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Chapter 4-7: The seven seal scroll
 I. Opening Vision

 A. John caught up into heaven (Rev 4:1-3)
 1. Dispensationalists view this as a prediction (or picture) of the rapture.
 2. However, John said he was in the Spirit, rapture to take place physically.
 3. In favor of this view, is the reference to the trumpet (like in 1 Thess 4, & 1 Cor 15).
 4. However, we cannot insist on this being so because voices like trumpets are mentioned in different settings 

elsewhere (Rev 1:10-11).
 a. Nobody has ever suggested that we view this as the rapture.
 b. There are many trumpets in the book of Revelation.
 c. It’s not possible to identify any of them, with any degree of certainty, as the last trumpet Paul describes 

in his writings.
(1) Some have tried to identify Pauls trumpet with the last of the 7 trumpets later in this book.
(2) However, Paul had not seen this book when he wrote 1 Corinthians.

 d. Trumpets are just symbols that are used for a number of things in the OT. Main purpose is to get 
attention.
(1) Announce beginning of festivals
(2) Call armies to battle
(3) Mention that the cloud is moving

 5. Dispensationalists also use the “come up here” portion of this to suggest that John’s movements are a type 
of the movements of the church.
 a. However, John’s visions are sometimes seen from heavenly perspective, and sometimes from an 

earthly one throughout the book (see Ch 11, 17)
 b. We don’t expect that that the church will be going up and coming down constantly. 
 c. Artificial, and problematic, to make John a type of the church in this sense.

 6. Not clear what “in the Spirit” is suggesting
 a. Could be that He was full of the Spirit
 b. Could be that He was having some sort of “out of body” experience of sorts.

 7. Not clear what “these things” refers to
 a. Could be these experiences John was going through at the time
 b. Or the “things” he’s just predicted about the churches.
 c. King James simply interprets it as “after this”
 d. In greek is two words: meta tauta.  Meta (met-ah'); a primary preposition denoting accompaniment: 

after, follow, hence, since, next is sequence. Tauta (tow'-tah); such, that, then, these, they, this, those.
 e. Could just means later, or the next thing. Could be, moving on to the next vision, or item of interest.
 f. Nowhere does it state what “these things” are. That gives any interpreter license to suggest any number 

of possibilities (i.e the things of the church in dispensationalism).
 8. One who sat on the throne.

 a. Seeing God on the throne gives reassurance to the presecuted church.
 b. Throne or thrones is mentioned forty times in revelation, fifteen in the rest of the NT.
 c. Jasper is said to be as clear as crystal (Reve 21:11) and is othereise unknown. Probably a diamond 

denoting the purity of God.
 d. Sarduis (or carnelian) is red and many signify war against evil.
 e. Rainbow signifies grace.

(1) Go back to Genesis for assistance (Gen 9:13-16)
(a) The word for “rainbow” in the Genesis passage is the same as a warriors bow.
(b) God was making war with the inhabitants of the earth by sending the flood and now signifies 

with the rainbow that He’s not going to do that anymore with a flood.
(c) As a gun slinger hangs up his guns to kill no more, so God hangs his rainbow to make war 

with the inhabitants of the earth no more by flood.
(2) The green of the emerald is a symbol of God's mercy or grace (Gen 9:12-15).

 B. Tenty-four Elders (4:4-5)
 1. Several scholars believe these to be associated with the 12 patriarchs of OT and the 12 apostles of the NT. 

In support, this passage is used (Rev 21:12-14).
 2. Others feel that these represent the church of all time. OT and NT saints combined.
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 a. Dispensationalists very strong on this point. They say this shows the church in heaven.
 b. Not seen on earth after 4:1, but seen here in heaven.
 c. However, even if this is the church it does not necessitate it being a raptured church in heaven.
 d. There are saints on the earth later in Revelation being persecuted by the beast.
 e. In NT, the saints are the church. Even in Revelation this is so (Rev 19:8-9).
 f. Could mean the church that stands before God, whether on heaven or on earth. (God fills heaven and 

earth). Church is always before Him.
 3. Others feel this conveys idea of Priesthood.

 a. Seen burning incense in chapter 5.
 b. Dressed in white robes, like priests.
 c. Wearing crowns like kings. (royalty)

 4. Others feel this represents the 24 courses of priests that was divided by David.
 a. Too many in David’s day to serve in temple all at once.
 b. (Divided into 24 and took turns.

