
Four Views of Revelation Class Outline Ray Wimsett

Chapter 2 and 3: Seven letters to seven churches

 I. Letters follow a certain pattern. There are 7 features in each of the letters.
 A. Addressee is named (angel of church of..)
 B. Christ describes Himself as sender. (borrows imagery from Ch1 in most)
 C. Commendation. 5 of the 7 He has something good to say before He says something bad. Sardis and Laodicea 

are the exceptions. Nothing good to say.
 D. Complaint (I have this against you). Smyrna and Philidelphia are exceptions.
 E. Call to repentance. Except Smyrna and Philidelphia which has not complaints.
 F. Call to hear what the Spirit says to the churches.
 G. To him that overcomes….

 II. Church at Ephesus – Rev 2:1-7
 A. Not political capital of region, but the largest and most important city.

 1. Had temple of Diana (Artemus). 
 2. Idol of this goddess that was one of the 7 wonders of the world. 
 3. Alleged that this idol fell down from heaven. Possibly a meteor that had been carved into an idol. 
 4. See Acts 19 for more info about this temple and idol.

 B. Paul founded church of Ephesus. Others that ministered there were:
 1. Priscilla and Aquilla
 2. Apollos
 3. John spent final years there (according to tradition)
 4. Timothy (after Paul was no longer there)

 C. In their favor
 1. Labor
 2. Patience
 3. Intolerant of evil
 4. Tested/rejected false apostles

 a. Paul admonished them to do so in Acts 20. Apparently they took that to heart.
 b. A century later, Ignatius wrote letter to Ephesus commending them on their zeal for the truth.

 5. Perseverance
 6. Hate deeds of Nicolaitans. Two theories on who were Nicolaitans

 a. Some say it’s a combination of two words:
(1) Nicos – domination or dominion
(2) Laos – people; lay people
(3) In other words, a division of the church into clergy and laity where the former lords over the latter.
(4) Probably not correct. It seems again to be from protestent reaction to Catholic Church

 b. Some believe it’s talking about an apostate deacon (Nicolas)
(1) Some Early church fathers said it was a cult originated by a man named Nicolas.
(2) One of the 7 deacons in Acts 6:4-7. According to tradition.
(3) He had become a Gnostic type cult heretic later.

(a) Anti-nomian – You can do whatever you want to and still be saved.
(b) Proselyte from Antioch, may not have been favorable towards Jewish laws.

 c. Not sure what the Nicolaitan doctrine was, but we may have a hint in Rev 2:14-15. This was stuff that 
the Gnostics also taught.

 D. Against them - Left first love. What is this love? For God or for others?
 1. Compare Mary and Martha. Can get so busy doing the things for God, that we forget to love Him and His 

people. Religious machinery of church set in motion.
 2. Jesus said in Olivet discourse (Matt 24:12) And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will  

grow cold. Apparently this happened to this church. Not because of the their lawlessness, but lawlessness in 
general.

 3. Easy for us to fall into. 
 a. New believers tend to have spontaneous works of love.
 b. Over time can lapse into a religious routine such as:
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(1) Mechanical tithing (Mt. 23:23)
(2) Certain amount of time for Bible study.
(3) Doing good things, but for different reasons than before.
(4) Convince yourself being “spiritual” can replace love as motivation.
(5) Zeal for truth teaching can easily slip into an uncharitable attitude toward others

 E. Told to repent and do first works
 1. They didn’t have a shortage of works.
 2. But works are without love is worthless (I Cor. 13:1-3)
 3. Jesus telling them to exhibit love in what they do

 F. Threatened to have lampstand removed.
 1. Christ is dwelling, in the midst of the churches.
 2. He will leave their midst and no longer dwell within them.

