
Four Views of Revelation Class Outline Ray Wimsett

Chapter 1: Opening vision
 I. Prologue to the book (Rev. 1:1-8)

 A. Revelation or Apocalypse (means unveiling)
 1. Could mean Christ is being unveiled or that Christ is doing the unveiling. (probably these “things” that are 

being unveiled)
 2. Seems to have gone through many hands (Father – Jesus – Angel – John – servants)

 B. Angel is mysterious character
 1. Sometimes depicting an actual Angel and sometime Jesus himself.
 2. At end of book Jesus says he gave it to His angel.
 3. Throughout Ch 1 through 3 it clearly appears to be Jesus delivering the message.
 4. Very mysterious relationship. All we know is Jesus gives the revelation to John and sometimes through the 

angel.
 5. Interesting point: Description of appearance of being is identical in most points with the person who 

appears to Daniel in Daniel 10-12.
 C. “Must shortly take place” (or soon)

 1. Preterist view makes most sense of this statement.
 2. Also in vs.3 time is near

 D. Testimony of Jesus Christ
 1. Could mean “from” or “about” Jesus
 2. Rest of book (1:9, 6:9, 11:7, 12:11, 12:17, 19:10) suggests this means “about”.

 E. First three verses could be added by elders in Ephesus (where he was an elder)
 1. John spoken of in 3rd person
 2. John speaks in 1st person in beg. Vs. 4
 3. Just like in closing verses of John’s gospel (who is “we”)
 4. Like Ezekiel’s 1st 3 verses

 F. First of 7 Beatitudes (blessed is he …) (vs 3)
 1. Others at 14:13, 16:15, 19:9, 20:6, 22:7, 22:14.
 2. Lots of 7’s in this book.
 3. Blessing on those who read and hear and keep (obey) the words.

 G. To the angels of 7 churches (word simply means messenger). Often thought to be the person who would stand in 
front of the congregation and read the letter.

 H. John to the The 7 churches of Asia (vs 4)
 1. This gives it form of Epistle (opens and closes like one).
 2. Grace and peace from…Some people think this refers to Trinity.

 a. Problem with that is who is to come not likely to be the Father. Jesus is mentioned distinctly in next 
verse.

 b. Relationship between father, son, and holy ghost is mysterious at best.
 c. 7 “spirits” of God is often said to be Isa. 11:2 seven-fold spirit of God (questionable interpretation).

(1) Mentioned several times in book. The other cases are not that helpful
(2) 3:1 Has the 7 spirits and the 7 stars???
(3) 4:5 7 spirits said to be 7 lamps before the throne.
(4) (5:6 7 spirits said to be 7 eyes of the Lamb. (probably symbolic that he sees all, omniscient, and 

the 7 horns probably symbolic of his being all-powerful, omnipotent)
(5) Might refer to the spiritual character of each of the 7 churches.
(6) Bottom-line…it’s a mystery and nobody really knows.

 I. And from Jesus who is….(vs 5-6)
 1. Faithful witness
 2. First begotten of the dead
 3. Prince of kings of the earth.
 4. These designations are significant for pastoral purpose of the letter. Written to suffering church, some to 

face death.
 5. Faithful witness is same expression used of Antipas in 2:13 (Martus in greek, same word as martyr)

 a. 2:10 Smyrna told to be faithful even to death.
 b. Only kind of faithfulness that book focuses on.

 6. Firstborn from the dead. Same expression as Col 1:18 and similar in 1Cor 15:20
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 7. Prince of kings of the world
 a. Even though it doesn’t seem like it sometimes, God is able to put kings under His feet, He is the ruler 

of the kings of this world.
 b. Kings of the earth occurs many times throughout book. Sometime global, sometimes local (depending 

on how “ge” is translated, land or earth).
 c. “Kings of the earth”, could easily be interpreted as “rulers of the land” in most parts of the book (but 

not all.)
 8. Him who loved us, freed us. Probable term reminiscent of the Exodus
 9. Kings and Priests

 a. Most other translations say “kingdom of priests” which is more logical.
 b. Nowhere in Bible are we to think of ourselves as Kings. (see 1Cor4:8)
 c. Christ is our king, we are priests to offer spiritual sacrifices according to 1Pet 2.