 5. Jay Adams has suggested they convey nothing in particular but scenery. 
 a. Kind of like a chorus in a greek play

(1) Someone pipes in to make suggestions, carry story forward.
(2) Like the daughters of Jerusalem in Song of Solomon.

 b. Heavenly court. 
 c. Majesty of court is enhanced by the picture of these attendants, etc.
 d. Later on, we also see thousands upon thousands of angels there.

 6. Any of these views are possible, but it is probable that we are looking at a court scene.
 C. Four living creatures (4:6-11)

 1. Similar to creature in Ezekiel 1 and 10
 a. Four creatures, 1 at each wheel of God’s chariot.
 b. Similar animals

(1) Lion
(2) Calf
(3) Man
(4) Eagle

 c. Differences
(1) Ezekiels creatures each had 4 faces, these only have 1 each.
(2) These creatures have 6 wings each,
(3) Ezekiel 6 lists Seraphim that have 6 wings. 
(4) Maybe the symbolism of Cherubim and Seraphim are combined in these creatures.

 2. Some rabbi’s believed that these creatures represent creation.
 a. Four being the number of the earth (4 compass points)
 b. Creatures:

(1) Lion – chief of wild beasts.
(2) Ox - chief of domestic beasts.
(3) Eagle – chief of birds.
(4) Man – chief of all creation.

 c. This was from a commentary on Ezekiel.
 d. Main function is to worship God.

(1) Speak praises.
(2) Sing praises.
(3) Throne attendants in a heavenly court.

 e. Under this view, it the creatures are simply symbolizing all of creation giving glory to God.
 3. They declare Jesus to be the Lord God almighty (4:8-11)

 a. This repeats what Seraphim were saying in Isaiah 6:2-3.
 b. In this passage, the word for Lord is Jehovah God or Yahweh (YHWH).
 c. Three Holy’s

(1) Hebrew literature often did this kind of repeating of something that was emphasized.
(2) Some have suggested that it refers to the Trinity.

 d. Creatures praising God for Holiness, Elders praising Him for His creation.
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(1) Later in Ch 5, a whole bunch of people praise Him for His redemption
(2) So we have three types of praises to God:

(a) His Holiness
(b) His Creation
(c) His Redemption

(3) They do not cease to praise Him?
(a) However, it seems to be intermittent or occasional as evidenced by the elders responding 

every time the creature do that.
(b) Therefore, this must be a symbolic thing rather than something that is literally taking place.

 D. Scroll with 7 seals (5:1)
 1. Some have said with each seal broken, the scroll can be opened partially. Each subsequent seal allows the 

scroll to be opened a little further.
 2. Others have said that all seven seals are along the same rim of the scroll and all seven have to be broken in 

order to see any of it.
 a. Need to change punctuation of verse 1.
 b. Put comma after “inside” instead of “back”.
 c. May not be proper punctuation however because it resembles a scroll that Ezekiel (2:9-10).

 3. We do know that something happens after each seal is broken.
 a. Either the scroll contains only the things listed after the 7th seal is broken
 b. Or each seal reveals a little part of the scroll.

 4. One view says this book is the title deed to the earth.
 a. Vision is in last days of history.
 b. Lamb comes up and takes the book. Jesus re-claiming the book.

 5. Not too easy to interpret the things that are in the book.
 6. Others believe the scroll represents a sentence or a verdict being handed down from the throne (judge)

 a. Courtroom scene.
 b. Sentence is given in sealed book.
 c. John getting there just in time to see the sentence passed down.
 d. But who is the plaintiff and who is on trial?