 G. Let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.
 1. Churches is plural here. All churches take heed, not just Ephesus.

 a. No room for a introverted church
 b. Need to know what God is saying to other churches

 2. Jesus said this same thing during earthly ministry as well.
 H. To him who overcomes…

 1. Promises to overcomers are images taken from the last chapters of book.
 2. New heavens, earth, paradise, tree of life.
 3. Word paradise is from a Persian word meaning “pleasure park”. Came to mean heaven.
 4. Tree of life not to be taken literally in this book (represents eternal life)
 5. Like Images of Christ at beginning of letters taken from vision of Ch1.
 6. Suggests that not everyone in the church will overcome
 7. Probably meaning to overcome the world (John 16:32-33; 1 John 5:5)
 8. However, later it speaks of believers overcoming Satan (Rev 12:11)
 9. Could simply mean sin (lovelessness)

 I. If not , He will remove their lampstand
 1. Turkey today has very few churches
 2. Some of these were major churches in that region
 3. It appears lampstands were removed.

 III. Church of Smyrna
 A. Ancient city, one of the oldest in Asia.

 1. Still exists today
 2. Still has a congregation of believers there
 3. Most of area is now Islamic

 B. One of two of the seven churches not told to repent of something. Philadelphia is the other.
 C. One of the shortest letters. Jesus doesn’t have much bad to say about them.
 D. Suffering church

 1. Largest Jewish population of the 7 cities.
 2. Apparently Jews were creating problems for the church here.

 E. Later, Polycarp was the bishop of this church.
 1. Polycarp was a disciple of John.
 2. Probably during early 2nd century

 F. Jesus introduces Himself as He “who was dead, and came to life”
 1. Could correspond with His instruction to them in vs 10. “Be faithful until death, and I will give you the 

crown of life.”
 2. Hint that church was facing real persecution and would face even greater persecution in the near future (vs 

10).
 G. Tribulation for ten days.

 1. Only place in bible that any specific length of time is affixed to a period of tribulation.
 2. Dispensationalists identify this time to be referring to the church right after age of the apostles (100AD – 

303AD)
 3. Persecuted by 10 emperors. (10 days referring to the 10 emperors). Interesting that this interpretation comes 
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from those that insist on a “literal” interpretation of this book.
 4. The ten days could refer to a unspecified period of time;

 a. Long enough to be annoying
 b. Short enough to be tolerable.
 c. It would be very unpleasant to spend 10 days in jail, but something that could be endured.

 H. Synagogue of Satan is said to be their perscecutors.
 1. Jewish population of the city.
 2. Agents of Satan “Devil is about throw…”
 3. We know from other sources that the Jewish leaders were frequently instigators in stirring up the Roman 

officials to persecute Christians (Gospels, Acts, etc).
 I. Jesus knows their poverty, but says their “rich”

 1. Physically poor, spiritually rich
 2. Contrast with the church of Laodicea who were physically rich, but spiritually poor.
 3. This makes it clear that financial prosperity is not a sign of God’s approval (James 2:5).

 J. The second death
 1. Not yet been explained
 2. Lake of fire (Ch20:5-6, 15)

 K. Faithful until death
 1. Physical death
 2. Not promising them deliverance from death
 3. Is promising that if they remain faithful, they will escape the 2nd death.
 4. Persecutors will live longer in this world, but won’t escape the 2nd death.
 5. Physical death is not to be avoided by compromising the faith. More important to avoid sin (Mt. 16:25).

 IV. Church of Pergamos
 A. Culturally a hostile environment to Christianity.

 1. Political power - Provincial capital of Asia (Roman province)
 2. Military power – Hosted a Roman garrison
 3. Renowned for it’s buildings
 4. Temple to Esclassias

 a. Pagan god of healing.
 b. Lourdes of ancient world.
 c. Associated with miraculous healings.
 d. Demonic power manifested there
 e. “Where Satan’s throne is” (vs 13) could be referring to this.

 5. Temple to Caesar
 a. First city to erect temple to Caesar Augustus
 b. Emperor worship had some of it’s beginnings here.
 c. Also may be a reference to “Satan’s throne”

 6. Library with over 200,000 volumes
 a. In days without printing presses (very expensive). 
 b. Largest in world except Alexandria Egypt.
 c. Library suggests a lot of intellectual emphasis

 B. Antipas
 1. Only reference to him
 2. Apparently put to death by authorities for some reason.
 3. Church was unshaken
 4. Compare with Stephen’s stoning in Acts.

 a. Spurred a great persecution of the church, led by Saul
 b. May have done similar thing in Pergamos.
 c. This would be virtuous to the church there.

