with the Gentiles. Church age.
(c) God has been dealing with Israel up to this point, but now they’re gone.
(d) This has been much longer than 42 months so far.

(2) Therefore, the 42 months could simply be symbolic of the whole church age.
(a) On this assumption, the witnesses, the persecution by the beast etc. all apply to the whole 

church age.
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(b) But why 42 months as a symbol?
 i. Nobody knows how long, not even the Son (Jesus).
 ii. Jesus ministered for 3 ½ years.
 iii. Church’s ministry is a continuation of that.

 E. Two witnesses (11:3-14)
 1. Joshua the High Priest and Zerubabel the governor were called the two olive trees in Zech 4
 2. Witnesses seem to be symbolic

 a. Miracles they perform are like Moses and Elijah.
(1) Two things in common with each.
(2) Elijah called fire from heaven on his enemies (1 Kings).
(3) Elijah caused a 3 ½ year drought (1 Kings).
(4) Moses turned water into blood
(5) Moses smote the world with plagues.

 b. This has led futurists to believe that these are two literal witnesses in the tribulation.
(1) Many even believe that this is actually the real Moses and Elijah.

(a) They would cite Mal 4:5
(b) However, Jesus said that John the Baptist fulfilled this (Matt 11).

(2) Others have felt this is Elijah and Enoch.
(a) They would argue that everyone must die (Heb. 9”27-28)
(b) Elijah and Enoch were only 2 men in bible that didn’t die
(c) So they say that have to come back to die.
(d) However, Paul indicates that not everyone will die. When Jesus comes back, so will be 

transformed without dying. (1Thes 4, 1Cor 15)
(e) No necessity for them to come back and die theologically.

 c. Some Preterists have tried to identify these two as people living in the time of the Jewish war.
(1) James (brother of Jesus), and someone else.

 d. Others (non-futurists) say that this is not two literal people at all, but the church.
(1) Two witnesses were necessary in a court of law to confirm the truthfulness of a testimony.
(2) Some have thought this is referring to the Jewish and Gentile elements of the church.
(3) Some have thought it represented the old and new testaments.
(4) Others would say that there doesn’t have to be a division.  Two witnesses simply confirm 

truthfulness of testimony.
(5) Career is the same length of time that Jerusalem is trampled under by the Gentiles (3 ½ years). 

This could be symbolically speaking of the whole church age.
(a) Christ ministry literally 3 ½ years.
(b) Church (Christ’s ministry extended through church) is symbolically 3 ½ years.

(6) Also, vs. 7 says the beast makes war against them.
(a) You don’t make “war” against two individuals.
(b) Suggest an army. The church is an “army” of sorts.
(c) Engaged in spiritual warfare against the beast and his army.

 3. The power their given seems also to be symbolic.
 a. All power given to law and prophets are now in the church.
 b. Moses and Elijah were the two main miracle workers in the OT.

(1) Exodus and aftermath.
(2) Time of Elijah and Elisha.

 c. Church now has the Spirit of God that worked these miracles in OT.
 d. Ceasing the rain and calling fire from heaven not literal.
 e. Jesus forbade James and John (Luke 9:54-55)

 4. After the Testemony
 a. Beast seems to overcome and kill them.

(1) Bodies is actually singular in the greek.
(2) ptoma (pto'-mah); lifeless body (corpse, carrion).

 b. Jerusalem is the city
 c. 3 ½ days laying in street, etc.

(1) Could be the “little while” of church persecution just before Jesus comes back
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(2) Church driven under ground
(3) Corresponding with Rev 20’s 1000 years. Many parallels
(4) Both speak of an extended period of time of church influence followed by a shorter period of 

church persecution.
(5) Both speak of the rapture when Christ comes back.

 d. “Come up here”
(1) Could be the rapture of the church when Jesus comes back.

 e. Third “woe” did not come quickly after sixth trumpet, but is said to come quickly now.
 F. Seventh Trumpet: Second  coming of Christ? (11:15-19)

 1. Seventh trumpet appears to be the end of the world.
 a. Kingdoms have become ….of our Lord and His Christ etc.
 b. He has taken His power and reigned.
 c. The time of the dead that they should be judged etc.
 d. This taken at face value hasn’t happened yet.
 e. Not inconsistent with Partial-Preterism

(1) Most prets see this also as fulfilled in 70AD
(2) Since Jerusalem fell, the world has become the kingdom of Christ’s domain
(3) Even though they haven’t surrendered, He has all authority on heaven and earth.
(4) Time of the dead to be judged can also mean that they will be vindicated.
(5) David prayed this in Psalm 7:8. David really means vindicate me from my enemies.
(6) This could mean the time when the martyr’s were vindicated.

 2. However, this passage could be talking about the end of the world without doing violence to the preterist 
view up to this point.
 a. Possible that there is a clear dividing point in the book between Chapters 11 and 12.
 b. Chapter 12 begins a new segment of the book and is probably talking about the birth of Jesus again.
 c. Going back to the very beginning of the church age.
 d. Chapters 13 and 14 go over the same material we just covered in the previous segment.
 e. Fall of Jerusalem described again.
 f. Therefore, it could be suggested that Chapters 1-11 make up one prophesy, and Chapters 12 through 22 

make up the same prophesy described differently.
(1) It would be quite logical for the book to focus primarily on the destruction of Jerusalem first.
(2) Then a brief description of the church age.
(3) Then an even briefer description of the second coming.

 g. So it would not be unnatural for John to put the Second Coming of Christ at the end of chapter 11.
 h. Also, the end of Revelation seems to give us a picture of the second coming of Christ (Ch. 20).
 i. We might expect that last trumpet to be talking about the second coming because it would be consistent 

with Paul’s writings (1 Cor 15:52). Even though Paul was not familiar with this vision, God was.
 j. Not unreasonable to suggest that a small part of the book talks about the church age and the end of the 

world
(1) Majority talking about 70AD.
(2) Just a glance of the future.

 k. If the seventh trumpet is end of world, there must be a connecting link between the destruction of 
Jerusalem at the sixth trumpet and the end of the world at seventh. Chapters 10 and 11 could be that 
connecting link.
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