(1) The saints who have been martyred could be seen as the plaintiffs (6:9-11)
(2) Jesus said something very similar to this in the parable of the widow and the judge (Lk 18:7-8)

(a) Reference to Son of Man coming
(b) Reference to His people crying out to Him day and night.

 e. This vision could be the sentence handed down to those who have slain these martyrs.
 f. The defendants could be seen as those who “dwell upon the earth” (or land)

(1) Whether we see the word as “earth” or “land” makes big difference.
(a) Futurists would favor earth. All martyrs throughout history.
(b) Preterists would favor land. Martyrs in the land of Israel prior to AD70.

(2) Defendants could be seen as the Jews (non-Christian) living before AD70.
(a) Main persecutors of Christians prior to that time (1 Thess 2:14-16)

 7. This could be seen as a judgment passed down upon Jerusalem. Fulfillment is seen in 70AD.
 E. Who is worthy to break the seals (5:2-5)

 1. If judgment upon Jerusalem, than nobody is more worthy than Jesus.
 a. Avenging His own death.
 b. He is without sin.
 c. He can cast the stone others are not worthy to (John 8)

 2. Nobody else was found worthy.
 a. John was upset because here is a righteous judgment of God that couldn’t be executed.
 b. Justice couldn’t be done.
 c. Martyrs couldn’t be avenged.

 F. Lion of the tribe of Judah (5:4-7)
 1. Hearkens back to blessing Jacob pronounced on his sons (Gen 49:9-10)
 2. According to Rabinic tradition, the banner of the tribe of Judah had on it a Lion’s head.

 G. The Root of David (Isa 11:1)
 1. Jesse is David’s father

- 31 -



Four Views of Revelation Class Outline Ray Wimsett

 2. Not exact quote, but same concept.
 H. Said to have prevailed over something.

 1. Conflict not identified, but we can assume.
 a. Jesus said to His disciples in upper room that he has “overcome the world”.
 b. Jesus has beat the devil.
 c. He stands sinless and worthy of making judgment.

 I. Instead of Lion, John sees a lamb.
 1. One of the least intimidating of creatures.
 2. Not only a baby sheep, but one that had been slain.

 a. He was a sacrificial lamb.
 3. To the eye of the inhabitant of heaven, He is a Lion. But to the eye of the man John, He is a lamb.

 a. Jesus seemed meek and harmless on earth.
 b. Spiritually, He was a warrior.

(1) Binding the strong man (Satan) and spoiling his house.
(2) Tearing the devils kingdom apart.

 c. A fierce lion in the spiritual world, but a gentle and meek lamb in the physical.
(1) This was the very thing that conquered the kingdom of darkness violently.
(2) (The devil and demons see Him in this light as well.

 J. Being praised for His redemptive work (5:6-10)
 K. Now joined by a chorus of millions in heaven (5:11-12)
 L. Seven things worthy of: (power, riches, wisdom, strength, honor, glory, blessing).
 M. Now joined by every living thing in creation (5:13-14)

 1. Peak of praise creshendo.
 2. Obviously cannot be literal.

 N. Jesus is Lord over everything in heaven and earth.

 II. Introduction to the 7 seals.
 A. Probable that all 7 seals have to be broken before the contents of it are revealed.

 1. Therefore we don’t really know what’s inside until Ch 8:1 (7 trumpet judgments).
 2. Each time a seal is broken, we get a vision of something significant.

 B. Under the view of this being a court scene where judgment is being handed down against Israel for all the blood 
of the saints shed.
 1. This could be predicting the fulfillment of what Jesus said in Matt 23:31-36 (This happened in 70AD).
 2. Who’s going to be the executioner? Jesus of course.

 a. The Lamb who was slain.
 b. The only one of all of them that didn’t deserve to die.
 c. The only one who can legitimately cast the first stone.

 3. Who is the executed? Nation of Israel.
 4. What is the crime?

 a. Adultery against God.
 b. Killing His servants (the prophets)
 c. Finally, killing His very Son.