 C. A few things against this church.
 1. Those that held to the teaching of Balaam

 a. Eat food sacrificed to idols
 b. Sexual immorality
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 c. Sought to curse Israel, but was not permitted by God to do that.
 d. Balaam then tried to get Balaak (king of Moab) to entice Israel into sexual immorality to get God to 

curse them.
 2. Those that hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitans
 3. The church hasn’t drifted away, but some had and the church apparently tolerated the intolerable.

 D. I will come to you quickly and will fight against them
 1. Not against His own people, but the ones who drifted.
 2. Every church is mixture of true and false believers
 3. Not our duty to decide who is and isn’t
 4. But is churches duty to recognize sin and heresy and deal with it.

 E. All these churches, are still called churches with lampstands, even those He had nothing good to say about.
 1. Even the bad ones had a few overcomers.
 2. Wherever there are two or more true believers, there is a church.

 a. Even when the church as a whole has become apostate or carnal.
 3. Some of them were even told that their lampstands would be removed.

 F. The sword of Jesus’ mouth
 1. Presumably His word.
 2. Ministry of His word will weed out the bad.

 G. What does the church have to repent of?
 1. They tolerated these heresies and didn’t deal with it. 

 a. Paul spoke of a similar situation in 1 Cor 5 and instructed them to put the person out of the church for 
gross sexual immorality.

 b. If they don’t handle it, Jesus says he’ll handle it Himself. Not clear what form that would take.
 c. Don’t fear the Roman sword, but the sword of Jesus.

 H. Two promises to overcomers
 1. Hidden manna to eat

 a. Probably an allusion to the manna hidden in the ark of the covenant in the golden pot.
 b. Tradition among Jews that Jeremiah would appear at the beginning of the Messianic age and bring out 

the manna from the golden pot to distribute among the people for a Messianic feast.
 c. Jesus not confirming tradition to be true.
 d. Saying if you avoid the idol feasts, you’ll participate in the Messianic feast. (John 6:33-41)

(1) Jesus is the manna.
(2) Gives them choice, idol feasts or Him.

 2. White stone with a new name on it. Different opinions on what this meant in those days.
 a. Some say that it is like the key to a city, like a backstage pass.

(1) Pass to certain functions in the city.
(2) Possibly a pass to an idol’s feast.
(3) Jesus could be saying that I’ll give you the stone that admits you into my feast.

 b. Another possibility is that it is a comparison to the Olympic games
(1) A runner in would receive white stone upon winning a race.
(2) He would later trade it in for a crown wreath.
(3) Jesus could be saying if you run the race until the finish, I’ll give you a white stone that you can 

trade in later for a crown.
 c. Another possibility is that it is a comparison to a Roman court of law

(1) Roman judges would (according to some commentators)
(a) Hand defendant black stone for conviction.
(b) White stone would mean aquittal or pardon.
(c) Possible that Antipas was handed a black stone and put to death.

(2) Jesus saying that Roman courts may give you a black stone, but I’ll give you a white stone.

 V. Church at Thyatira
 A. Longest letter of the 7
 B. Although He has mostly good things to say about the church, the thing He hates about them is their tolerance of 

Jezebel and her teaching.
 1. Not everyone followers of hers, but they tolerated it.
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 2. Jezebel seems to be a reference to some woman in the church teaching the same Antinomianism that was 
taught in Pergamos.

 3. These were the great temptations for early Christians
 a. Roman world was full of idolatrous temples and worship.
 b. The great social events were conducted as feasts to certain idols.
 c. Christians were being asked to give up much of their social lives.
 d. Fornication was often a part of idol worship.