 J. “Coming with the clouds”…(vs 7)
 1. Uniting of imagery in two OT passages

 a. Daniel 7:13
 b. Zecharia 12:10

 2. Context of these passages does not suggest 2nd coming.
 3. Tribes of the “ge” land is probably better interpretation than tribes of the earth in this context.
 4. Clouds are a symbol of judgement as also in the OT.
 5. Every eye will see Him…

 a. Hyperbole. All people saw results of His coming.
 b. Doesn’t have to be literal seeing.

 K. Alpha, Omega, Almighty (vs 8)
 1. Isa 9:6 – The Mighty God.
 2. This text proves JW’s wrong, Jesus refers to Himself as the Almighty God.

 a. In NWT bible, they change “the Lord” to Jehovah, because of the word Almighty. This is simply a 
violent twisting of the text.

 b. Ch1:17-18 I am 1st and last….I was dead (Jesus).
 c. See Ch22:13 – Includes all references together.
 d. These verses destroy arguments of JW’s
 e. Isa. 44:6 is where language is coming from.

(1) Speaker is Jehovah.
(2) I am 1st and last.
(3) Is there 2 firsts and lasts????

 II. Beginning of Epistle (vs. 9-10)
 A. Brother and companion (vs 9)

 1. Companion in 3 respects
 a. Tribulation
 b. Kingdom of God
 c. Patience or patient endurance
 d. All 3 of these found elsewhere in NT

(1) 2Thess. Ch1:4-5 “We ourselves…”
(2) 1Peter (somewhere)
(3) Acts 14:22 “much trib…we enter..”

 2. On the Island of Patmos.
 a. Known to be west/sw of Maletis in the Aegean sea
 b. Asia in 1st cent. Was name of Roman province, not a continent. Now known as Turkey.
 c. Off coast about 37miles (about 8mi. by 4mi.) is this crescent shaped rocky island.
 d. Said to be used by Nero and other Roman emperors as prison colony.
 e. Banishing to island was tactic used by emperors to rid themselves of high ranking people of harmful 

influence. Tradition says John was dipped in boiling oil and was unscalded, so he banished him to 
Island instead.

 B. “In the Spirit….voice, as of trumpet” (vs 10)
 1. Prominence of Trumpet sounds may be fulfillment of the significance of the feast of trumpets.
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 2. In the Spirit – What does that mean?
 a. Ch4:2 John was also “In the Spirit”
 b. Ch17:3, 21:10 are other refs to this being “In the Spirit”
 c. Paul says he wasn’t sure if he was in the body or out of the body (2Cor 12) when he saw visions.
 d. Could simply mean that the Spirit overwhelmed his consciousness and was only aware of spiritual 

dimension, like Peter on the rooftop in Acts.
 e. Ezekiel had similar experience (Ch3) Spirit grabbed him by hair of his head.
 f. Seems like his awareness of his scene changed.
 g. May mean that we need to take these visions as spiritual, may not be appropriate to take a natural 

approach to interpreting his visions.
 3. On the Lord’s day

 a. Didiche said Sunday came to be known as the Lord’s day (early 2nd century).
 b. Some think this means the “unto the Day of the Lord”.

(1) No translator has favored this translation.
(2) Ch1 thru 3 doesn’t even deal with the day of the Lord.
(3) Context dictates Sunday morning.

 III. Jesus Speaks (vs 11)
 A. 7 churches are not only churches that existed at this time. At least.

 1. Acts 19:10 Paul says that the gospel was preached in all of Asia.
 2. Ephesus to Laodicea makes shape of horseshoe

 a. Logical way that the letter would have been passed. Pratical reasons.
 b. Some think this refers to 7 church ages. (dispensationalists).