 5. Destruction of Jerusalem was the vindication of Christ and the Martyrs.
 a. The wrath of the Lamb.
 b. (All the excitement is about bringing justice to over 4000 years of wrongful persecution of the saints.

 C. Under the futurist view, the breaking of the seals represents the devil having his hay day on the earth and 
wreaking havoc.
 1. However, the devil is not the one ordaining things here. The Lamb is the one who is breaking the seals.
 2. They would see this vision being in the beginning of the 7 year tribulation.

 a. The puzzling thing is that this looks more like the end of the universe if you take it literally.
(1) Great earthquake.
(2) Sun is blackened.
(3) Moon turns to blood
(4) Sky rolls back like a scroll…etc.

 b. As much stuff that happens after this vision, it must not be chronological if we take the futurist 
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viewpoint.
 c. Another problem is that we see all the islands disappearing? (vs 14). However, later in the book they 

all disappear again (16:20)
 d. End of stars, sun, and moon (vs 12). Yet, later only a third of these were affected (8:12-13)

 3. The evidence suggests that the book is not chronological.
 4. The evidence also suggests that the book is not literal but symbolic.

 a. Jesus a lamb
 b. Satan a dragon
 c. City a harlot…etc.

 D. First 4 seals all have something in common…colored horses
 1. Reminiscent of Zech 1:7-11 and 6:1-8. These were scouts sent out by God to survey the world and bring 

back a report.
 2. In the Revelation passage, the horsemen are not just scouting but involved in bringing disaster.
 3. Each time a seal is broken, the creatures say “come” or it can be translated “come and see”.

 a. If “come and see” then words are apparently spoken to John.
 b. Older manuscripts simply say “come” suggesting the creature is speaking to the horse and the horse 

comes out. Most commentators favor this view.
 E. Fifth and Sixth seals are different than the first four. 
 F. Interlude between them the Fifth and Sixth. Entire chapter 7.
 G. Seventj seal begins in Ch 8:1
 H. Josephus works have many parallels with what is recorded in this vision and other visions in the book of 

Revelation.
 1. Josephus not a Christian
 2. He never read the book of Revelation.
 3. If book is describing 70AD (things that must shortly come to pass), then Josephus can help us connect 

prediction and fulfillment.

 III. Opening of the First 4 seals: Four Horsemen
 A. The First Seal - The While Horse - Who is the rider? (6:1-2)

 1. Dispensationalists say this is Antichrist
 a. Last 7 years in history.
 b. Dominated by Antichrist.
 c. This person is conquering, therefore this is him.
 d. This depends on the assumption that there is a future 7 year tribulation and an antichrist that dominates 

the world during that time. This is far from being an established scriptural fact.
 2. Others say the rider is Christ Himself.

 a. Not the Second coming (much too early for that)
 b. Going out to execute the sentence of the court upon Jerusalem in Ch 5.

(1) White Horse here and in Ch 19, which nobody questions is Jesus.
 c. Objections by dispensationalists are that this cannot be the Jesus as in Ch 19 because here He is 

pictured conquering with a sword out of His mouth. This one has a bow. This may be splitting 
hairs….He’s conquering is the bottom line.

 d. To say Jesus has a bow is supported in OT as well (Ps 45:3-5)
(1) This is a Messianic Psalm quoted as such in Hebrews Ch 1
(2) Also in Habbakuk (8-11)

(a) This is prediction of the fall of Jerusalem by Bablyon.
(b) Figurative description of the destruction by Nebuchadnezzar.

 i. Resembled the destruction in 70AD in many ways.
 ii. God said to be the one doing it.

(c) Notice the similar apocalyptic language and terms used. It wouldn’t be too far fetched to say 
that this imagery is also being used in Revelation to talk about a similar event (70AD).

 e. Going out conquering and to conquer
(1) Jesus said it earlier in 3:21
(2) Word for “overcame” is same in this passage as “conquer” in Ch 6:2
(3) Likewise “prevailed” is the same word (5:5-6)
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(4) Since Jesus is already said to have overcome, prevailed, or conquer and is sitting on His throne, 
this is another way to identify this one as Him.