(1) Temple prostitutes.
(2) Also just a way of life for that time, just as it is becoming now in our own Pagan culture.
(3) Only Judeo-Christianized cultures frown upon fornication.
(4) Roman world had no stigma attached to fornication.
(5) People have same desires as now, but no reason not to do it.

 4. Gave her a chance to repent.
 a. She doesn’t take advantage of it.
 b. Jesus doesn’t just throw you away when you sin

(1) Gives you space to repent first.
(2) Brings conviction.
(3) Don’t wait for judgment to come and then repent.

 c. Threatens to kill her and her children (vs 23)
 5. This church obviously did not have the correct idea of grace.

 a. They probably thought that tolerating this teaching was showing a superior notion of God’s grace.
 b. Not licentiousness
 c. Church of Corinth had this same problem (1 Cor. 5:1-2)
 d. One of the ploys of Satan to get people to do what is immoral is to suggest that it’s more spiritual. That 

you understand Grace better.
 e. R.B. Thieme of modern day is like this.

(1) Considered a Christian by most.
(2) Hal Lindsay even dedicated a book to him as his “spiritual father”.
(3) Followers of this guy typically sin a great deal as a way to demonstrate grace.

(a) Smoke, drink, party, blaspheme, swear.
(b) Act carnal to show that their not caught up in any religious legalism.
(c) Calls it “super-grace”

 i. When you really understand the grace of God, you realize that nothing you do matters.
 ii. Trying to live a holy life or avoid sin is merely a demonstration that you don’t know what 

grace is.
 iii. This is identical to anti-nomianism in ancient times.

(d) This to their minds is a superior grasp of Christianity.
 f. She was apparently calling these things the “deep things of God”.

(1) Jesus calls them the “depths of Satan” in vs. 24.
 6. Woman’s name was probably not really “Jezebel” but symbolic of OT Jezebel.

 a. Unlikely that anyone would name their child Jezebel after the historic Jezebel.
 b. Jezebel re-introduced Baal worship to Israel (1 Kings 16:31)

(1) Baal worship itself brought immorality.
(2) There wasn’t an outright statement of her immorality, but there were hints of it.

 C. Eyes like fire and feet like fine brass.
 1. He can see right through anyone and their heart.
 2. Is capable of bringing judgment upon anyone.

 a. “Trample” them like grapes in the winepress of the wrath of God.
 D. Those that teach that this is a church age in history believe:

 1. Pergamos was the Imperial church flirting with the world
 2. Thyatira was the papal church living in outright immorality.
 3. There was a great deal of immorality at this time

 a. In dark ages in was called the “reign of the harlots”
 b. One pope was a woman in disguise
 c. Many involved in homosexual relationships.
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 d. One pope was killed in bed by a jealous husband who found him with his wife.
 4. The problem with this theory is that you can find this example at any time in church history.

 a. Church has always had immoral leaders in it.
 b. Artificial likenesses.
 c. All characteristics of these churches have existed in the church at every age in history.
 d. At what point in time was there not persecution, immorality, compromise, etc.?

 E. Jesus says that those who have not known this doctrine, He puts upon them no other burden.
 1. Church in general is doing pretty good.
 2. But don’t tolerate this woman anymore.

 F. To those that overcome…
 1. Give nations to rule with rod of iron.

 a. This is what was given to Jesus by the Father (Ps. 2:8-9). 
 b. Jesus is allowing overcomers to reign with Him.

 2. Give them the morning star.
 a. Jesus called the morning star later (Rev. 22:16-17)
 b. Give the believer Himself
 c. Peter said the same (2 Peter 1:19)
 d. Christ’s own likeness or image coming forth in us.

 VI. Church of Sardis
 A. Only good thing He has to say about the church is that they have a reputation for being alive

 1. But He says they’re really dead. (name is undeserved)
 2. Probably had full calendar of programs and events, but they were spiritually dead.
 3. Most churches are marked as alive by these types of things, but Jesus marks them differently.

 B. A few names that have not defiled their garments.
 1. Almost every church has a believing remnant in it, even the worst of them.