 IV. Vision of Churches and Jesus (vs 12-20)
 A. Seven angels of the seven churches (seven stars)

 1. Unclear what is meant by “angels” here.
 a. Some say Guardian angels. But there are problems with this:

(1) Each letter in Ch 2 and 3 are addressed to the angel of the individual church
(a) Why the angel be accused of the things described in the letter?
(b) How was message supposed to be conveyed from the angel to the church.
(c) Seems strange to address letters to supernatural, angelic, heavenly, angels.

 b. Some say “angels” is simply referring to what the word means “messenger”
(1) aggelos (ang'-el-os); from aggello [probably derived from NT:71; compare NT:34] (to bring 

tidings); a messenger; especially an "angel"; by implication, a pastor: KJV - angel, messenger.
(2) Human beings are often referred to by this word.

 c. Some say “angels” is referring to a pastor.
(1) Not likely to have developed that position in the church that early.
(2) Bishops as heads of churches didn’t develop until the 2nd century. Bishop and elder were 

interchangeable terms until that point.
(3) Churches in 1st century were governed by a group of elders rather than 1 person.

 d. However, one of the elders could have been the main spokesman of the group of elders.
(1) James in Jerusalem
(2) Peter with the apostles.
(3) It’s most likely to be this explanation.

 e. Support for stars as people found in Daniel. 
(1) Dan 8:10-11, “And it grew up to the host of heaven; and it cast down some of the host and some of  

the stars to the ground, and trampled them.”
(a) Talking about little horn (Antiochus Epiphanes in 180 BC)
(b) Could only mean that he cast down many righteous people knowing his history.

(2) Dan 11:32-33, “Those who do wickedly against the covenant he shall corrupt with flattery; but  
the people who know their God shall be strong, and carry out great exploits.  And those of the  
people who understand shall instruct many; yet for many days they shall fall by sword and flame,  
by captivity and plundering. 
(a) Also talking about Antiochus Epiphanes
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(b) Referencing the godly people he killed.
(c) Chapter 8, their stars. Chapter 12 describes them as people.

(3) Dan 12:3, “Those who are wise shall shine Like the brightness of the firmament, And those who  
turn many to righteousness Like the stars forever and ever.
(a) Again, righteous people are like the stars.

 f.  Same language later in Revelation
(1) Rev 12:3-4, “And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great, fiery red dragon having  

seven heads and ten horns, and seven diadems on his heads. 4 His tail drew a third of the stars of  
heaven and threw them to the earth.”

(2) Probably referencing Satan persecuting and killing off many of the saints. A significant minority is 
what is meant by 1/3.

 g. An elder of the church would be the most logical person to bring the letter to the church. If Jesus had 
something to say to the church, this would be the sensible person to give that message to.

 B. What did John see when he first turned? Lampstands
 1. Turned to see the person speaking but instead saw the golden lampstands

 a. He saw the churches before he saw the Person.
 b. Could be suggested that this is where we generally find Christ and hear him speaking, the church.
 c. Jesus manifests himself in and through His people. A corporate expression of Christ. Matt 18:20, “For 

where two or three are gathered together in My name, I am there in the midst of them."
 2. John wishing to hear Jesus’ voice, sees the church. Among the church he sees Jesus.
 3. Lamp stand in OT tabernacle had 7 branches (including main shaft). Ex 25:31-32, “"You shall also make a 

lampstand of pure gold; the lampstand shall be of hammered work. Its shaft, its branches, its bowls, its  
ornamental knobs, and flowers shall be of one piece. And six branches shall come out of its sides: three  
branches of the lampstand out of one side, and three branches of the lampstand out of the other side.”

 4. Imagery most likely meant to turn our attention back to the tabernacle
 a. Representing church…light of the world.
 b. Compare with stars. Stars and lamp stands have same function, to bear light.

(1) Starts are in heaven - Gen 1:16-18, “He made the stars also. God set them in the firmament of the  
heavens to give light on the earth, and to rule over the day and over the night, and to divide the  
light from the darkness.”

(2) Lamp stands are on earth. - Matt 5:14-15, “You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a  
hill cannot be hidden.”

(3) Both made to give light on the earth
(a) Church exists both in heaven (deceased believers)
(b) And on earth (living saints)

(4) In one sense, both have seat in heaven - Eph 2:5-7, “...and raised us up together, and made us sit  
together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus...”