 B. The Second Seal - The Red Horse (6:3-4)
 1. Takes peace from the earth (or land).

 a. Again, the translation depends on whether this is universal, or localized in Israel.
 b. Jerusalem and Israel had enjoyed the benefits of the Roman peace for a long time (Pox Romana).

(1) In 66AD, the Jews revolted which sparked the Roman/Jewish war.
(2) The Jews lost.

 2. Not only did Jews lose to the Romans, they were also fighting among themselves as Josephus records in 
great detail (War of the Jews Book 2, Ch. 18, para. 2)

(1) Even while under siege by the Romans, 3-4 warring factions within the Jews themselves.
 C. The Third Seal – The Black Horse (6:5-6) 

 1. Scales in his hand
 a. Denarius was one day’s wages for the average worker
 b. You’d have to work all day just to earn enough bread for one person to stay alive. If he had a family to 

support, he’d have to buy cheaper grain.
 c. Talking about scarcity.
 d. In famines, food is at a premium
 e. In a siege, part of the strategy is to starve the people.
 f. In depression, and in WW2 Germany, it’s been said that you had to take a wheel barrow full of money 

to the store just to buy a loaf of bread.
 2. Josephus, again, describes similar conditions (Wars of the Jews, Book 5, Chapter 10, para. 2)

 a. This passage shows how they ate on the run so no one could snatch what little they had away.
 b. Other times Josephus describes people eating their children since they were so starved.
 c. Other times he describes people breaking into any house with sealed windows and doors because they 

suspected people eating inside. Killing the people, ripping food out of their throats etc.
 3. Do not harm the oil or the wine

 a. Some believe that this calamity will come upon them during the harvest of grapes and olives, etc.
(1) No shortage of those, but the grain needed to sustain life was gone.
(2) Oil and wine are luxuries, can’t live on them exclusively.

 b. However, some believe otherwise because of another passage in Josephus (Wars of the Jews, Book 5, 
Chapter 13, para. 6)
(1) This passage shows that some Jews were misusing the sacred oil and wine.
(2) He says that the generation that came under Roman judgment were worse than those of Sodom.
(3) He compares them to the people of the flood and Cora’s rebellion (Jude 4, 10-11)
(4) Also, Jesus likened His coming to those of the days of Noah in the Olivet discourse. He said it 

would be more tolerable for Sodom than Jerusalem.
(5) Interesting fact that Josephus had no knowledge of any of these statements.
(6) Most interesting, is that this Jew named John, plundered the temple of the sacred vessels of wine 

and oil. Justified by saying we’re fighting for God so we should live off of temple things.
(7) (Some have felt that this is what is meant by “do not harm the oil and wine”, that although there is 

great shortage, don’t touch the sacred things of God.
 D. The Fourth Seal – The Pale Horse (6:7-8) 

 1. Pale in the greek is actually light green.
 a. Sickly is the impression we get here.
 b. Once again, we see the word “earth” and we have to decide global or local.

(1) One thing would be the sources of death. How are a forth of the people killed?
(a) Sword
(b) Hunger
(c) Famine
(d) Death (or pestilence)
(e) Beasts of the earth

(2) Sounds very much like Ezekiel’s sore judgements on Jerusalem (Ezek 14:21) which was 
predicting a local judgment from the Babylonians.

(3) There was a massive death toll in Jerusalem in the Jewish War because of these things. (See 
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Josephus: “War of the Jews” Book 5, Chapter 12, Para 3 and 4 and Chapter 13, para 7)
 2. Death and Hades followed…It’s probable that a fourth is symbolic number to illustrate a significant 

minority.

 IV. Opening of fifth and sixth seals: Martyrs and cosmic disturbances (6:9-17)
 A. Fifth seal gives us an entirely different scene altogether.

 1. The souls of the martyrs are probably seen under the altar because that’s where the blood of the sacrificial 
animals was drained in OT.