 C. Sardis was the capital of an old country that had been called Lydia.
 1. Famous for production of red dye and woolen goods.
 2. Could be why he makes reference to overcomers walking before Him in white garments

 a. His people will be different (Isa. 1:18)
 b. Sin stains, cannot wash it out.
 c. Jesus can make it white.

 3. Twice in this city’s history, it had fallen to conquerors because someone had fallen asleep on their watch.
(1) Cyrus – 549BC
(2) Antiochus the great – 218BC (not Antiochus Epiphanes)
(3) Jesus says “watch” or I will come on to you like a thief

 D. Promise to overcomers
 1. Will not blot name out of book of life (vs. 5)

 a. Name not in book of life gets you thrown into Lake of Fire (Rev 20:15)
 b. Jesus told disciples to rejoice that their names are written in heaven (Luke 10:19-20)
 c. Daniel also prophesied about it (Dan. 12:1)
 d. Book is figurative of God’s knowledge of those who are saved (God doesn’t need books of course).
 e. This statement implies that your name can be blotted out and will be if you don’t overcome.

(1) Calvinists (who hold to the Perseverance of the saints doctrine) will refute this by saying that the 
text doesn’t say that anyone will be blotted out, only that it won’t be. Doesn’t imply that it would 
be otherwise.

(2) However, what would be the point of the promise if that were true?
(a) Name can’t be blotted out unless it’s already in.
(b) Hard verse for those who teach eternal security.

(3) Some have thought that this simply means that Jesus won’t kill them physically (book of life 
meaning natural life). Would be possible if Rev 20:15 didn’t say that those who were not in it 
would be cast into lake of fire.

(4) Some suggest that at birth, everyone’s name is in the book of life. Born innocent, ignorant, and in 
book of life
(a) Age of moral accountability is the time their name is removed if they make the wrong choices 
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(virtually everyone does).
(b) However, Jesus is not talking to infants here, he’s talking to adult believers.

 VII. Church of Philidelphia
 A. This was a city that had a great number of earthquakes

 1. Completely destroyed by one in 17AD.
 2. Many were afraid to live in this city.
 3. When He says they shall “go out no more” may be alluding to their fear that they may have to evacuate and 

not come back home after an earthquake.
 a. City of My God will give them assurance that they’ll never have to go out. (if they are an overcome)
 b. (ii) Unshakable kingdom or city.

 B. Another city with a large Jewish population (other being Smyrna)
 C. No complaints against this church (other also Smyrna).
 D. Small church (probably because of earthquakes again giving town small population relatively)
 E. Describes Himself as He who holds the key of David

 1. Reference to Eliakim in the book of Isaiah (Isa. 22:22-23).
 2. He had great authority in the House of David.

 a. Given the key
 b. Trusted official in the kingdom (at time of Hezekiah’s rule.
 c. If he opened doors, no one could shut them
 d. If he shut them, no one could open them.
 e. He had ultimate final say.

 3. Jesus says that He had that authority in His kingdom (the real House of David)
 a. Access to God is decided by him alone.
 b. Maybe the Jews in that town were making the Christians feel that they had no access to God.
 c. Jesus says He’s the one who makes that decision, not them.
 d. They can’t open or shut that door of relationship to God.

 F. I have set before you an open door…
 1. Those who teach that these are phases in church history say this is the evangelical church.

 a. 1700 – 1950AD or so.
 b. Open door to missionaries and evangelism
 c. Paul referred to these opportunities as open door.