(5) But in either case, the church is a light to the world.
 C. Next we see Jesus “One like the Son of Man” (vs 13)

 1. Expression taken directly for Daniel 7:13, “I was watching in the night visions, And behold, One like the  
Son of Man, Coming with the clouds of heaven! He came to the Ancient of Days, And they brought Him 
near before Him.”
 a. Usually a different meaning in OT: One like a human being

(1) This particular verse does happen to depict Christ.
(2) In OT, usually what the term meant is simply a human.
(3) Psalms of Proverbs – used in the parallel form as a man. Ps 8:4, “What is man that You are  

mindful of him, And the son of man that You visit him?”
 b. Daniel contrasting with earlier beasts listed in chapter.

(1) Like a lion
(2) Like a bear
(3) Like a leopard

 c. Revelation using same expression.
(1) I saw one like a human.
(2) John would have known far more than Daniel about this term

(a) In OT we never see the term “Son of Man” as a technical term for the Messiah.

- 14 -



Four Views of Revelation Class Outline Ray Wimsett

(b) Even Dan 7:13 is not a technical term for Jesus (or title), but a description.
(c) By the time John wrote this, it had become a technical term for Him
(d) Jesus’ favorite term for Himself in the gospels. He used it over 70 times in speaking of 

Himself.
(e) This was a far more significant term in John’s writing than in Daniel’s.

 2. Description of Jesus
 a. Not literal, but figurative or symbolic description.

(1) Sword coming out of His mouth
(a) Speaking of the sharpness of His word. Heb 4:12 – For the word of God is living and 

powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword.
(b) Later says he’s going to make war with the church of Pergamus with the sword. Rev 2:16 – 

Repent, or else I will come to you quickly and will fight against them with the sword of My  
mouth. His word, like a weapon is used to defeat His enemies.

(c) Later with sword of His mouth He smites the nations. Rev 19:15 – Now out of His mouth goes  
a sharp sword, that with it He should strike the nations. Suggests His conquering the nations 
with the Word.

(2) More often, He’s described in Rev as a lamb with 7 eyes and 7 horns.
(3) John saw this vision while he was in a transe, just like Daniel saw visions of bears, leopards, and 

lions whch were symbolic of empires.
 b. Clothed with Garment down to feet?

(1) Not normal way for a man to dress
(a) Would be a hindrance for a man to wear skirts this long in ordinary everyday life.
(b) Probably only two knee level and bound up for serious work.

(2) Probably in priestly robe to indicate His priesthood.
(a) Later 24 elders shown to be wearing these kinds of priestly robes. Rev 4:4-5 - Around the 

throne were twenty-four thrones, and on the thrones I saw twenty-four elders sitting, clothed  
in white robes; and they had crowns of gold on their heads.

(b) Probably a mixture of royalty and priesthood. Crowns represent royalty, robes represent 
priesthood. (They also offer incense a little later like priests did.)

 c. Girded about the chest with a golden band
(1) Usually used to take up excess material in the robe to make it possible to move.
(2) However, it’s not around His waist (where most would wear it) but around His chest.
(3) Leads some commentators to think that it signifies that His work is complete.

(a) If at work, it would be around His waist to bind up His garment.
(b) Image of letting garment down since His work is finished.
(c) Corresponds with some of what the book of Hebrews says about Him finishing His priestly 

work.
 d. Hair white as wool.

(1) Age is implied here
(a) Ancient of Days
(b) Wisdom
(c) Honor
(d) Experience, etc.

 e. Eyes like fire
(1) Penetrating gaze.
(2) Burns through masks and false fronts

 f. Feet like fine brass.
(1) Treading the winepress is used as a picture of a function of feet elsewhere. Isa 63:1-6:Who is this  

who comes from Edom,With dyed garments from Bozrah,This One who is glorious in His  
apparel,Traveling in the greatness of His strength?--"I who speak in righteousness, mighty to  
save." Why is Your apparel red,And Your garments like one who treads in the winepress? "I have  
trodden the winepress alone,And from the peoples no one was with Me.For I have trodden them in  
My anger,And trampled them in My fury;Their blood is sprinkled upon My garments,And I have  
stained all My robes. 4 For the day of vengeance is in My heart,And the year of My redeemed has  
come. 5 I looked, but there was no one to help,And I wondered That there was no one to  
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uphold;Therefore My own arm brought salvation for Me;And My own fury, it sustained Me.  I  
have trodden down the peoples in My anger,Made them drunk in My fury,And brought down their  
strength to the earth."
(a) Christ is doing the treading.
(b) Garments stained with blood instead of wine.
(c) Exact image is used later in Rev. Rev 14:19-20: So the angel thrust his sickle into the earth  

and gathered the vine of the earth, and threw it into the great winepress of the wrath of God.  
And the winepress was trampled outside the city, and blood came out of the winepress, up to  
the horses' bridles, for one thousand six hundred furlongs.