 2. Souls crying out for vengeance.
 a. Nature of imprecatory prayers

(1) Concerned that evil is running rampant and unstopped.
(2) All Christians wish for end of abuses taking place in the world. 

 b. God waits because once He does take vengeance, that is the end of opportunity for repentance.
 c. However, judgment on the wicked is better than suffering for the innocent.
 d. Vengeance and it’s timing belong to God (Duet 32:35; Rom 12:19-20; Heb 10:30).
 e. Notice they were told it would be a “little while” more.

(1) Consistent with other time references in the book.
(2) Whatever is going to take place has a near fulfillment (not 2000 years off).

 f. Apparently martyrs were still being added to their number (vs 11). Shows that even though these 
earlier judgments have come upon wicked it has not stopped them completely.

 B. Sixth seal (and what follows in ch. 7) is what most suports a 70AD fulfillment in this vision.
 1. Large number of images taken from other parts of the bible.
 2. Isaiah 13:10

 a. Sun darkening
 b. Moon becomes blood
 c. Stars falling
 d. This was a prophesy against Bablyon in pre-Christian times. 

 3. Ezekeial 32:7-8
 a. God’s going to put their lights out.
 b. This was a prophesy against Egypt (using Bablyon as His tool for judgment)

 4. Matthew 24:29
 a. Likewise, Jesus used same language in Olivet discourse about lack of light.

 5. Other prophets use this imagery as well
 a. Joel Ch 2, for example, uses imagery of moon turning to blood. Peter quotes this as having it’s 

fulfillment at the time of Pentecost (Acts 2:15-21)
(1) This “Day of the Lord” is most probably the same day spoken of in Malachi 4:5
(2) Since John the Baptist was Elijah (according to Jesus), the great anddreadful  day of the LORD 

was probably 70AD.
(3) Peter included the part about the day of the Lord suggesting that it was coming soon as well.

 6. Fig tree dropping it’s figs.. Heaven rolled up like a scroll…stars falling..etc (v 13-14)
 a. More apocalyptic imagery of cosmic disturbances associated with the fall of Empires.
 b. Taken directly and deliberately from a prophecy which is ostensibly against Edom in Isa 34:14. Many 

factors in this chapter suggest it’s not really Edom but Jerusalem symbolically being called by the 
name of an unclean and wicked nation to demonstrate that Jerusalem was no better than they.

 c. This idea also supported in Revelation 11:8.
 d. And again, this comparison is also made in Isaiah 63 where Jesus is treading out the grapes in the 

winepress.
 e. Whether we say this about Jerusalem or Edom, it has to be past. Edom is extinct. (since 1st century).

 7. Hiding in caves and mountains
 a. Josephus records something similar to this in Wars of the Jews Book 6, Chapter 7, Para. 3
 b. The original passage comes from Isaiah 2:19. This was a prophecy of the destruction of Jerusalem 

under the Babylonians.
 c. Hosea had a similar prophecy (10:8). This was predicting the destruction of Israel by Assyria.
 d. More closely related is a statement by Jesus Himself in Luke 23:27-31.

(1) The green wood is Jesus.
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(2) The dry tree is Israel.
(3) Telling these women to worry for themselves and their children. Why weep for their children?

(a) Because they would later eat them as Josephus records.
(b) Or watch them die by the sword.

 e. Very strong argument for a 70AD fulfillment.
 f. As if it were deliberately repeated from the mouth of Jesus in this passage.

 8. The great day of His wrath….who is able to stand?
 a. Rhetorical question implying nobody. But that is not correct.
 b. Answer is in Chapter 7 during the interlude.
 c. The remnant will stand (symbolically 144,000)
 d. Those who are on His side will stand.
 e. This is very close to a quote from Malachi 3:1-2.

 V. The interlude: Chapter 7
 A.  Don’t do anything until we’ve sealed the servants of God (vs. 1-3)

 1. Four corners of earth (or land). 
 a. Earth doesn’t have corners, but the land of Israel did.
 b. Earth is contrasted with sea so “land” is probably best translation.