 2. However, in context, He seems to be talking about the door in relationship to the key of David He 
mentioned.
 a. Not missions but door to the kingdom.
 b. He opened the way to the kingdom to them and no one can exclude them.(meaning the Jews who said 

they could).
(1) In fact, they’ll have to acknowledge that He loved them (vs 9)
(2) Doesn’t mean that they will worship us, but as they acknowledge Christ and bow before his 

throne, they’ll be at our feet as well since we’ll be there on the same throne.
 G. Promise made to those who persevere

 1. Kept from hour of temptation.
 a. Many believe this is the Great Tribulation because of the language used.

(1) Whole world
(2) Test those who dwell on earth

 b. Same people believe this means that the church will be raptured during this time, since this is 
considered to be a church during our time.

 c. However, as already demonstrated:
(1) Those who dwell on earth could be translated those who dwell in the land (ge).
(2) World is often used in bible to refer to Roman empire only (Luke 2:1). Caesar certainly didn’t 

register the Incas and Aztecs for taxation.
(3) Daniel also talks about the 4th beast (Roman empire) shall trample down the whole world (7:23)
(4) This could be a reference to the horrendous times that came upon the Roman Empire as a result of 

Nero’s death in 68AD.  Great upheavals and civil wars in the empire that almost destroyed Rome 
in the year that followed.
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(5) Keeping from the hour of temptation doesn’t mean that He’s going to take them out of the world.
(a) a. Jesus prayed this in John 17:15.
(b) Keep from is the greek ek tereo

 i. ek (ek) or ex (ex); a primary preposition denoting origin (the point whence action or 
motion proceeds), from, out (of place, time, or cause; literal or figurative; direct or 
remote).  Often used in composition, with the same general import; often of completion.

 ii. tereo (tay-reh'-o); from teros (watch); to guard (from loss or injury, properly, by keeping 
the eye upon); by extension, to withhold (for personal ends; figuratively, to keep 
unmarried), hoold fast, keep (-er), (pre-, re-) serve, watch.

(c) Doesn’t mean He has to take them out of the world, only keep them from the evil that is to 
come (from the perspective of that time period)

 H. A little strength
 1. Used by dispensationalists to prove that the church is going to be weak in the last days.

 a. This is the church that will be raptured.
 b. So don’t think that the church will have great strength in the last days.

 I. Pillars in the temple of My God (the church)
 1. Not 1st time this idea has come up (Gal 2:8-9)
 2. We’re all members of the church (stones), but a pillar seems to be one of particular responsibility or honor 

in the church.
 3. Those who overcome will have this particular place in the church.

 VIII. Church of Laodicea (Rev, 3:14-22)
 A. Center of banking for the region

 1. Prosperous city for the region
 2. Business and banking city
 3. High standard of living

 B. Churches tend to follow the demographic of the area.
 1. Where there are rich people, there are generally rich Christians and vice versa.
 2. Laodicea made up of cross-section of people, but generally prosperous.
 3. However, the gospel Jesus preached usually has more appeal to the poor than to the rich.

 a. Rich often called to give up more than they are comfortable.
 b. Poor have less to lose.
 c. Jerusalem actually a good example of a rich city that had a church living below the current standard of 

living (Acts 2). They sold all they had and gave it to each other as needed.
 4. Jesus tells this church that though they are rich, they are really poor.

 C. City known for producing black wool clothing and carpet
 1. Significant because Jesus tells them they are really naked.
 2. Jesus also counseled them to buy “white” garments in contrast to their famous black clothing. Hearkens 

back to the letter to Sardis where He told them that there are a few that have kept their garments white.
 D. City also had a famous medical school there.

 1. Known for producing a powdery substance from Phrygia used for an eye salve.
 2. Jesus tells them they are “blind” and to “anoint” their eyes with eye salve so they could see.

 E. Water supply was supplied by a hot springs
 1. Brought in by Aquaduct
 2. Water would cool somewhat, but not completely (luke warm)
 3. Had minerals and chemicals in it that they couldn’t get out of it. Made in unpalatable for drinking.
 4. Jesus used this as an analogy to describe the church

 a. Lukewarm and sickening
 b. Said He would vomit them out of His mouth.
 c. Like the Christian with one foot in the world and one foot in the Kingdom.

(1) Fails to get enjoyment out of either.
(2) Not faithful and true witnesses to the world around them.