(d) Again, producing blood not wine
(e) Not specified who’s doing the treading here

(2) Brass or Bronze would have been one of the strongest metals they knew in those times.
(a) Strong, Irresistable
(b) For judgment
(c) This book forewarns of judgment
(d) When He comes to trample, it will be certain.

 g. Voice like many waters
(1) Difficult to determine what is meant here.
(2) Imagery taken from Daniel and Ezekiel
(3) Later in book...Rev 17:15 - Then he said to me, "The waters which you saw, where the harlot sits,  

are peoples, multitudes, nations, and tongues.”
(a) Gentiles are often symbolized by water or sea
(b) Could be that His voice is heard through many peoples, the church.

(4) May simply mean that His voice is majestic and overwhelming. Can be unnerving.
 h. Right hand 7 stars

(1) Already determined that is 7 angels to 7 churches
 i. Countenance like sun shining in it’s strength

(1) Same language to describe him on mount of transfiguration. Matt 17:2 – ...and He was 
transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun...

(2) Probably a reference to His glory or diety
 3. John falls on his face as though dead (vs 17)

 a. Same thing that happened to Daniel. Dan 10:9 – Yet I heard the sound of his words; and while I heard  
the sound of his words I was in a deep sleep on my face, with my face to the ground.

 b. Apparently, seeing the glory of God has this effect.
(1) Contrasts with certain modern teachers who claim to have regular meetings with Christ.
(2) Jesus has to tell John, not to be afraid. Also very common in these types of spiritual appearances.

 D. Hades and Death (vs. 18)
 1. Hades is greek for grave (or Hell in KJV).

 a. Reference also seen later in Rev 20:14 – Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire.
 b. Hades Seems to be place where dead went prior to time Jesus rose from the dead.

(1) Not much description or teaching on this place.
(2) Most graphic illustration is in a parable from Jesus about Lazarus and the rich man (Luke 16). 

Many believe both rich man and Lazarus were in two different compartments of Hades.
(3) Standard Evangelical teaching is that those who died in faith went to a place symbolically 

described as Abraham’s bosom. Those who died without faith went to a place of flames.
(a) Also in this view, when Jesus died and was resurrected, he brought those who died in faith 

with Him to Heaven. Eph 4:8 – When He ascended on high, He led captivity captive, And  
gave gifts to men.

(b) If true, then since the cross the scenario is as follows:
 i. Sinner dies, he goes to Hades still. Presumably the occupants of Hades are cast into the 

lake of fire with it.
 ii. Believer dies, he doesn’t go to Abraham’s bosom, but go straight to heaven to be with the 

Lord.
(c) This is not clearly taught in the Bible, but has scripture the hints at it.

(4) In any case, Hades is associated with death.
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 c. Keys to death and Hades suggests that He has power to let people in and out.
(1) Earlier told Peter, Matt 16:19 – And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven...
(2) He just got through saying He was dead and now He’s alive.

(a) He defeated death, He broke out of Hades.
(b) Therefore He has the ability to release other people from death also.

(3) Be faithful unto death and do not fear because He has the keys.
(4) Didn’t get the keys from the Devil, this is symbolic of power.

 E. Jesus instructs John to write things
 1. Futurist believes this is the 3-fold division of the book

 a. “Things seen” are things you’ve just seen (Ch1)
 b. “Things that are” mean the things that are now the church age. (Ch2-3)
 c. “Things that shall be after these things” (Ch4 and on)

(1) Meta tauta = after these things.
(2) NT:3326 meta (met-ah'); a primary preposition (often used adverbially); properly, denoting 

accompaniment; "amid" (local or causal); modified variously according to the case (genitive case 
association, or accusative case succession) with which it is joined; occupying an intermediate 
position between NT:575 or NT:1537 and NT:1519 or NT:4314; less intimate than NT:1722 and 
less close than NT:4862): KJV - after (-ward), X that he again, against, among, X and, + follow, 
hence, hereafter, in, of, (up-) on, + our, X and setting, since, (un-) to, + together, when, with (+-
out). Often used in composition, in substantially the same relations of participation or proximity, 
and transfer or sequence.