 2. Four angels holding back 4 winds.
 a. Withholding judgment until the righteous are identified.
 b. Sealing on foreheads is an allusion to a parallel situation in Ezekiel 9:2-4
 c. After everyone was marked, the six men began slaughtering all the wicked people in the city according 

to this vision.
 3. Mark on forehead is not literal.

 a. John and Ezekiel both saw these things in visions.
 b. God has his brand on His people.

(1) The blood of Christ.
(2) Just like in the Exodus account of the plague of the first born.

(a)  Angel passed over houses with blood on the doors.
(b) This was a literal type to depict a spiritual truth.
(c) God will not destroy the righteous with the wicked in His judgments.

 i. Refer to story of Abrahams’ conversation with God over Sodom’s destruction in Gen 18
 ii. God made provisions for His people to be spared in 70AD.

(d) Referred to again in  9:4.
 4. Shows that there is no need for the church to be removed for God to judge the inhabitants of the land.

 a. Dispensationalists often say that God has not appointed us to wrath and therefore we must be removed 
(raptured) first.

 b. However, many parts of this book show that believers are in the world while all of this is going on. 
(even if it were about a future trib).
(1) Judgments not poured out on believers in this book.
(2) All the Christians escape this judgment.

 B. Two groups that John sees in this vision
 1. Some people believe John is describing the same group of people in two different ways. However, John 

goes out of his way to say they are not the same.
 2. First group is large but numbered

 a. 144,000
(1) Symbolic number most likely.
(2) 12 stands for the people of God generally (tribes of Israel). 144,000 = 12 x 12,000

 b. JW’s see their leaders as the 144,000
 c. Other cults also id their group with this passage.
 d. Most common way to interpret this is how the dispensationalists do:

(1) 144,000 is the literal number of actual Jews that get saved in tribulation.
(2) Jewish evangelists

(a) Hal Lindsay says the are “Jewish Billy Grahams”
(b) Some even suggest that they will be more effective in evangelizing the world in 7 years than 

- 36 -



Four Views of Revelation Class Outline Ray Wimsett

the church was in 200 years.
(3) However not that much is said about them here so anything else is speculation.

(a) They are sealed
(b) They break down into 12 groups of 12,000 from each tribe.

 e. Same group mentioned in 14:1-5 which gives us more information about them.
(1) They follow the lamb (Christ) wherever He goes. (Jewish Christians).
(2) They are virgins

(a) Cannot be reference to literal virginity.
 i. In Revelation, Harlotry and adultery refers to spiritual unfaithfulness to God.

• Babylon is mother of Harlots (ch 17)
• Kings have committed fornication with her. (can’t have sex with a city)
• In OT, God accused Israel of spiritual adultery when people worshipped idols.

(b) If this were talking about literal virginity, it would suggest that this is required for salvation.
(c)  If virginity were required, Christians couldn’t marry. Paul calls it doctrine of demons 1 Tim 

4:1-4)
(3) Without fault before the throne (v. 5). Christians are without fault before God because of Christ.
(4) In their mouth was no deceit. Same expression found elsewhere in John 1:47-48.
(5) They are redeemed from among men.

(a) God has bought these people.
(b) Again, suggesting these are Christians.

(6) First fruits to God and to the Lamb.
(a) First fruits were the first portion of grain to be harvested. Church age is a harvest.
(b) First fruits would then be those who were chronologically first in being harvested.
(c) Strongly suggests that these are early Jewish Christians (First century), not last days ones.
(d) James uses similar language in his epistle James 1:1; 1:18)
(e) All the first Christians were Jews.

 i. Jesus was a Jew
 ii. The 12 were Jews.
 iii. The 120 in the upper room.
 iv. The 3000 at Pentecost
 v. The church grew for the First few years by converts that were all Jews.

(f) With God adding daily to their number, it’s not unreasonable to assume the number swelled to 
hundreds of thousands by the time Gentiles came in to the church.

(g) Jews were the only ones evangelized at that time until God opened Peter’s eyes at the 
household of Cornelius to accept gentiles in also.