 F. Is Jesus including Himself among created things ? (v 14)
 1. JW’s and other cults like to quote this verse. Idea that Jesus is the first created being.
 2. God is uncreated and original. If Jesus is created, then He is not God.
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 3. Christians believe that Jesus is God (uncreated and eternal)
 4. Greek word for beginning in this verse is a commencement, or chief (in various applications of order, time, 

place, or rank), beginning, corner, (at the, the) first (estate), magistrate, power, principality, principle, rule.
 a. Could be interpreted “the active cause” or “the one who began it”. Initiator, in another word.
 b. This would harmonize with the rest of Scripture and even the rest of John’s writings (John 1:1)

 G. This is one of the churches that Jesus has nothing good to say about.
 1. Lukewarm. What constitutes Hot or Cold? 

 a. Hot could be characterized by zeal.
(1) Jesus said “be zealous and repent” (v19)
(2) Zeal for God is out of love for Him. Ephesus had left their first love.

 b. Cold then would mean that absolutely no Christian profession at all presumably.
(1) They have just enough Christian in them to make them an embarrassing spectacle of Christianity 

to the world.
(2) They have so many of the worlds values, they bring a reproach to Christ.

 2. Say they are rich but are really poor (v17)
 a. When people are well off, they commonly don’t really think they are in need of anything.
 b. Maybe why when Jesus taught to pray He said “give us this day our daily bread”

(1) If we have too much stored up, we don’t have to pray for it again until we run out.
(2) Daily supply keeps us close to God in on-going prayer for provision.

 c. They don’t know that their wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked.
(1) Many people don’t even realize just how desperate for God they are.

(a) because they are not physically miserable
(b) but they are spiritually poor and miserable.

(2) Jesus uses these ironic metaphors (blind, naked, poor) to contrast their spiritual condition with 
their physical.

 d. Buy from Me …gold, white garments …and anoint your eyes (v18). 
(1) Gold refined in fire (biblically)

(a) Purity of character (1 Peter 1:7)
(b) Our trials are the fire, which purify our character.
(c) People often avoid trials by their compromise.
(d) An uncompromised preaching of the gospel will bring plenty of trials, rejection, and 

persecution.
(e) Gospel doesn’t affirm a pagan lifestyle, it offers an alternative to it.

 i. This alternative will attract those with a true heart for God.
 ii. Those not willing to give up what they have for Jesus, their faith is in question.
 iii. The contrast convicts.

(2) White garments
(a) Told later that this is the righteous deeds of the saints (Rev. 19:8-9)
(b) Start being rich in good works.

(3) Eye salve
(a) Blind to their spiritual condition
(b) Jesus is saying “wake up”, see it through My eyes.
(c) Could also mean they should be praying for a spiritual vision to follow.

 e. As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten (v19)
(1) Loves them even though there’s nothing good to say about them.
(2) Shouldn’t think that Jesus has rejected them. The reason for the letter is that He loves them and 

wants them to change.
 f. Behold, I stand at the door and knock (v20)

(1) Famous verse used in evangelism
(2) What door is this?

(a) Not all that clear.
(b) Often thought of as door of the heart.
(c) Could actually refer to the door of the church.

 i. Writing to a church.
 ii. I’m outside, not inside this church.
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 iii. I’m knocking and I want in.
 iv. Church not only blind but deaf. (don’t hear knocking)

 g. If anyone hear My voice…
(1) Not necessarily talking about coming into someone’s heart (indwelling) as often thought.
(2) Rather, Jesus will come and sup with the one who allows Him into the church.

(a) 1st century church often came together weekly for communion, a love feast.
(b) Jesus could be making reference to that.

 i. While people engaged in their love feast, they don’t realize that He’s not really there with 
them.

 ii. If anyone is interested in hearing Him, He’ll eat with them (spiritually).
 iii. May be a few that can still hear Him.

 h. To him who overcomes…grant to sit with Me on my throne…
(1) Reigning with Christ when He returns (or when we die) is a promise that is given to the believer.
(2) Rev 20:4-5 - “And I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was committed to them. 

Then I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for their witness to Jesus and for the word 
of God, who had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not received his mark on their 
foreheads or on their hands. And they lived and reigned with Christ for a thousand years.
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