(3) NT:5023 tauta (tow'-tah); nominative or accusative case neuter plural of NT:3778; these things: 
KJV - + afterward, follow, + hereafter, X him, the same, so, such, that, then, these, they, this, 
those, thus. 

(4) Same term in Ch 4:1 (twice). Rev 4:1 – After these things I looked, and behold, a door standing 
open in heaven. And the first voice which I heard was like a trumpet speaking with me, saying,  
"Come up here, and I will show you things which must take place after this."
(a) Dispensational theology believes that “come up here” is talking about the rapture, John 

representing the church.
 i. Problem is we see John on earth again a few times after this.

• Chapter 11 and 17
• If this is the rapture, and John here represents the church, then we might have to 

conclude that the church is going to go up and down like a yo-yo.
 ii. The reason it is argued this way is because of the phrase “after these things”.
 iii. Believed to mean, after the things of the church (represented by 7 letters).

• Ephesus representing 1st church prior to the writing of this letter.
• Smyrna representing 100 AD to 302AD (persecuted church)
• Pergamos representing imperial church (Under Caesars, Holy roman empire 

beginning with Constantine). 303AD – 500 AD
• Thyatira representing Papal church (corrupt church). 500 AD – 1500 AD.
• Sardis representing Reformation 1500 AD – 1700 AD
• Philidelphia representing Evangelical church (nothing bad said) from about 1700 AD 

to 1950 AD.
• Laodicea representing apostate church at end of world. 

 iv.  Problem with seeing it this way is that 6 of 7 of the churches are told that Christ is going 
to come to them (threat or promise). Several imply 2nd coming, but not certain.

 V. What are some different uses of Christ’s “coming” in this book?
 A. Tendency is to always look at it as 2nd coming
 B. 6 of the churches are told something about Christ coming to them.
 C. Example: Ephesus Church. Rev 2:5 – Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent and do the first  

works, or else I will come to you quickly and remove your lampstand from its place--unless you repent.
 1. Doesn’t appear to be talking about 2nd coming, coming to remove their lampstand.
 2. Church of Ephesus is no longer in existence. Lampstand apparently removed.
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 D. Another example: Pergamos. Rev 2:16-17 – Repent, or else I will come to you quickly and will fight against  
them with the sword of My mouth.
 1. Not a reference to 2nd coming.
 2. Fight against the false doctrine with the word (sword out of His mouth).
 3. Pergamos also does not exist today.

 E. Another example: Rev 2:25-26: But hold fast what you have till I come.
 1. Could be 2nd coming, but doesn’t need to be.
 2. Previous 2 were not, so this may not be either.

 F. Another example: Sardis. Rev 3:3 – Remember therefore how you have received and heard; hold fast and 
repent. Therefore if you will not watch, I will come upon you as a thief, and you will not know what hour I will  
come upon you.
 1. Sounds like 2nd coming because of the “thief” reference.
 2. But this church doesn’t exist anymore either.

 G. Another example: Church of Philidelphia. Rev 3:11 – Behold, I am coming quickly! Hold fast what you have,  
that no one may take your crown.
 1. Sounds very much like what He told the church of Thyatira (Hold fast until I come).

 H. Another example: Laodicea. Rev 3:20-21 – Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice  
and opens the door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me.
 1. Obviously not a reference to 2nd coming.

 I. Only 3 of these cases could be reference to 2nd coming.
 1. We have to conclude that the coming of the Lord in this book doesn’t necessarily mean the 2nd coming. 

Sometimes it does, sometimes not.
 2. Judge by context

 J. Of all the churches listed, 2 may still remain
 1. Philidelphia
 2. Smyrna (only city remaining)
 3. Some commentators say none of them remain.
 4. These are the only two churches that weren’t told to repent.
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