(h) First century Jews are the “first fruits” in this passage therefore.
(i) 144,000 symbolic number to represent all the converted Jews in the land at that time (which 

was a very large number).
 f. In Context of Chapter 6 (destruction of Jerusalem in 70AD) Who’s going to survive this?

(1) The believing remnant will (and did)
(2) Eusebius in “Ecclesiastical History” of the year 300 said that tust prior to the destruction of Israel, 

an oracle (prophetic word) was given to the church in Jerusalem and they left the city…all of 
them.

(3) Fled to a trans-Jordanian region called Pella where they were preserved.
 C. Second group is innumerable (v.9)

 1. All nations, tribes, and peoples, etc. (gentiles)
 2. Jews were first to be evangelized, but after the Gentiles came into the church, their numbers began to 

become innumerable.
 3. Where did they come from? Sir you know…

 a. Allusion to Ezekiel’s dry bones (37:3-4)
 b. Come out (or coming out) of the Great tribulation (vs. 14)

(1) Probably the same Great Trib that Jesus spoke of in the Olivet discourse (Matt 24:15-21).
(a) Term only used these two times in the bible.
(b) To happen shortly after Jerusalem surrounded by armies in Luke’s version (Luke 21:10-23).

(2) Tribulation simply means trouble.
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(3) Revelation seems to be expanded version of Olivet discourse.
(4) Brings us back to seeing this as a 70AD fulfillment.
(5) Problem with seeing this as Gentiles killed during that time. Mostly Jews died in that war.
(6) However, as a result of that tribulation, there were many Gentiles converted.

(a) When Christianity was centered around the temple and Jerusalem (First 40 years), it was not 
as an attractive of religion for them. Most gentiles had prejudice against Jews.

(b) Most gentile evangelism happened after this destruction.
 i. Christianity seen largely independent of Judaism.
 ii. There were many Gentiles converted before then, but we don’t know how big the 

churches were at that time.
 iii. Probably very small gentile groups.

 c. Washing their garments white by washing in blood (vs. 14)
(1) Obviously symbolic.
(2) Talking about their character or their life as their robes.
(3) Similar in Ch. 19:7-9
(4) Lives and souls are clean before God because of the blood of Jesus.

 d. Before throne of God and serve in His temple.
(1) Temple always depicted as the church in the NT.
(2) Jesus and the Father come to the believer to make a home with him/her, not in heaven (John 

14:21-24)
 e. Neither hunger nor thirst. (vs. 16)

(1) Not literally a physical hunger and thirst (Matt 5:6)
(2) Jesus said to be in their midst to shepherd them (John 10:11)
(3) Living fountains of waters. This out of gospel of John also (John 4:10-11; 4:13-14; 7:37-39).
(4) No more hunger and thirst is not to be taken literally but spiritually.

 f. Wipe away every tear. (vs. 17)
(1) Christians do cry sometimes. However, Jesus said we will be conforted (Matt 5:4).

(a) a. Jesus comforts those who mourn.
(2) Like wise, Paul said to comfort one another with our hope (1 Thess 4:13)

(a) Unimaginable how those with no hope even endure a loss of a loved one.
(3) Christians don’t sorrow like the unbelievers, we have hope.

 g. Sun shall not strike them, nor any heat (vs. 17)
(1) Not exactly sure what this means, but language comes from Isaiah 49:10

(a) Speaks of God keeping His people (sheep) safe.
(b) Elsewhere, the bible speaks believers dwelling in shadow of God (Ps. 91:1-2)
(c) God protects us from dangers (elements symbolically used).

 h. Gentiles referred to as sheep here. Also in John’s gospel (John 10:16)
(1) Jesus revealed that Gentiles will become a part of His flock also.
(2) This group of innumerable Gentiles seen in Rev 7 is also a part of this one flock.

 VI. The Seventh seal is broken (8:1)
 A. After all the excitement with the First 6 seals, we only get silence when the Seventh is broken.
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